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rate the latest management 
techniques. Though waterfowl 
season may seem like a long 
way off, wildlife managers 
have already begun spraying 
noxious weeds and planting 
supplemental crops within the 
seven waterfowl impound-
ments on the WMA. Improv-
ing the habitat quality within 
these impoundments ensures 
that quality food sources are 
available this coming winter. 
Nuisance species such as bea-
ver and nutria can negatively 
affect water levels and natural 
drainage patterns within im-
poundments. Thus, managers 
also work hard to control these 
species throughout Trim Cane 
WMA. 

Improving waterfowl habi-
tat also improves the quality of 
recreational opportunity that is 
offered on Trim Cane WMA. As 
on other high-priority water-
fowl WMAs, waterfowl hunts 
are conducted through a per-
mitted draw system. Each 
hunter is allowed to bring two 
guests, so take this opportunity 
to bring your children, friends, 
or introduce someone new to 
the outdoors. 

MDWFP Recognizes 
Dove anD WooD 

Duck BanDeRs oF 
the YeaR 

The Mississippi Commis-
sion on Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Parks recently recognized the 
2010 and 2011 Mourning Dove 
and Wood Duck Bander of the 
Year at their April meeting in 
Jackson. “The MDWFP and 

our partners work hard to band 
wood ducks and mourning 
doves each year” stated MD-
WFP Wildlife Bureau Director 
Ed Penny, “and these awards 
recognize the individuals that 
band the most birds each year. 
Ducks and doves are captured, 
then fitted with aluminum leg 
bands and released.” Important 
information about migration 
and survival is obtained when 
these birds are harvested and 
reported by hunters.

Chad Masley, MDWFP As-
sistant WMA Biologist from 
Tupelo, was named 2010 Dove 
Bander of the Year, and Ramon 
Pierce, Sardis Lake U.S. Army 
Corps and Engineers Natu-
ral Resource Specialist, was 
named 2011 Dove Bander of the 
Year. Corporal Tyler Norman, 
MDWFP Conservation Officer 
from Newton County, was 
named 2010 and 2011 Wood 
Duck Bander of the Year for 
banding the highest number 
of ducks during both years. 
Corporal Norman received a 
framed print from Ducks Un-
limited, and Masley and Pierce 
received a plaque from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. The 
Foundation for Mississippi 
Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
also provided award recipients 
with a gift.

neBRaska
eMeRgencY haYing 

anD gRazing 
availaBle on WMas

In response to the continued 
drought in parts of Nebraska 
and the governor’s declara-

tion to enact emergency hay-
ing and grazing provisions, 
the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission is offering, up for 
bid, grassland tracts for haying 
or grazing on wildlife manage-
ment areas.

Haying and grazing tracts 
were identified where haying 
and grazing were planned in 
the management rotation for 
next year. They also were iden-
tified where haying and graz-
ing activities could enhance 
planned management activi-
ties, such as interseeding and 
early successional habitat man-
agement. Biologists already 
have opened up nearly 1,500 
acres for grazing or haying in 
the Pine Ridge.

Game and Parks is open-
ing more than 1,300 acres on 
12 areas for grazing and 1,000 
acres on 28 areas for haying. 
Bids must be received by the 
area biologist by July 16 to be 
considered. A full list of areas is 
available at http://outdoorne-
braska.ne.gov/pdf/hay-graze.
pdf.

High bids will be accepted. 
The earliest haying/grazing 
may begin on approved leases 
is July 18.

Contact the area biologist 
for additional information. 
Closing dates for haying and 
grazing will be Aug. 31 so 
equipment and livestock can be 
removed from wildlife manage-
ment areas before the opening 
of dove and grouse seasons.


