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protect wetlands in vital areas 
like the Prairie Pothole Region. 
Farmers and ranchers have 
long been good stewards of 
the land and this ensures their 
continued accountability for 
the federal benefits received. 
As the world’s leader in wet-
lands conservation, DU and our 
more than 1 million supporters 
and partners are ready to work 
with agricultural producers 
to ensure wetlands serve the 
needs of our communities and 
country.”

Protections for our nation’s 
natural resources have never 
been more critical.

“The rate at which native 
grassland, particularly in our 
nation’s prairies, is being con-
verted rivals any in recent 
history,” Schmidt said. “Weak-
ening protections and rising 
crop prices have put native 
grasslands at high risk of being 
converted. This Farm Bill sets 
the stage for ongoing partner-
ship among America’s farmers, 
ranchers, and conservationists, 
providing agricultural produc-
ers the programs and tools they 
need to manage and maintain 
productive soil and water re-
sources, while generating ben-
efits for waterfowl, hunters, 
anglers and wildlife watchers.”

Hall and Schmidt praised 
our nation’s senators, especially 
Chairwoman Debbie Stabe-
now and Ranking Member 
Pat Roberts, for crafting a bi-
partisan bill that enhances our 
nation’s agricultural economy 
and conserves essential natural 
resources. Ducks Unlimited 
stands ready to work with the 
House agricultural committee 

and leadership to complete pas-
sage of the 2012 Farm Bill.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
DU is celebrating its 75th an-
niversary this year, with special 
events, projects and promotions 
across the continent. Ducks 
Unlimited has conserved more 
than 12 million acres thanks to 
contributions from more than 
a million supporters across the 
continent. Guided by science 
and dedicated to program ef-
ficiency, DU works toward the 
vision of wetlands sufficient to 
fill the skies with waterfowl to-
day, tomorrow and forever. For 
more information on our work, 
visit www.ducks.org. Connect 
with us on our Facebook page 
at facebook.com/ducksunlim-
ited, follow our tweets at twit-
ter.com/ducksunlimited and 
watch DU videos at youtube.
com/ducksunlimitedinc.

U.S. House panel 
recommends decrease 
in waterfowl habitat 
funding Senate will 

be pivotal in rescuing 
programs

 The Interior, Environment 
and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Subcommittee yester-
day passed a bill out of subcom-
mittee that would cut funding 
for key conservation programs 
of importance to waterfowl. Of 

greatest significance to Ducks 
Unlimited is the $22.3 million 
appropriation for the North 
American Wetlands Conser-
vation Act (NAWCA), a more 
than $13 million cut from last 
fiscal year.

“While we understand the 
spending constraints the House 
Appropriations Committee is 
operating under, we are disap-
pointed with the spending level 
recommended for the North 
American Wetlands Conserva-
tion Fund in the subcommit-
tee’s bill,” said DU CEO Dale 
Hall. “NAWCA leverages a 
modest investment of federal 
dollars with significant non-
federal dollars from partner 
organizations like Ducks Un-
limited to deliver exemplary 
on-the-ground wetlands con-
servation across the nation. This 
appropriations plan is not good 
for conservation or the econo-
my, which is strongly benefited 
by outdoor recreationists.”

Since the program’s incep-
tion, just over $1 billion in 
federal grants have been lever-
aged to collect an additional $3 
billion in matching and non-
matching funds. These dollars 
have been invested in more 
than 2,000 projects that have 
resulted in the conservation of 
more than 25 million acres of 
critical waterfowl and wildlife 
habitat across North America.

“These projects benefit not 
only waterfowl, but also our 
citizens, providing water stor-
age, flood protection and other 
tangible values. NAWCA is one 
of the most effective conserva-
tion programs administered 
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