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With target-shooting activ-
ity peaking during summer 
months and youngsters finish-
ing the school year, now is a 
good time for gun owners to 
review procedures for storing 
their firearms safely at home, 
says the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation®, the trade 
association for the firearms 
industry.

NSSF® reminds firearm 
owners that on returning home 
after spending a fun day at the 
shooting range to immediately 
secure firearms so that a child 
or other unauthorized person 
cannot access a loaded gun.

“Nearly all firearm acci-
dents can be prevented by 
following a few simple safe-
storage steps,” said NSSF’s Di-
rector of Communications Bill 
Brassard Jr., who oversees the 
Foundation’s safety education 
programs. “Accidental firearm 
fatalities are at historic low 
levels thanks to the precautions 
taken by responsible firearms 
owners and because of safety 
reminders promoted by NSSF 
and other concerned groups.”

Putting firearms away un-
loaded and storing ammuni-
tion separately--both in locked 
locations--can prevent a tragic 
accident from happening. Gun 
cabinets and gun safes are ex-
cellent locked-storage options, 
and adding a gun lock to a 
firearm provides an extra level 
of safety.

Taking such precautions 
is particularly important dur-
ing summer not only because 
people use their firearms more 
often for target shooting, but 
also because children are home 
from school and sometimes left 
unsupervised. “Children are 
naturally curious. They have a 
knack for finding things adults 
don’t want them to find,” said 
Brassard. “Hiding a firearm 
in a drawer or a closet is not a 
substitute for locked storage.”

Those who keep a firearm 
for home protection must de-
velop their own safety precau-
tions to create a situation in 
which the firearm is available 
to them and not to an unau-
thorized person. Quick-access 
lock boxes are one solution for 

the person who keeps a firearm 
for home defense and also has 
children in the home. “It’s one 
of the most important respon-
sibilities of every gun owner to 
prevent a child from accessing a 
loaded firearm,” said Brassard.

Safe gun handling and safe 
storage go hand-in-hand. When 
going target shooting this sum-
mer, it’s a good idea to review 
the basic rules of firearm safety, 
especially with newcomers.

The four basic rules are . . .

Always keep the gun’s muz-
zle pointed in a safe direction.

Treat every gun as if it were 
loaded.

Keep your finger off the 
trigger until you are ready to 
shoot.

Know your target and what 
lies beyond it.

The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation provides a 
number of educational materi-
als that help gun owners and 
non-owners make informed 
decisions when it comes to 
firearms safety.

These include . . .

The safety brochures “Fire-
arms Safety Depends on YouSM,” 
“Firearms Responsibility in the 
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