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wildlife enhancement, (2) wa-
ter quality, (3) soil erosion, (4) 
enduring benefits, and (5) air 
quality. The minimal acceptable 
EBI level for this sign-up was 
209. The average rental rate per 
acre for this sign-up is $51.24. 

“On one hand, we are 
pleased to see such a substan-
tial number of offers from this 
spring’s CRP general signup, 
considering external factors 
such as record high land val-
ues and commodity prices,” 
said Dave Nomsen, Pheasants 
Forever ’s Vice President of 
Governmental Affairs. 

Nomsen added, “On the 
other hand, we are concerned 
about the significant decline of 
CRP acres across the Northern 
Plains states. In total, the North-
ern Plains will lose in excess 
of one million acres of CRP 
through the 2012 re-enrollment 
process. The continued loss 
of CRP from this region will 
have far reaching wildlife and 
environmental ramifications. 
These acres represent America’s 
pheasant and duck factories, as 
well as the starting point for the 
Mississippi and Missouri River 
watersheds impacting water 
quality all the way to the Gulf 
of Mexico.” 

While Pheasants Forever 
is concerned about the current 
status of CRP, Nomsen did ad-
dress opportunities to work 
toward in the coming months. 
“Recent USDA announcements 
for new CRP initiatives focus-
ing on 750,000 acres of highly 
erodible, or HEL lands, and for 
1 million acres of targeted CRP 
buffer practices may be very 
helpful to address resource con-

cerns from areas experiencing 
loss of overall CRP. In addition, 
Congress can address these 
habitat and natural resource 
concerns by quickly passing a 
2012 Farm Bill with a strong 
overall conservation title in-
cluding CRP, and new policies 
like the Sodsaver provisions 
that will help protect valuable 
native prairie grasslands.” 

CRP is a voluntary pro-
gram designed to help farmers, 
ranchers and other agricultural 
producers protect their envi-
ronmentally sensitive land. 
Eligible landowners receive an-
nual rental payments and cost-
share assistance to establish 
long-term, resource conserving 
covers on eligible farmland 
throughout the duration of 10 
to 15 year contracts. 

CRP has a 25-year legacy of 
successfully protecting the na-
tion’s natural resources through 
voluntary participation, while 
providing significant economic 
and environmental benefits 
to rural communities across 
the United States. Under CRP, 
farmers and ranchers plant 
grasses and trees in crop fields 
and along streams or rivers. 
The plantings prevent soil and 
nutrients from washing into 
waterways, reduce soil erosion 
that may otherwise contribute 
to poor air and water quality, 
and provide valuable habitat 
for wildlife. Plant cover estab-
lished on the acreage accepted 
into the CRP will reduce nutri-
ent and sediment runoff in our 
nation’s rivers and streams. In 
2011, as a result of CRP, nitrogen 
and phosphorous losses from 

farm fields were reduced by 623 
million pounds and 124 million 
pounds respectively. The CRP 
has restored more than two 
million acres of wetlands and 
associated buffers and reduces 
soil erosion by more than 300 
million tons per year. CRP 
also provides $1.8 billion an-
nually to landowners—dollars 
that make their way into local 
economies, supporting small 
businesses and creating jobs. 
In addition, CRP is the largest 
private lands carbon sequestra-
tion program in the country. By 
placing vulnerable cropland 
into conservation, CRP se-
questers carbon in plants and 
soil, and reduces both fuel and 
fertilizer usage. In 2010, CRP 
resulted in carbon sequestra-
tion equal to taking almost 10 
million cars off the road. 

For more information re-
garding today’s announcement, 
please contact Dave Nomsen at 
(320) 491-9163 or E-mail Dave. 
For all other inquiries, please 
contact Rehan Nana, Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever Pub-
lic Relations Specialist, at (651) 
209-4973 or E-mail Rehan. 

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-
vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to upland 
habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 135,000 members 
and 700 local chapters across 
the United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conserva-
tion funds are spent, the only 
national conservation organiza-
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