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counties. Fall turkey bag limits 
will be reduced in three south-
ern Middle Tennessee counties 
which are Giles, Lawrence and 
Wayne.

The statewide quail season 
will be extended through the 
end of February. On certain 
Wildlife Management Areas 
(WMAs), the dates could vary.

A raccoon hunting season 
from Jan. 1-31 was approved 
for the Tellico and Ocoee bear 
reserves. There will be a limit 
of two dogs per vehicle. For 
falconry, an additional month 
was added for falconers to ac-
quire birds

In other agenda items at the 
May meeting, landowners with 
larger acreages (properties in 
excess of 1,000 acres), who re-
ceive a wild hog exemption can 
now provide additional signees 
to help with their wild hog 
control efforts. Up to one ad-
ditional person will be allowed 
for every 100 acres over 1,000.

A wild hog control season 
(with dogs) was added on Ca-
toosa and Skinner Mountain 
WMAs.

A rule amendment changes 
the resident commercial fishing 
helper license to a commercial 
fishing helper license, which 
would include both residents 
and non-residents. The non-
resident commercial fishing 
helper license, as a result, is 
now deleted in its entirety.

The commission passed a 
rule which will give the agency 
leeway to work with those per-
sons who have permanent duck 
blinds in the West Sandy water-

fowl area. Located on Kentucky 
Reservoir in Henry County, 
the area will be affected by un-
avoidable TVA maintenance on 
the dewatering pumps.

The agency recognized 
Ducks Unlimited with a proc-
lamation on the occasion of the 
organization’s 75th anniversa-
ry. DU’s state chairman, Larry 
Richardson, accepted on behalf 
of the organization. A long-time 
partner of the TWRA, Ducks 
Unlimited is now the world’s 
largest private waterfowl and 
wetlands conservation organi-
zation.

 The TWRC will next con-
vene for its June 14-15 meeting 
which will also be held at the 
TWRA Region II Ray Bell Build-
ing in Nashville.
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Lesser Prairie-
ChiCken aeriaL 

survey ConCLuded
Results Could Affect En-

dangered Listing Consideration
The first range-wide aerial 

survey to assess lesser prairie-
chicken populations across por-
tions of five states this spring 
detected several previously un-
known breeding areas, known 
as leks, despite severe drought 
across the region last year. Sur-
vey teams also detected leks 
in Kansas beyond what was 
thought to be the northern ex-
tent of the bird’s historic range.

Although complete results 
won’t be tallied until later this 
summer, the survey data could 

be important as the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service considers 
whether to list the lesser prai-
rie-chicken under the federal 
Endangered Species Act.

The Lesser Prairie-Chicken 
Interstate Working Group, 
composed of biologists from 
Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment and the other state 
fish and wildlife agencies of 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, Kan-
sas and Colorado, collaborated 
with federal agencies and West 
Ecosystems, Inc. of Laramie, 
WY in this first effort to conduct 
a large-scale, helicopter-based 
survey to locate lesser prairie-
chicken leks across the High 
Plains region in all five states.

Leks, which are also re-
ferred to as booming grounds, 
are sites that the birds come to 
every spring for breeding. The 
surveys encompassed more 
than 300,000 square miles and 
the results will be used to pro-
duce the first ever statistically 
valid, five-state estimate of the 
number of leks and the total 
population of birds later this 
summer.

 “These surveys will be the 
basis of a range-wide manage-
ment plan for lesser prairie-
chickens that is in development 
by the five states in collabo-
ration with the Western As-
sociation of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies Grassland Initiative. 
The plan is expected to be com-
pleted by next March, and may 
help avoid the need for US Fish 
and Wildlife Service to desig-
nate the lesser prairie-chicken 
as a federally threatened or en-
dangered species,” said Texas 


