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hunter who receives a survey 
takes the time to complete 
and return it in the postage-
paid envelope provided,” said 
Ken Richkus of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service’s Popula-
tion and Habitat Assessment 
Branch. “Their answers are 
very important, and we appre-
ciate their efforts to tell us what 
they think.” 

The National Dove Hunter 
Survey will give the USFWS 
an excellent picture of mourn-
ing dove hunter thoughts and 
needs by state, region and na-
tionwide, Richkus said. 

Hoosier hunters harvest 
more doves than any other 
species in Indiana, typically 
around 200,000 annually. The 
birds are hunted in Indiana by 
more than 10,000 hunters. 

“Dove hunting is enjoyed 
by many hunters here in In-
diana, and I am glad they will 
have the opportunity to voice 
their opinions about this very 
important game bird,” said 
Budd Veverka, DNR Division 
of Fish & Wildlife’s farmland 
game research biologist. 

DNR Fish & Wildlife also 
works with the USFWS to 
conduct a statewide mourning 
dove calling survey each spring 
to determine population trends 
and a mourning dove banding 
program for a long-term har-
vest management strategy. 

Contact Information:
Name: Budd Veverka
Phone: (812) 334-1137
Email: dnrnews@dnr.in.gov

KANSAS
SPECIAL HUNTS 

APPLICATIONS GO 
ONLINE JULY 16

KDWP offers youth, novice 
hunts of a lifetime; first applica-
tion deadline Aug. 13

PRATT — The Kansas De-
partment of Wildlife, Parks 
and Tourism’s (KDWPT) Spe-
cial Hunts Program offers a 
variety of limited hunts, many 
designed to introduce youth 
and novices to hunting in an 
uncrowded setting with good 
opportunity for success. The 
first application period — for 
special hunts in September and 
October — is July 16 through 
Aug. 13, and drawing results 
will be emailed within a week. 
A second application period — 
for November, December, and 
January hunts — begins July 16 
and runs through Oct. 1., with 
drawing results emailed during 
the following week. New this 
year, applicants may apply for 
both hunt periods beginning 
July 16, and they will have three 
choices for each species per 
draw period. 

Most special hunts occur 
during regular hunting seasons 
and will be conducted in all re-
gions of the state on both public 
and private land. Not all special 
hunts are for youth or older 
beginning hunters (novices). 
Some are open to all hunters, 
and each special hunt targets 
specific game species, including 
doves, upland game (pheasant 
and quail), waterfowl, and deer. 
Some take place during the 
special youth/disabled deer 

season Sept. 8-16, some during 
the youth pheasant and quail 
season Nov. 3-4, and others 
during special youth waterfowl 
seasons yet to be set. 

Specifically, there are three 
categories of hunts: open, 
youth, and mentor. Open hunts 
are available to all hunters, with 
no age or experience restric-
tions. Youth hunts may require 
at least one youth 15 or younger 
who must be accompanied by 
an adult 18 or older who may 
hunt. Some youth hunts may 
have more specific age require-
ments, and accompanying 
adults are not allowed to hunt. 
Mentor hunts are open to both 
youth and/or inexperienced 
hunters who are supervised 
by a licensed adult 18 or older 
(mentor) who may hunt. Some 
hunts require the supervising 
adult to be 21 years or older. 

Many veteran hunters find 
new satisfaction in serving as 
mentors, introducing a relative, 
friend, or neighbor to the won-
der of the hunt in a wildlife-
rich setting. Parents or grand-
parents may take children or 
grandchildren who have never 
hunted but are now showing an 
interest, but mentors and nov-
ices do not have to be related. 

Hunter Education is not re-
quired for youth 15 and young-
er accompanied by an adult 
18 or older. However, persons 
16 and older who have not 
hunted before and do not have 
hunter education must obtain 
a one-time apprentice hunting 
license, which exempts them 
from the hunter education re-
quirement through the calendar 


