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and wildlife industries depend 
upon the habitat these marshes 
provide to fish and wildlife, 
the nation’s energy and ship-
ping industries depend on 
these same marshes to protect 
important infrastructure from 
Gulf storms.

“The economic health of 
the United States depends on 
sustaining the navigation, flood 
control and energy production 
provided by the Gulf Coast 
ecosystem, and each of those 
functions is currently at severe 
risk due to the degradation of 
these coastal wetlands,” Hall 
said. “This legislation is impor-
tant to the entire country. The 
region is an often overlooked 
but important part of the foun-
dation of our national economy, 
and the financial strength of 
the nation is intrinsically tied 
to this region’s environmental 
well-being.”

As the single most impor-
tant wintering area for water-
fowl in North America, the 
Gulf Coast is one of DU’s five 
highest-priority habitats for 
conservation on the continent. 
Unfortunately, no wetland 
system in North America is 
sustaining the rates of loss in-
curred in the Gulf Coast region, 
especially in coastal Louisiana. 
Hence, Ducks Unlimited’s 
focus remains on addressing 
the long-term loss of coastal 
wetlands threatening this vital 
ecosystem.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 

habitats. Established in 1937, 
DU is celebrating its 75th an-
niversary this year, with special 
events, projects and promotions 
across the continent. Ducks 
Unlimited has conserved more 
than 12 million acres thanks to 
contributions from more than 
a million supporters across the 
continent. Guided by science 
and dedicated to program ef-
ficiency, DU works toward the 
vision of wetlands sufficient to 
fill the skies with waterfowl to-
day, tomorrow and forever. For 
more information on our work, 
visit www.ducks.org. Connect 
with us on our Facebook page 
at facebook.com/ducksunlim-
ited, follow our tweets at twit-
ter.com/ducksunlimited and 
watch DU videos at youtube.
com/ducksunlimitedinc.

Pheasants Forever
85% CRP Acceptance 

Rate Leads to Nearly 4 
Million Acres of Habitat

Pheasants Forever con-
cerned about massive habitat 
losses in Northern Plains

CRP lands provide quality 
pheasant and wildlife habitat 
across much of the country.

Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack today announced that 
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) will accept 
3.9 million acres offered under 
the 43rd Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) general sign-
up. During the extended five-
week signup, the Department 
received nearly 48,000 offers 
on more than 4.5 million acres 
of land, demonstrating demand 
for CRP as our nation’s most 
successful voluntary program 
for conserving land and im-
proving our soil, water, air and 
wildlife habitat resources. 

USDA selected offers for 
enrollment based on an Envi-
ronmental Benefits Index (EBI) 
comprised of five environmen-
tal factors plus cost. The five 
environmental factors are: (1) 
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