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OklahOma lesser 
Prairie ChiCken 

COnservatiOn 
aCtiOn Plan draft 

available fOr 
PubliC review and 

PresentatiOn 
 The public is invited to 

provide comments on a draft 
conservation plan for the Lesser 
Prairie Chicken (LEPC) in Okla-
homa. The first draft of the 
Oklahoma Lesser Prairie Chick-
en Conservation Action Plan 
(OLEPCCP) is now available for 
public review and is posted on 
the Oklahoma Department of 
Wildlife Conservation’s website 
at (www.wildlifedepartment.
com/wildlifemgmt/lepc/ac-
tion_plan.htm). Comments on 
the draft plan will be accepted 
until June 13, and the public is 
encouraged to attend an eve-
ning public meeting June 4 in 
Woodward or June 5 in Beaver.

 The draft OLEPCCP iden-
tifies management strategies 
to increase the lesser prairie 
chicken (LEPC) population 
in Oklahoma through habitat 
improvements. The plan em-
phasizes tools and incentives 
to encourage landowners and 
others to partner with agencies 
in conservation efforts while 
also achieving their land use 
needs. The Oklahoma House 
of Representatives adopted a 
concurrent resolution in April 
2011 directing ODWC to coordi-
nate development of the LEPC 
conservation plan to “protect, 
enhance, and restore [LEPC] 
habitat while also addressing 
other factors leading to their 

decline.” The plan is intended 
to benefit the people, economy, 
and wildlife resources of north-
west Oklahoma by providing a 
framework for effective LEPC 
management and habitat im-
provement that will facilitate 
population increases.

 The LEPC is a North Ameri-
can grouse species that histori-
cally occupied sand sagebrush, 
shinnery oak, and mixed grass 
vegetation types of the south-
ern Great Plains. LEPC and 
the habitat upon which they 
depend have diminished across 
their historical range by about 
90%. In 1995 the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) deter-
mined that the LEPC was war-
ranted for listing under the fed-
eral Endangered Species Act. 
Unless populations sufficiently 
increase, the species may be 
listed in the future, resulting in 
potential federal regulation of 
some activities and develop-
ments within its range.

 Public meetings to present 
the draft OLEPCCP and to hear 
public comments will be held 
Monday, June 4, 6:30 p.m. - 9 
p.m. at the City of Woodward 
Pioneer Room, 1219 8th St. in 
Woodward and Tuesday, June 
5, 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m. at the Bea-
ver County Fairgrounds Pa-
vilion Building, Douglas Ave. 
in Beaver. Written public com-
ments should be sent to janc@
gci.netor or 114 S. Franklin St., 
Ste. 203, Juneau, AK 99801 by 
Wednesday June 13.

OregOn
abOut the 

sage-grOuse 
COnservatiOn 

strategy 
imPlementatiOn 

teams 
There are five Sage-Grouse 

Conservation Strategy Imple-
mentation teams, one for each 
Bureau of Land Management 
District within the current dis-
tribution of sage-grouse in Or-
egon as well as one in the Baker 
Resource Area within the Vale 
district. Public meetings will be 
held in each of the Implementa-
tion Team areas. 

Teams have been meeting 
since 2005. In May 2011, they 
reviewed and recommended 
changes to the Core Area maps 
as defined in the April 2011 re-
vision of the updated Greater 
Sage-Grouse Conservation 
Assessment and Strategy for 
Oregon. In December 2011 and 
January 2012 they developed 
Action Areas with the Core 
Area maps that identified areas 
that share common threats to 
sage-grouse which will help to 
focus efforts for future habitat 
management actions and/or 
mitigation.

The Greater Sage-Grouse 
Conservation Assessment and 
Strategy for Oregon, is available 
on ODFW’s website.


