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understand the food chain, 
hunter dollars spent on tags 
and licenses fund conservation 
efforts and the Pittman Robert-
son dollars, an 11 percent excise 
tax on hunting equipment is 
used to conserve and restore 
habitat which benefits game 
and non-game species of wild-
life as well as anyone who loves 
the outdoors. And it’s not just 
P-R dollars, hunters contribute 
locally and their spending at 
convenience stores, roadside 
diners, sporting good, hotels, 
hardware and clothing stores 
has an absolutely astounding 
ripple effect on local economies 
and jobs acrossAmerica. The 
grassroots organization Hunt-
ing Works forAmericawill work 
hard get this message out.

Local businesses, organi-
zations and individuals have 
applauded the program and 
its introduction to their states.  
InMissouri, “The Missouri 
Chamber of Commerce is ex-
cited to be a part of Hunting 
Works forMissouri. The Cham-
ber’s mission is to protect and 
advance business and, make no 
mistake, hunting contributes 
a lot to the advancement of so 
many businesses in Missouri,” 
said Dan Mehan, Hunting 
Works For Missouri co-chair-
man and president and CEO of 
the Missouri Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry. “Hunting 
has become an economic engine 
to our state and local econo-
mies. We’re glad that this group 
has formed to highlight the 
positive impact hunting plays 
here in Missouri.”

In Iowa, “Gov. Branstad 
and I are both excited to see a 
group like Hunting Works fo-
rIowacome together.  Every in-
dustry that helpsIowagrow and 
prosper is important to us, and 
make no mistake that includes 
hunting,” said Lt. Governor 
Reynolds. “The economic ben-
efit that hunting brings to our 
state is far too important to be 
overlooked, and we are pleased 
that this group has been formed 
to highlight the economic en-
gine that hunting has become to 
our local and state economies.”

Hunting Works for America 
state chapters now have more 
than 500 member partners that 
will monitor public-policy deci-
sions and weigh in on hunting-
related issues that impact their 
respective local economies, 
including issues impacting jobs 
derived from the sport.  Hunt-
ing Works forAmericachapters 
will serve as a vehicle to fa-
cilitate important public-policy 
dialogue and to tell the story of 
how America’s hunting heri-
tage positively effects conser-
vation, jobs and the economy 
across the United States.

Becoming a member is abso-
lutely free of charge, so please 
visit www.huntingworksforaz.
com,  www.huntingworks-
formn.com, www.hunting-
worksfornd.com, www.hunt-
ingworksforia.com  and www.
huntingworksformo.com to 
learn more about how to be-
come a partner and each state’s 
program, including leadership, 
members, social-media op-
portunities and local hunting 

seasons.

We’d like to offer a special 
thanks to each NSSF member 
who has helped launch all five 
HWFA State Programs and the 
hundreds of nontraditional 
hunting allies who have already 
joined this grassroots program.  
Look for a Hunting Works state 
chapter coming soon to state 
near you.

NSSF-Adjusted NICS 
Background Checks Up 

20.6 Percent
The May 2012 NSSF-adjust-

ed National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System 
(NICS) figure of 840,412 is an 
increase of 20.6 percent over the 
NSSF-adjusted NICS figure of 
696,947 in May 2011. For com-
parison, the unadjusted May 
2012 NICS figure of 1,305,392 
reflects a 7.0 percent increase 
from the unadjusted NICS fig-
ure of 1,219,872 in May 2011.

This marks the 24th straight 
month that NSSF-adjusted 
NICS figures have increased 
when compared to the same 
period the previous year.

The adjusted NICS data 
were derived by subtracting 
out NICS purpose code permit 
checks used by several states 
such as Kentucky, Iowa and 
Michigan for CCW permit 
application checks as well as 
checks on active CCW permit 
databases.

Though not a direct correla-
tion to firearms sales, the NSSF-
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