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portation of legally harvested 
polar bears from approved 
populations in Canada before 
the 2008 ban.

Recreational Lands Self 
Defense Act: Prohibits the Sec-
retary of the Army from enforc-
ing any regulation that keeps 
an individual from possessing 
firearms in Army Corps of 
Engineer Water Resource De-
velopment projects or facilities.

· VIOLENT CRIME DE-
CLINES AGAIN . . . Prelimi-
nary crime statistics for 2011 
released today by the FBI 
show a 4 percent decrease 
in violent crime--a continua-
tion of a long-term downward 
trend nationwide. The report 
highlights that all four violent 
crime categories--murder and 
nonnegligent manslaughter, 
forcible rape, robbery and ag-
gravated assault--declined in 
the country’s four major geo-
graphical regions and in all city 
population groups. The report 
also noted that violent crime 
decreased both in metropolitan 
and nonmetropolitan counties. 
The continuing decrease in 
violent crime comes at a time 
when firearms ownership has 
increased across America, a 
fact that utterly contradicts the 
mantra of anti-gun groups that 
more guns equals more crime. 
“Every firearms owner should 
be armed with this informa-
tion,” said NSSF President and 
CEO Steve Sanetti

Two States Added to 
Award-Winning Hunting 

Works for America 
Franchise

Coinciding with the 75th 
anniversary of the Pittman-
Robertson Federal Aid in Wild-
life Restoration Act, two new 
states have been added to the 
award-winning Hunting Works 
for America (HWFA) program.  
The two new HWFA state 
chapters are Iowa and Missouri 
and are welcome additions to 
the existing state chapters in 
Arizona, Minnesota and North 
Dakota.

Hunting Works for Iowa 
launched in Des Moines on 
April 25 with a broad group 
of local and regional leaders 
representing Iowa chambers 
of commerce, convention and 
visitors bureaus, sporting or-
ganizations, small businesses 
and retailers by holding a press 
conference in the State Capitol.  
The media event was led by 
Hunting Works for Iowa co-
chairs Jim Henter, president, 
Iowa Retail Federation; Libbey 
Patton, tourism director, Clear 
Lake Chamber of Commerce; 
and small businessman Steve 
Ries, owner of Top Gun Ken-
nels.  The event also received 
support from the Iowa Lt. Gov. 
Kim Reynolds.

Hunting Works for Missouri 
Co-Chair Dan Mehan, presi-
dent and CEO of the Missouri 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, speaks to the press in 
Liberty, Mo.

Just one week later, the 
Hunting Works for Missouri 
chapter launched its efforts by 
holding press conferences in 
Springfield and Kansas City 
on May 1 and 2. The May 1 
media event was held at Hunt-
ing Works for Missouri partner 
Bass Pro Shops’ world head-
quarters in Springfield, and 
the May 2 event was held at 
HWFMO partner Rogers Sport-
ing Goods in the Kansas City 
suburb of Liberty.  Speakers for 
the events included Hunting 
Works for Missouri co-chairs 
Dan Mehan, president and 
CEO of the Missouri Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry; 
Shannon Peisert, general man-
ager of Rogers Sporting Goods; 
Brandon Butler, publisher of 
Driftwood Outdoors; Martin 
MacDonald, director of conser-
vation at Bass Pro Shops; Cecil 
Huff, owner of Bucks and Spurs 
Ranch; Sam Ringenberg, Polaris 
brand manager at Clear Creek 
Vehicles; and Springfield City 
Councilman Jeff Seifried, re-
gional development manager at 
the Springfield Area Chamber 
of Commerce.

Hunting Works for America 
is an initiative that was devel-
oped by the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation in 2010 to 
forge an alliance between sport-
ing organizations and the many 
businesses and workers whose 
livelihood depends on hunting 
to survive.

We started this program to 
help connect the dots on the 
economics behind hunting.  
Many people simply don’t 
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