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Parks and Wildlife biologist 
and working group chair, Sean 
Kyle.

Lesser prairie-chicken num-
bers have been largely increas-
ing in Kansas for the last 15 
years, while populations have 
declined in parts of the south-
ern portion of the range. Some 
biologists believe this north-
ward expansion may represent 
a shift in the population of the 
species caused by climatic con-
ditions associated with chang-
ing precipitation patterns.

The lesser prairie-chicken 
has been considered a candi-
date under the Endangered 
Species Act since 1998, and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service has 
indicated it will release a pro-
posed rule on the status of the 
bird for public comment this 
fall. Information from surveys 
will be used as a baseline by the 
state fish and wildlife agencies 
to monitor trends in prairie-
chicken populations and to 
target conservation programs 
in partnership with private 
landowners, oil and gas indus-
tries, wind energy, and electric 
utilities.

To help restore habitat for 
the bird, state and federal ex-
perts developed a tool called 
Candidate Conservation Agree-
ment with Assurances (CCAA) 
to work with private land-
owners and managers in the 
geographic range of the lesser 
prairie-chicken. This voluntary 
program was designed to help 
reverse the current declining 
trend in lesser prairie chicken 
numbers by promoting habitat 
conservation and restoration 

through various management 
practices such as prescribed 
grazing, upland wildlife habi-
tat management, brush man-
agement, prescribed burning, 
range planting and restoration 
and management of rare or de-
clining habitats. The program 
also provides assurances to 
landowners that, beyond what 
is detailed in the CCAA agree-
ment, they will not be required 
to meet any new regulations 
if the bird is listed under the 
Endangered Species Act.

Texas agriculture producers 
may sign up to manage and 
restore high-priority habitats 
for the lesser prairie chicken 
within the eligible Texas coun-
ties, including: Ochiltree, Lip-
scomb, Roberts, Hemphill, 
Gray, Wheeler, Donley, Collin-
gsworth, Deaf Smith, Parmer, 
Bailey, Lamb, Cochran, Hock-
ley, Yoakum, Terry, Andrews, 
Gaines and Oldham.

Landowners can get details 
regarding the lesser prairie-
chicken CCAA by contacting 
TPWD Biologist Jeff Bonner 
at 806-665-3494 or Manuel De-
Leon at the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Zone office in 
Lubbock at (806) 791-0581. 
Or visit the NRCS website at 
http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/
programs.

NatioNal Survey 
to explore Dove 
HuNter opiNioNS

An upcoming survey will 
ask dove hunters from across 
the U.S. to share their expe-
riences and opinions about 

dove hunting. Topics will in-
clude time spent hunting, de-
mographics, constraints to 
hunting, and thoughts about 
potential effects of spent lead 
from hunting ammunition on 
mourning doves and other 
wildlife. The survey is a co-
operative effort by the state 
fish and wildlife agencies, all 
four flyway councils, and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service).

“We are conducting this 
survey because hunter opinions 
and preferences are important 
and should be taken into ac-
count whenever possible,” says 
Dr. Ken Richkus of the Service’s 
Population and Habitat Assess-
ment Branch. “The Service and 
the states want to make sure 
we use the best science-based 
information for the manage-
ment and conservation of our 
migratory bird resources.” 

There are more than 1 mil-
lion dove hunters national-
ly, with seasons in 40 states. 
“We’re surveying dove hunters 
in every state that has a dove 
season so they can give us their 
opinions on a variety of topics,” 
Richkus says. “This approach 
will give us an excellent pic-
ture of mourning dove hunter 
thoughts and needs by state, 
region, and nationwide.”

The National Dove Hunter 
Survey is scheduled to begin in 
late June 2012, and will be com-
pleted by the end of the year.

“We really hope each dove 
hunter who receives a survey 
takes the time to complete and 
return it in the postage-paid 
envelope provided,” Richkus 


