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on county, state and national 
forests, where public hunting 
is allowed. An estimated 11.5 
million of the state’s 16.3 mil-
lion acres of forest are grouse 
habitat.

For the past 63 years, DNR 
biologists have monitored 
ruffed grouse populations. 
This year,

DNR staff and cooperators 
from 15 organizations surveyed 
126 routes across the state.

Sharp-tailed grouse counts 
decrease slightly

Sharp-tailed grouse counts 
in the northwest survey re-
gion decreased approximately 
18 percent between 2011 and 
2012, Larson said. Counts in 
the east-central region declined 
approximately 33 percent.

Observers look for male 
sharptails displaying on tradi-
tional mating areas, called leks 
or dancing grounds. Despite 
three years of declines, this 
year ’s statewide average of 
9.2 grouse counted per danc-
ing ground was similar to the 
long-term average since 1980. 
The 2009 average of 13.6 was as 
high as during any year since 
1980. During the last 25 years, 
the sharp-tailed grouse index 
has been as low as seven birds 
counted per dancing ground.

Overall, sharptail popula-
tions appear to have declined 
over the long term as a result of 
habitat deterioration. In recent 
years, the DNR has increased 
prescribed burning and shear-
ing that keep trees from over-
taking the open brush lands 
that sharp-tailed grouse need 
to thrive.

The DNR’s 2012 grouse 
survey report, which contains 
information on ruffed grouse 
and sharp-tailed grouse, will be 
available soon online at www.
mndnr.gov/hunting/grouse.

MISSISSIPPI
WaterfoWl HabItat 

IMProveMent 
Project Planned 

for SardIS 
WaterfoWl WMa 

jacKSon 
Sardis Waterfowl WMA, lo-

cated near Oxford, Mississippi, 
is cooperatively managed by 
the Mississippi Department of 
Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
(MDWFP) and Sardis Lake US 
Army Corps of Engineers (US-
ACE). Two of its 7 waterfowl 
impoundments are slated to be 
improved this summer with pri-
mary assistance from USACE. 
Infrastructure improvements in 
the 15 year-old impoundments 
include refurbishment of the 
levee system, replacement of 
water-control structures, and 
repair of the existing pump 
that is used to flood the im-
poundments. This 35-acre en-
hancement project will increase 
the amount of shallow-water 
habitat for wintering waterfowl 
and improve the reliability of 
waterfowl habitat. Last week, 
MDWFP biologists and USACE 
personnel utilized prescribed 
fire to remove vegetation within 
each impoundment and USACE 
personnel surveyed impound-
ment elevations. These planned 
improvements are scheduled to 
begin in July as weather condi-
tions allow. 

2012 YoutH 
PartIcIPatIon 

InItIatIve PrograM 
announced 

Jackson - The Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fish-
eries, and Parks is pleased to 
announce the Youth Participa-
tion Initiative (YPI) Program 
will be accepting applications 
beginning July 1, 2012, from 
organizations interested in in-
creasing youth involvement in 
the great outdoors. 

The YPI Program was estab-
lished to provide funding for 
the purpose of educating youth 
in the areas of hunting, fish-
ing, conservation, and safety. 
During 2011, the YPI Program 
provided a total of $177,375.00 
to help fund 22 projects across 
Mississippi. 

Under this program, state 
agencies, education institu-
tions, and non-profit organiza-
tions are eligible to apply for 
funding. Interested parties are 
urged to consider projects that 
focus on recruitment, retention, 
and/or education of youth in 
the fields of hunting, fishing, 
or conservation. Applications 
will be accepted until August 
15, 2012.

WaterfoWl 
ManageMent at 
trIM cane WMa 
The primary management 

objective at Trim Cane Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA) is 
to provide quality habitat for 
waterfowl. To meet this objec-
tive, wildlife managers develop 
short and long-term manage-
ment plans, which incorpo-


