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erative effort by the state fish 
and wildlife agencies, all four 
flyway councils, and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 

 “We are conducting this 
survey because hunter opinions 
and preferences are important 
and should be taken into ac-
count whenever possible,” said 
Dr. Ken Richkus of the Service’s 
Population and Habitat Assess-
ment Branch. “The FWS and the 
states want to make sure we use 
the best science-based informa-
tion for the management and 
conservation of our migratory 
bird resources.” 

 There are more than 1 mil-
lion dove hunters national-
ly, with seasons in 40 states. 
“We’re surveying dove hunters 
in every state that has a dove 
season so they can give us their 
opinions on a variety of topics,” 
Richkus said. “This approach 
will give us an excellent pic-
ture of mourning dove hunter 
thoughts and needs by state, 
region, and nationwide.” 

 The National Dove Hunter 
Survey is scheduled to begin in 
late June 2012, and will be com-
pleted by the end of the year. 

 “We really hope each dove 
hunter who receives a survey 
takes the time to complete and 
return it in the postage-paid 
envelope provided,” Richkus 
added. “Their answers are very 
important, and we appreciate 
their efforts to tell us what they 
think.” 
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The Department of Fish and 
Game (DFG) has completed 
its 2012 waterfowl breeding 
population survey. The results 
show that although the over-
all number of breeding ducks 
decreased, the number of mal-
lards – the most abundant duck 
in the survey – increased 21 
percent since last year.

“Surveys indicated an in-
crease in mallard abundance 
and habitat conditions were 
good in most of northeastern 
California and good through-
out the Central Valley, so we 
expect above-average produc-
tion for all waterfowl species,” 
said DFG Waterfowl Program 
Biologist Melanie Weaver.

The total number of ducks 
(all species combined) de-
creased from 558,600 last year 
to 524,500 this year. The de-
cline was attributed to lower 
numbers of gadwall and cin-
namon teal. This estimate is 11 
percent below the long-term 
average. The breeding popu-
lation of mallards increased 
from 314,700 in 2011 to 381,900 

this year. Mallard numbers are 
above their long-term average.

DFG biologists and pilots 
have conducted this annual 
survey using fixed-wing air-
craft since 1955. The survey 
covers most of the suitable 
waterfowl nesting habitat in 
the state, including wetland 
and agricultural habitats in 
northeastern California, the 
Sacramento Valley, San Joaquin 
Valley, Suisun Marsh, Napa-
Sonoma Marshes, the Delta and 
some foothill areas.

Most of California’s winter-
ing duck population originates 
from breeding areas surveyed 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) in Alaska 
and Canada, and the results 
of those surveys should be 
available in July. DFG survey 
information, along with similar 
data from other Pacific Flyway 
states, is used by the USFWS 
when setting hunting season 
frameworks for regulations in 
California and other Pacific 
Flyway states.

The Federal regulation 
frameworks specify the earliest 
and latest permissible hunting 
dates, maximum season lengths 
and maximum bag limits. Once 
DFG receives the USFWS esti-
mates and the frameworks for 
waterfowl hunting regulations 
from the USFWS, DFG will 
make a recommendation to the 
Fish and Game Commission 
(FGC) regarding this year ’s 
waterfowl hunting regulations. 
The FGC traditionally sets wa-
terfowl hunting regulations at 
their August meeting.


