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House Appropriations 
Bill Will Help Hunters 
Access Public Lands 
The U.S. House of Rep-

resentatives Appropriations 
Committee today approved 
the fiscal year 2013 Interior 
and Environment Appropria-
tions bill that includes $7.5 
million to expand and enhance 
access for hunting, fishing and 
recreational shooting on U.S. 
Forest Service and U.S. Bureau 
of Land Management lands. 
Securing this funding has been 
a priority for the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation® 
(NSSF®) along with partner or-
ganizations such as the Boone 
and Crockett Club, NRA, the 
Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Foundation and others.

If included in the final ap-
propriations measure, the fund-
ing will allow the Forest Service 
and BLM to acquire rights-of-
way and other land interests 
from willing-seller landown-
ers to open access to existing 
federal lands for hunting and 
fishing where it is closed or 
significantly restricted.

“The biggest challenge fac-
ing hunters and shooters is 
diminishing access to public 
lands. This important appro-
priations provision addresses 
this challenge head-on, and 
the NSSF is deeply grateful 
to Appropriations Committee 
Chairman Harold Rogers and 
Interior Subcommittee Chair-
man Mike Simpson for cham-
pioning this cause,” said Larry 
Keane, senior vice president 
and general counsel of NSSF, 

the trade association for the 
firearms, ammunition, hunting 
and shooting sports industry.

Boone and Crockett Club 
Chairman Bob Model praised 
Chairman Simpson for “his 
longstanding and deep com-
mitment to enhancing hunting 
opportunities on our public 
lands.” 

For the 32 million American 
hunters, anglers and recreation-
al shooters, federal public lands 
are increasingly vital to their 
participation in outdoor sports. 
Nearly half of all hunters, for 
example, pursue their passion 
on public lands. Reduced ac-
cess is repeatedly cited as the 
primary reason that hunters, 
anglers and recreational shoot-
ers stop participating in these 
sports.

A 2004 report to the House 
Committee on Appropriations 
concluded that more than 35 
million acres of BLM and Forest 
Service land have inadequate 
access. Specifically, nearly 2 
million acres (or 10 percent) of 
Forest Service lands in Mon-
tana and 8.4 million acres (or 
29 percent) of BLM lands in the 
Montana/Dakotas region were 
identified as having inadequate 
access. 

Sportsmen and women 
make important contributions 
to both wildlife conservation 
and the nation’s economy. The 
hunting and shooting sports 
industry creates 210,000 jobs 
nationwide, generating an 
economic benefit of nearly $32 
billion annually.

“If ultimately appropriated, 
this public-access funding will 
serve as another weapon in our 
arsenal as we continue to work 
on behalf of our nation’s hunt-
ing and shooting heritage,” said 
Keane.

Google’s Anti-gun Policy
July 2, 2012 By Larry Keane 

Google, a company that should 
know better than to censor the 
flow of online information, has 
chosen to ban search results 
related to firearms and other 
products it deems not “family 
safe” in its Google Shopping 
function. Until recently, gun-
related products appeared just 
like other products in search 
results, giving shoppers a pow-
erful price-comparison tool. But 
not anymore.

Google’s new, anti-gun pol-
icy, announced May 31, assigns 
a family status to all products. 
Products in the “non-family 
safe” or adult categories are 
blocked from Google Shopping 
and include guns, ammunition 
and knives, vehicles, tobacco 
and traffic devices such as radar 
scramblers.

As one blogger said, “Shame 
on Google,” for blocking infor-
mation related to firearms—
a constitutionally-protected 
product and, we might add, a 
product that millions of Ameri-
cans rely on to protect their 
families.

NSSF is attempting to reach 
Google to urge the company 
to reconsider this discrimina-
tory policy that is hostile to the 

http://www.google.com/shopping
http://support.google.com/adwordspolicy/bin/answer.py?answer=69787

