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Colorado
Sage-grouSe 

update, herd planS 
on tap for pWC 

 The Parks and Wildlife 
Commission will hear a series 
of presentations on the status 
of sage-grouse and receive 
several big game herd manage-
ment plan updates during its 
monthly meeting in Craig. 

The meeting will be held 
at the Holiday Inn & Suites on 
Highway 13 in Craig, starting 
on June 7 at 1 p.m.. It is sched-
uled to adjourn for the evening 
and resume on Friday, June 8 at 
8:30 a.m., concluding at noon.

During the meeting, com-
missioners will receive presen-
tations on the status of conser-
vation efforts for the greater 
sage-grouse in northwestern 
Colorado, the Gunnison sage-
grouse in western Colorado 
and the lesser prairie chicken 
in southeastern Colorado. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service is facing a September 
31, 2012 deadline for issuing 
a proposed rule designating 
the Gunnison sage-grouse and 
lesser prairie chicken as endan-
gered or threatened species, or 
determining that the species do 
not warrant federal endangered 
species protection. If the Fish 
and Wildlife Service decides to 
list either bird, it will propose 
to designate critical habitat at 
that time.

The federal agency is re-
quired to make a similar deci-
sion on greater sage-grouse by 
September 2015. 

On Friday, Commissioners 
will also get their first look at 
proposed herd management 
plans for the Elevenmile elk 
herd, the Hugo, Thatcher and 
Yoder pronghorn herds and the 
Poudre-Rawah Rocky Moun-
tain Bighorn Sheep herd. 

The Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife Commission is a 
14-member board, appointed 
by the governor, which sets 
regulations and policies for 
Colorado’s state parks wildlife 
programs. To view the com-
plete agenda for the June Parks 
and Wildlife Commission meet-
ing, please see the Commission 
web page: http://wildlife.state.
co.us/ParksWildlifeCommis-
sion/Archives/2012/Pages/
June7-8_2012.aspx.

The Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife Commission meets 
monthly and travels to commu-
nities around the state to facili-
tate public participation in its 
processes. The commission will 
travel to Sterling, Gunnison, 
Glenwood Springs, Durango, 
Yuma and Colorado Springs 
during the remainder of 2012. 

Members of the public who 
are unable to attend Parks and 
Wildlife Commission meetings 
or workshops can listen to the 
proceedings through an Inter-
net link. The commission pro-
vides this opportunity to keep 
constituents better informed 
about the development of regu-
lations and how it is working 
with Parks and Wildlife staff 
to guide the management of 
parks, wildlife and outdoor 
recreation programs.

To access the live audio feed 

during the meeting, click on the 
“listen to live audio” link at the 
bottom of the commission web-
page at: http://wildlife.state.
co.us/ParksWildlifeCommis-
sion/Pages/Commission.aspx.
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To me, the best part about 

hunting is not harvesting game 
– but spending quality time 
outdoors with friends and fam-
ily. One of the best ways to do 
that is through dove hunting, 
which is one reason why great 
dove hunts are in such high de-
mand but often difficult to find.

That’s why the FWC created 
its Special-Opportunity Dove 
Club Program – to offer hunters 
the chance of experiencing ex-
ceptional dove hunting on the 
state’s best public dove fields.

Dove Club permits enable 
one adult and one youth (under 
age 16) to hunt all scheduled 
dates for the dove field of their 
choice. Permits cost $150 and 
enable both hunters to take a 
daily bag limit of birds each. 
There are eight hunts on all but 
one of the selected dove fields 
(Caravelle Ranch has six), and 
all hunts are from noon until 
sunset and take place on Satur-
days, starting Oct. 6 and ending 
Jan. 5.

Last year, 1,421 birds were 
harvested from six fields. This 
coming season, there again will 
be six special-opportunity dove 


