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number of leks by sometime 
later this summer. 

The lesser prairie chicken 
has been considered a candi-
date under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) since 1998, 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service will release a proposed 
rule on the status of the bird 
under the ESA in September. 
Information from these surveys 
will be used as a baseline by 
these five state fish and wild-
life agencies to monitor trends 
in prairie chicken populations 
and to target conservation 
programs in partnership with 
private landowners, oil and gas 
industries, and wind-energy 
and electric utilities. 

“These surveys will be the 
basis for a range-wide lesser 
prairie chicken management 
plan that is being developed by 
the five states in collaboration 
with the Western Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
Grassland Initiative,” said Jim 
Pitman, small game coordina-

tor for the Kansas Department 
of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism. 
“The plan is expected to be 
completed by next March, and 
we are hopeful that it will pre-
clude the need for the Fish and 
Wildlife Service to designate 
the lesser prairie chicken as a 
federally threatened or endan-
gered species.” 

The surveys this spring 
detected several previously un-
known leks, despite the severe 
drought that occurred across 
the region last year. They also 
detected leks in Kansas that are 
beyond what was thought to be 
the northern extent of the his-
toric range of the species. Lesser 
prairie chicken numbers have 
been largely increasing in Kan-
sas for the last 15 years while 
populations have declined in 
parts of the southern portion 
of the range. Biologists believe 
this northward expansion may 
represent a shift in the popula-
tion of the species caused by 
improved habitat from native 

grasses planted through 
the federal Conservation 
Reserve Program.

KentucKy
KentucKy Fish 
And WildliFe 
commission 

ProPoses eArly 
migrAtory 

Bird seAson 
dAtes 

FRANKFORT, Ky. - 
The Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife Commission 
recommended the 2012-

2013 early migratory bird sea-
son dates and opened private 
lands in the Ballard Reporting 
Area for the September Canada 
goose season at its quarterly 
meeting June 8. All recommen-
dations must be approved by 
legislators before they become 
law.

 The Commission proposed 
the 2012-2013 early migratory 
bird season dates.

  The 2012 – 2013 Early Mi-
gratory Bird Seasons:

 Mourning Dove:
 Sept. 1 – Oct. 24, 2012; Nov. 

22 – Nov. 30, 2012;   Dec. 29, 
2012 – Jan. 4, 2013

 
 September Canada Goose:
 Sept. 1 – 15, 2012

 Wood Duck and Teal:
 Sept. 19 – 23, 2012

 American Woodcock:
 Nov. 1 – Dec. 15, 2012


