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out the volunteers,” Grygierc-
zyk said. “They are the reason 
this event has been successful 
and around for 20 years.”

Iowa will have a team en-
tered in the 2013 International 
YHEC in Raton, N.M. The team 
from Eddyville will be rais-
ing money to offset the $8,000 
needed for the competition.

Iowa YHEC is co-sponsored 
by the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources, Iowa State 
University Extension Wildlife 
Programs, National Rifle Asso-
ciation and the Iowa 4-H Safety 
and Education in Shooting 
Sports program. 

The 2013 Iowa YHEC is 
scheduled for June 7-9, at Wes-
ley Woods, near Indianola.

2012 Pheasant 
nesting OutlOOk

The mild winter and warm 
spring should give a much 
needed boost to Iowa’s pheas-
ant population. 

The Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources’ nesting 
forecast, that plugs current 
weather conditions into a mod-
el with 50 years of correspond-
ing data, predicts that Iowa’s 
pheasant population will in-
crease by more than 40 percent. 

“We should see our first 
statewide pheasant increase in 
more than six years,” said Todd 
Bogenschutz, upland wildlife 
biologist for the Iowa DNR. 

“This is the best combi-
nation of winter and spring 
weather we’ve seen for ground 
nesting birds since 2003. Over 

the last 50 years we’ve seen sim-
ilar weather conditions to this 
past winter and spring about 
six times and the average in-
crease in pheasant populations 
those years was 42 percent.”

Bogenschutz said this mod-
el is correct about 80 percent of 
the time. 

“The August roadside sur-
vey is the best gauge of what 
upland populations will be 
this fall,” he said. The DNR 
will post its August roadside 
numbers on the DNR webpage 
www.iowadnr.gov around Sep-
tember 15. 

The favorable spring will 
allow upland bird populations 
to expand and reoccupy avail-
able grassland habitats where 
they have been depleted over 
the last five severe winters, said 
Bogenschutz. 

Unfortunately Iowa has 
seen a significant drop in gen-
eral CRP habitat falling from 
1.97 million acres in 2007 to 1.66 
million acres last fall. However, 
Iowa has not faired as bad as 
other states like Minnesota and 
the Dakotas where CRP loses 
have been even greater. 

Iowa has also had a couple 
of very successful continuous 
CRP sign-ups and just submit-
ted a new proposal to USDA 
targeted at recovering pheasant 
populations in Iowa. USDA 
will also roll out a new highly 
erodible lands continuous CRP 
program this summer and Iowa 
should be very competitive 
with these acres. If approved 
both of these continuous CRP 
practices should help recovery 
pheasant populations.

Public cOmments 
sOught On 
PrOPOsed 

changes tO 
deer, WaterfOWl, 

furbearer seasOns
Public comment is being 

sought through May 23 on 
changes to Iowa’s waterfowl, 
deer and furbearer seasons, ap-
proved recently by the Natural 
Resource Commission. A public 
hearing to discuss the changes 
and accept comments will be 
held at 1 p.m. May 23 on the 4th 
floor of the Wallace State Office 
Building in Des Moines. 

The proposed waterfowl 
changes include a three-zone, 
two-season split, with the Mis-
souri River zone as the new 
third zone. The change would 
also reduce the Canada goose 
zone boundaries and allow 
landowners and their families 
to have the opportunity to 
hunt their own land within the 
closed zone. 

Proposed resident deer 
hunting changes include re-
ducing the county antlerless 
quotas by 13,000 in 20 counties, 
eliminating the November ant-
lerless deer season, shortening 
the January antlerless season by 
one week and limiting hunters 
who obtain an early muzzle-
loader license from obtaining 
an antlerless license during ei-
ther of the two shotgun seasons.

Proposed furbearer changes 
include increasing the bobcat 
quota from 350 to 450 and the 
river otter quota from 650 to 
850. 


