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by the U.S. government and 
its return on taxpayer invest-
ment is unparalleled,” Hall 
continued. “We are commit-
ted to working with Congress 
throughout the appropriations 
process to increase funding for 
this essential program. Our 
hope is that the final enacted 
bill will contain funding levels 
more reflective of NAWCA’s 
effectiveness, its value and its 
significant contributions to 
wetlands habitat conservation 
and the economy.”

Also in the bill were major 
cuts to other key programs that 
impact waterfowl, including an 
overall 21 percent cut to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service bud-
get and a dramatic 80 percent 
drop in recommended funding 
for the Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund (LWCF). On a par-
allel track, DU and a large num-
ber of partners are supporting 
LWCF funding in the ongoing 
negotiations over the trans-
portation bill. The current Sen-
ate version of the bill includes 
$1.4 billion in LWCF funding. 
DU continues to encourage 
its supporters to contact their 
members of Congress to sup-
port this important component 
of the highway bill.

The subcommittee bill now 
moves to the full Appropria-
tions Committee for markup 
and the Senate will act on the 
resulting legislation later this 
year. DU is working to restore 
funding for programs in the bill 
most important to waterfowl.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-

ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
DU is celebrating its 75th an-
niversary this year, with special 
events, projects and promotions 
across the continent. Ducks 
Unlimited has conserved more 
than 12 million acres thanks to 
contributions from more than 
a million supporters across the 
continent. Guided by science 
and dedicated to program ef-
ficiency, DU works toward the 
vision of wetlands sufficient to 
fill the skies with waterfowl to-
day, tomorrow and forever. For 
more information on our work, 
visit www.ducks.org. Connect 
with us on our Facebook page 
at facebook.com/ducksunlim-
ited, follow our tweets at twit-
ter.com/ducksunlimited and 
watch DU videos at youtube.
com/ducksunlimitedinc.

Ducks Unlimited 
celebrates victory for 

Gulf Coast restoration
 Ducks Unlimited is cel-

ebrating the inclusion of key el-
ements of the RESTORE Act in 
the Surface Transportation 
Extension Act reported out of 
conference committee today. 
The RESTORE Act directs Clean 
Water Act fines levied against 
the parties responsible for the 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill to 
restore the Gulf Coast’s ecosys-
tem and economy.

“Ducks Unlimited is pleased 
to see Congress recognize the 
national importance of the Gulf 
Coast and seize this precedent-
setting opportunity to support 

its restoration by including the 
RESTORE Act in the bill they 
will send to the president,” said 
DU CEO Dale Hall. “Without 
this investment in restoration, 
the people and wildlife that 
depend on the Gulf region’s 
ecosystem, as well as indus-
tries vital to the entire country, 
remain even more susceptible 
to future disasters.”

Since the 2010 Deepwater 
Horizon disaster, DU and its 
partners have worked with 
Congress to build support for 
legislation ensuring penalties 
paid by the responsible parties 
under the Clean Water Act are 
used to restore the Gulf Coast 
region.

“Ducks Unlimited com-
mends Senators Barbara Boxer, 
Mary Landrieu, Richard Shelby, 
Bill Nelson, David Vitter, the 
other Senate cosponsors of RE-
STORE and their staffs for their 
dedication to seeing the legisla-
tion passed,” said DU President 
John Newman. “House Speaker 
John Boehner; Majority Leader 
Eric Cantor; and Congressmen 
Steve Scalise, Jo Bonner and 
Steve Palazzo should also be 
applauded for making Gulf 
Coast restoration a priority.”

“This legislation is a ra-
tional and necessary solution 
that adds no further burden to 
taxpayers or the national defi-
cit and ensures the fines levied 
against the responsible parties 
are invested in the areas most 
damaged by the spill,” Hall 
said.

Just as the Gulf region’s 
multi-billion-dollar fishing 
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