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Looking at the sad numbers 
of over bred and abused dogs 
with days to live will bring 
tears to the strongest of us.

If those people only would 
have spayed or neutered their 
pets, many would not be there.  
This is very true. And if those 
same people had taken some 
personal responsibility with 
their dogs most would not be 
either.

Best Laid Plans
We have only had two dogs 

spayed. And BOTH of those 
were done later in life for health 
reasons. A few weeks ago after 
what we thought was eight year 
old Scooby’s final heat she got 
an uterine infection that turned 
into a barrel stomach and five 
days without pooping and a 
trip to the vet and a $1500 emer-
gency surgery.

Why don’t we believe in it? 
Part of it is the American Ken-
nel Clubs fault. We enjoy run-
ning our dogs in events: field 
trials, hunt tests and shows. At 
dog shows altered dogs, and 
spay & neuter is considered 
altered, cannot be shown. The 
argument is dog shows are to 
determine the finest specimens 
of dogs to breed and advance 
the breed. I have no argument 
in that. But it is a reason not to 
spay or neuter.

A second reason for not 
spaying and neutering I ex-
plained earlier. One of the hard-
est things you will ever do is 
put a dog in the ground. And 
a YOUNG dog is even worse, 
trust me I have done BOTH! 

And the day the 
process becomes 
100% safe and it 
will not limit enter-
ing any events, I’ll 
get in line.

What is the 
EASY Solution?

For 90% of peo-
ple that have a new 
pup they should 
talk to their vet at 
the pups first visit 
and discuss spay 
or neutering. This 
is the 90% of the 
people that show no interest 
now or in the future with dog 
events. Remember you can still 
run hunt tests & field trials you 
just cannot show your dog.

By getting the issue ad-
dressed early you should have 
less health issues, less issues 
with heats, false pregnancies 
and unplanned litters and no 
emergency room visits like 
Scooby had.

Does the EASY solution 
guarantee your new pup will 
not have complications? Not in 
the least. So it’s a crapshoot. Get 
it done when they are young 
and healthy or take the chance 
of a much larger bill and pos-
sibly do it later in life.  

I don’t think this article will 
convince anyone either way. 
Some times you just have to 
put on your big boys pants and 
make a command decision few 
want to do these day. At least 
after reading this hopefully you 
thought about it a tiny bit more, 
if so I have done my job.

Happy hunting!

See you in the field!

 
Dennis Guldan 


