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miles north of Spring Bay on 
Illinois Route 26. 

Mississippi  River Un-
claimed and Unregistered 
Blinds 

Mississippi River Pools 16, 
17, & 18 (second year of two 
year allocation). Pool 16 - un-
registered blinds and blinds 
not passing inspection may 
be claimed on a first-come, 
first-served basis by calling 
the district wildlife biologist 
between 8 a.m. and noon at 
(815) 273-2733, two weeks be-
fore the opening day of duck 
season. Pool 17 and 18 - use the 
same procedure except phone 
309/344-2617. 

Additional hunting infor-
mation and maps on the above 
sites can be accessed at http://
dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/
hunter_fact_sheet/index.htm 

Wingshooting Clinics: The 
IDNR and participating part-
ners sponsor wingshooting 
clinics at sites throughout Il-
linois to help improve the 
shooting skills of participants. 
Youth/Women’s clinics are 
designed to teach participants 
basic firearm safety and the 
fundamentals of wingshooting. 
Hunter clinics are designed 
to enhance the wingshooting 
skills of hunters and provide 
sound wingshooting prac-
tice techniques. The clinics 
are conducted on weekends 
throughout the spring, summer 
and early fall. For a complete 
schedule, check the webpage at 
this link: http://dnr.state.il.us/
lands/landmgt/programs/
wingshooting/Wingshooting-
Dates.htm

NatioNal Survey 
to explore Dove 
HuNter opiNioNS 

SPRINGFIELD, IL – Illi-
nois hunters are encouraged 
to participate in an upcoming 
survey that will ask dove hunt-
ers from across the U.S. to share 
their experiences and opinions 
about dove hunting. Topics will 
include time spent hunting, 
demographics, constraints to 
hunting, and thoughts about 
potential effects of spent lead 
from hunting ammunition on 
mourning doves and other 
wildlife. 

The National Dove Hunter 
Survey is a cooperative effort by 
state fish and wildlife agencies 
including the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, all 
four flyway councils, and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service). 

“We are conducting this 
survey because hunter opinions 
and preferences are important 
and should be taken into ac-
count whenever possible,” says 
Dr. Ken Richkus of the Service’s 
Population and Habitat Assess-
ment Branch. “The Service and 
the states want to make sure 
we use the best science-based 
information for the manage-
ment and conservation of our 
migratory bird resources.” 

There are more than one 
million dove hunters nationally, 
with dove seasons in 40 states. 

“We’re surveying dove 
hunters in every state that has 
a dove season so they can give 
us their opinions on a variety 

of topics,” Richkus says. “This 
approach will give us an excel-
lent picture of mourning dove 
hunter thoughts and needs by 
state, region, and nationwide.” 

The National Dove Hunter 
Survey is scheduled to begin in 
late June 2012, and will be com-
pleted by the end of the year. 

“We really hope each dove 
hunter who receives a survey 
takes the time to complete and 
return it in the postage-paid 
envelope provided,” Richkus 
added. “Their answers are very 
important, and we appreciate 
their efforts to tell us what they 
think.” 
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HuNtiNg Survey
Entry Description
An upcoming survey will 

ask dove hunters in Indiana 
and across the U.S. to share 
their experiences and opinions 
about dove hunting. 

Topics will include time 
spent hunting, demographics, 
constraints to hunting, and 
thoughts about potential effects 
of lead from spent ammunition 
on mourning doves and other 
wildlife. 

The National Dove Hunter 
Survey is scheduled to begin in 
late June and be completed by 
the end of the year. The survey 
will be mailed to a random 
sample of dove hunters. 

“We really hope each dove 


