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Alaska Ptarmigan

The U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service (Service) 
announced today that 

we have completed our evalu-
ation of a petition to list the 
southern and Mt. Rainier white-
tailed ptarmigan as threatened 
under the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA).  We determined that 
substantial biological informa-
tion exists to warrant a more 
in-depth examination of the 
status of the southern and Mt. 
Rainier white-tailed ptarmigan.  

We will conduct a full status 
review of both subspecies of 
white-tailed ptarmigan, and 
once the review is complete, 
determine whether to propose 
adding the southern and/or Mt. 
Rainier white-tailed ptarmigan 
to the Federal lists of threatened 
or endangered wildlife and 
plants.  The southern white-
tailed ptarmigan occurs in the 
Rocky Mountains of Colorado 
and New Mexico.  The Mt. 
Rainier white-tailed ptarmigan 
occurs in the North Cascade 
Mountains of Washington.  

The Service’s decision, com-

monly known as a 90-day 
finding, is based on scientific 
information about the species 
provided in a petition request-
ing the species be listed under 
the ESA.  The petition and sup-
porting documents provided 
substantial information that 
the southern and Mt. Rainier 
white-tailed ptarmigan may 
be threatened by the loss and 
modification of alpine habitats 
due to global climate change.  
Information in the petition also 
indicated that warming tem-
peratures may depress popula-
tion growth rates and increase 
susceptibility to heat stress.       

The finding on the petition 
does not mean that we have 
decided it is appropriate to 
list the southern or Mt. Rainier 
white-tailed ptarmigan.  Rather, 
this finding is the first step in a 
process to trigger a more thor-
ough review of all the biological 
information available for both 
subspecies.   

To ensure the status review 
is comprehensive, we are so-
liciting information from State 
and Federal natural resource 
agencies and all interested 

parties regarding the southern 
and Mt. Rainier white-tailed 
ptarmigan and its habitat.  

Based on the status review, 
we will make one of three pos-
sible determinations: 

Protection under the ESA is 
not warranted, in which case no 
further action would be taken.

Protection under the ESA 
as threatened or endangered 
is warranted.  In this case, we 
would publish a proposal to 
add the population to the list 
of threatened and endangered 
species and designate critical 
habitat (if prudent and deter-
minable), solicit independent 
scientific peer review of the 
proposal, seek input from the 
public, and consider the input 
before a final decision about 
listing the species is made.  
Generally, the final decision is 
made one year after the species 
is proposed. 

Protection under the ESA 
is warranted but precluded by 
higher priority activities.  This 
means the species would be 
added to the Federal list of can-
didate species, and the proposal 
to list would be deferred while 
the Service works on listing 
proposals for other species that 
are at greater risk.  A warranted 
but precluded finding requires 
subsequent annual reviews 
of the finding until such time 
as either a listing proposal is 
published, or a not warranted 
finding is made based on new 
information.
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