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year in which it is purchased. 
All hunters 16 and older need 
a valid Kansas hunting license. 

For more detailed informa-
tion or to apply, go online to 
ksoutdoors.com. Click “Hunt-
ing/Special Hunts” on or after 
July 16. Those who do not have 
computer access may apply by 
telephone at 620-672-0791.

PHEASANTS FOREVER 
RECEIVES 640-ACRE 

LAND CONTRIBUTION
Retired Air Force Colonel 

Rob Peterson honors father’s 
memory with donation

CIMARRON — Rob Peter-
son, 53, of Colorado Springs, 
has donated his 640-acre prop-
erty near Cimarron to Pheas-
ants Forever and Quail Forever 
as part of the organization’s 
Grassroots Conservation Cam-
paign. The donation provides 
a place for future hunters and 
conservationists to enjoy for-
ever. Peterson, a long-time 
Pheasants Forever member and 
Pikes Peak Colorado Pheas-
ants Forever chapter co-chair, 
noted that his father’s passion 
for the outdoors and the time 
they spent hunting and fishing 
are the main reasons to make 
Pheasants Forever the recipient 
of his gift. 

A retired U.S. Air Force 
Colonel, Peterson grew up in 
Minnesota where he hunted 
and fished with his father, 
Robert Peterson, Sr. “We spent 
a lot of time in the outdoors,” 
Peterson said. “The success of 
the hunt was not always a big 
deal to us. It was the experience 

of spending time together that 
we valued most.” 

Those outdoor experiences 
are what shaped his dream of 
honoring his father’s memory. 
In 2010, during one of the last 
conversations Peterson had 
with his father, he told his dad 
of his plan to dedicate a piece of 
land in his memory, so his out-
door legacy could live forever. 
Shortly after this conversation, 
his father lost his battle with 
cancer. 

The property is currently 
being converted to produc-
tive wildlife habitat. “Habitat 
is my vision because I realize 
if we don’t have the habitat, 
the upland hunting is going to 
dry up,” Peterson said. “If we 
don’t have the habitat, we can’t 
ensure there will be an oppor-
tunity for young people to hunt 
20, 30, 40 years from now.” 

Peterson credited Pheasants 
Forever’s Farm Bill biologist 
program for providing expert 
guidance with grassland res-
toration through the federal 
Conservation Reserve Enhance-
ment Program (CREP). Pheas-
ants Forever development of-
ficer Jordan Martincich helped 
execute the gift through the 
organization’s Grassroots Con-
servation Campaign. 

Peterson will continue man-
aging and enjoying the prop-
erty throughout his lifetime. 
Upon his passing, Pheasants 
Forever will oversee the prop-
erty for wildlife habitat and 
public use. In addition to the 
land gift, Peterson has do-
nated a significant portion of 
his estate to Pheasants Forever 

with the goal of furthering the 
outdoor traditions that both he 
and his father enjoyed. 

For more information on 
Pheasants Forever’s Grassroots 
Conservation Campaign and 
how Pheasants Forever can 
help you leave your legacy, 
phone Martincich at 816-560-
1070.

FIRST RANGE-WIDE 
LESSER PRAIRIE 

CHICKEN AERIAL 
SURVEY CONCLUDED

New breeding grounds dis-
covered in Kansas

EMPORIA — Surveys have 
now been concluded for the 
first range-wide assessment of 
lesser prairie chicken popula-
tions using common methods 
across portions of five states. 
The Lesser Prairie Chicken 
Interstate Working Group is 
composed of biologists from 
the state fish and wildlife agen-
cies of Colorado, Kansas, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. 
The Working Group collabo-
rated with federal agencies 
and West Ecosystems, Inc., of 
Laramie, Wyo., to conduct the 
large-scale, helicopter-based 
survey to locate lesser prairie 
chicken leks across the High 
Plains in all five states. 

Leks, which are also re-
ferred to as gobbling grounds, 
are sites that the birds come 
to every spring for breeding. 
These surveys encompassed 
more than 300,000 square miles, 
and survey results will be used 
to produce the first statistically 
valid, five-state estimate of the 


