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around the nation offered dogs 
for sale that specialize in hunt-
ing shed antlers. So three years 
ago she began antler training 
with pups.

On her front porch is a pile 
of antlers found in past hunts 
that she uses for training. She 
leaves them out in the open 
air so they can become free of 
any human or dog scent. Long 
wears scent-blocking gloves 
when she’s handling antlers 
used for training. Once a 
dog has retrieved an antler 
a few times, it’s retired for 
a few weeks. She wants the 
dog to only hone in on ant-
ler scent.

When puppies arrive at 
her house, one of the first 
things they find is a pile of 
antlers in the yard. Puppies 
are allowed to play with 
antlers for a few hours after 
training sessions. Long does 
some toss and retrieve play 
with them, but she’s careful 
about not doing too much.

“Antlers don’t fly,” she 
said. “I want them to be 
looking for a motionless 
object and not looking for 
flight.”

Long has developed 
some techniques for condi-
tioning pups to antler scent 
that she does not reveal. 
But the basics are tapping 
a dog’s instincts to hunt, to 
react to scent and to please 
the dog’s best friend _ the 
owner.

It’s probably possible that 
dogs could be trained to find 
morel mushrooms with the 
same technique, Long said, 
though she hasn’t tried that. 
Keeping a fragile morel fresh 
for training would be far harder 
than storing hard and dense 
antlers.

For now, Long and her 
pups are happy seeking ant-
lers. Mossy takes such pride in 
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finding an antler that his first 
impulse is to run back to the 
kennel and show off his finds 
for the other pups in training.

“Mossy is in heaven when 
he’s got an antler,” Long said. 
“He’s obsessed with the antler.”

Mossy gives a single 
white-tail deer antler to 

trainer Carla Long.


