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ing a pair of brilliantly colored 
redhead ducks was painted by 
Delaware artist Richard Clifton. 
“Redheads in Needlerush” 
marks the second year in a row 
Clifton has won North Caro-
lina’s waterfowl conservation 
stamp and print competition. 
He took top honors last year 
with his vivid portrayal of a 
pair of Canada geese standing 
in a pasture. He placed second 
in the 2010 contest with his 
portrayal of snow geese. 

Proceeds from sales of the 
print and stamps will go to the 
Commission’s Waterfowl Fund, 
which generates revenue for 
the conservation of waterfowl 
habitat in North Carolina. The 
money is used to help North 
Carolina meet its financial ob-
ligations in implementing the 
North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan, the inter-
national agreement helping 
restore waterfowl populations 
throughout the continent. In 
addition, funds can be used 
to support waterfowl research 
and to buy equipment used to 
manage wetlands. 

To purchase a print and 
mint stamp or for additional 
information, call the Wildlife 
Resources Commission toll-
free at 866-945-3746, or visit 
the agency’s online N.C. Wild 
Store, www.ncwildstore.com.
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Early Announcement Will 

Help Hunters Plan Trips
The tentative schedule for 

many of New York’s 2012-13 
migratory game bird seasons 
is now available, allowing 
sportsmen and sportswomen 
to plan outdoor activities well 
in advance, New York state 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) Commis-
sioner Joe Martens announced 
today. Tentative waterfowl 
season dates for ducks, geese, 
woodcock, snipe and rails can 
be found on the DEC website.

“Each year, DEC announces 
the tentative schedule so hunt-
ers can begin making plans for 
a safe and successful season,” 
Commissioner Martens said. 
“Still, we always remind hunt-
ers to check the final dates, 
usually issued in late summer, 
before going afield.”

The final season dates, bag 
limits and other regulations for 
2012-13 migratory game bird 
hunting seasons in New York 
will be posted on DEC’s web-
site and announced by a state-
wide news release, once they 
are approved by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. Hunters 
should confirm the final season 
dates before going afield.

The tentative season dates 
were developed by a team of 
DEC staff representing all re-

gions of the state, taking into 
consideration anticipated fed-
eral regulations for the coming 
year and recommendations 
from Waterfowl Hunter Task 
Forces established by DEC for 
each zone. DEC has used a task 
force approach since 1997, and 
it has been very helpful for 
setting seasons where hunter 
preferences are diverse. For 
more information about the 
waterfowl hunter task forces, 
go to the DEC website.

Tentative season dates for 
the Lake Champlain Zone were 
not included because they will 
be determined by the Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Board follow-
ing public meetings likely to be 
held in August in Whitehall, 
NY and Burlington, VT. DEC 
encourages New York water-
fowl hunters who frequent the 
Champlain Zone to attend one 
of these meetings; details will 
be announced later this sum-
mer. Comments and sugges-
tions about the Lake Champlain 
Zone may also be submitted to 
any DEC season-setting team 
member or by e-mail to wfsea-
son@gw.dec.state.ny.us.

Copies of the 2012-13 migra-
tory game bird hunting regula-
tions brochure will be available 
on the DEC website in late 
August and by mid-September 
wherever hunting licenses are 
sold.

For more information about 
hunting waterfowl or other 
migratory game birds in New 
York, visit the DEC website.


