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appropriates the full amount, 
and often has diverted LWCF 
funds for other purposes. The 
LWCF provision within the 
transportation bill seeks to re-
verse decades of underfunding.

Outside the Gulf Region, 
LWCF has protected vital wild-
life habitats and helped provide 
access for hunting and fishing 
at hundreds of national wildlife 
refuges, national forests and 
national recreation areas, as 
well as state parks and wildlife 
management areas across the 
country. The transportation 
bill’s funding for LWCF will 
also help protect areas around 
the country that are important 
to sportsmen and women, from 
the Dakota Grasslands to the 
John Day Headwaters in the 
Malheur National Forest of 
Oregon.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
DU is celebrating its 75th an-
niversary this year, with special 
events, projects and promotions 
across the continent. Ducks 
Unlimited has conserved more 
than 12 million acres thanks to 
contributions from more than 
a million supporters across the 
continent. Guided by science 
and dedicated to program ef-
ficiency, DU works toward the 
vision of wetlands sufficient to 
fill the skies with waterfowl to-
day, tomorrow and forever. For 
more information on our work, 
visit www.ducks.org. Connect 
with us on our Facebook page 
at facebook.com/ducksunlim-

ited, follow our tweets at twit-
ter.com/ducksunlimited and 
watch DU videos atyoutube.
com/ducksunlimitedinc.

A n d i  C o o p e r 
( 6 0 1 )  9 5 6 - 1 9 3 6 
acooper@ducks.org

DU applauds Senate 
passing 2012 Farm Bill

ucks Unlimited announced 
its appreciation today following 
the U.S. Senate’s 64-35 passage 
of the 2012 Farm Bill. The $969.9 
billion bipartisan bill main-
tained a conservation title that 
will benefit wildlife and people. 
Critical conservation initia-
tives include the Conservation 
Reserve Program, a conserva-
tion easement program with a 
strong wetland component, a 
regional partnership program 
aimed at improving water 
quality and a Sodsaver provi-
sion. The Senate also moved 
to link eligibility for federally 
subsidized crop insurance to 
compliance with conservation 
practices.

“In  these  chal lenging 
economic times it’s critical 
to thoughtfully review long-
standing programs and to work 
on increased efficacy and cost 
savings,” said DU CEO Dale 
Hall. “The conservation title in 
the Farm Bill has gone through 
extreme scrutiny, and our legis-
lators have made some changes 
that maintain support for a 
strong agricultural economy 
and the conservation of soil, 
water, wetlands, waterfowl 

and other wildlife. This bill 
recognizes the significant value 
of conservation programs in 
keeping our citizens on their 
working farms, ranches and 
forestlands.”

The 2012 Farm Bill encom-
passes a wide range of pro-
grams connected to Ameri-
can land and agriculture. The 
conservation programs have 
been streamlined to provide 
practices that will allow farm-
ers to be better stewards of 
their land, as well as conserve 
critical water, soil and wildlife. 
DU is especially pleased to see 
several key provisions that will 
conserve wetlands and native 
grasslands.

One such program, Sod-
saver, is aimed at protecting 
native grasslands from being 
converted to cropland. It does 
so by reducing federal crop in-
surance on any grassland acres 
with no cropping history that 
are newly converted to crop 
production. The program is es-
pecially important in the Prairie 
Pothole Region of the Dakotas 
and Montana, where the loss of 
native grassland nesting habitat 
can have monumental impacts 
on waterfowl populations and 
people.

“Wetlands are critical not 
only as waterfowl and other 
wildlife habitat, but also to help 
improve water quality and re-
duce flooding for downstream 
residents,” said DU Chief Con-
servation Officer Paul Schmidt. 
“Providing incentives for good 
conservation practices as part 
of the crop insurance program 
is sound public policy and will 
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