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hunters from across the U.S. 
to share their experiences and 
opinions about dove hunting.

The National Dove Hunter 
Survey is scheduled to begin 
in late June 2012 and will be 
completed by the end of the 
year. Louisiana hunters will be 
randomly selected andreceive 
the surveys through the mail 
to complete and return in a 
postage-paid envelope. 

Topics will include time 
spent hunting, demographics, 
constraints to hunting, and 
thoughts about potential effects 
of spent lead from hunting am-
munition on mourning doves 
and other wildlife. The survey 
is a cooperative effort involving 
state fish and wildlife agencies, 
all four flyway councils and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS).

“We are conducting this 
survey because hunter opinions 
and preferences are important 
and should be taken into ac-
count whenever possible,” says 
Dr. Ken Richkus of the USFWS’s 
Population and Habitat Assess-
ment Branch. “The Service and 
the states want to make sure 
we use the best science-based 
information for the manage-
ment and conservation of our 
migratory bird resources.” 

There are more than one 
million dove hunters nationally 
and seasons in 40 states. Dove 
hunters in every state that has a 
dove season are being surveyed 
to collect opinions on a variety 
of topics.

For more information, con-
tact Jeff Duguay at 225-765-2353 
or jduguay@wlf.la.gov.
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The Department of Natu-

ral Resources’ Becoming an 
Outdoors-Woman (BOW) pro-
gram will offer an Introduction 
to Sporting Clays class at the 
Detroit Sportsmen’s Congress 
in Utica on Saturday, June 16, 
from 1 to 5 p.m.

For women interested in 
learning the game of sporting 
clay shooting, as well as those 
who would like to sharpen 
their shotgun shooting skills, 
this class will provide expert 
instruction on the basics of 
sporting clays shooting, includ-
ing where to watch for the tar-
get, proper shotgun mount and 
how to identify target lead and 
target/firearm relationship.

Some shotgun shooting 
experience, such as a hunter 
education or BOW beginning 
shotgun class, is highly rec-
ommended. Participants may 
bring their own shotgun to 
this class. A limited number of 
shotguns are available to use 
for those who do not own a 
shotgun.

Two boxes of ammunition 
will be provided to each par-
ticipant. Participants may bring 
additional ammunition or pur-
chase it at the Detroit Sports-
men’s Congress clubhouse. Eye 
and ear protection also will be 
available for those who do not 

have their own.
Cost per person is $40, and 

pre-registration is required.
Detroit Sportsmen’s Con-

gress is located at 49800 De-
quindre Road in Utica. For 
driving directions or more in-
formation about the club, visit 
www.d-s-c.org.

For registration forms and 
more information on this and 
other BOW events, visit www.
michigan.gov/bow, email dnr-
outdoors-woman@michigan.
gov or call 517-241-2225.

Becoming an Outdoors-
Woman helps women learn 
about and enjoy hunting, fish-
ing, backpacking, shooting 
sports, canoeing and many 
other outdoor recreation activi-
ties. BOW specializes in begin-
ners, but also offers a variety of 
programs that support a mix of 
skill levels. BOW is a noncom-
petitive program, designed to 
let each individual learn and 
gain confidence at her own 
pace. The program emphasizes 
the enjoyment, fun and cama-
raderie of outdoor activities, 
while sharing in one another’s 
success. Learn more at www.
michigan.gov/bow.

The Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources is com-
mitted to the conservation, 
protection, management, use 
and enjoyment of the state’s 
natural and cultural resources 
for current and future genera-
tions. For more information, go 
to www.michigan.gov/dnr.


