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down the hill and across a creek 
when it literally bounded into the 
middle of a covey of Hungarian 
partridge. Huns were suddenly 
in the air all around him and the 
deer almost jumped out of his 
skin with panic after his surprise 
encounter with the partridge.

A Montana ruffed grouse 
hunt often has the possibilities 
of a mixed bag with blue grouse 
and Franklin grouse sometimes 
sharing the same mountain. One 
near‑perfect afternoon’s hunt 
produced a big blue grouse from 
atop a mountain ridge, and after 
we climbed down off the ridge to 
follow a creek back to the truck, 
Alix flushed a ruffed grouse that 
I added to our bag.

More typical was the fol-
lowing week, when I hit several 
favorite-bagged nothing. As the 
sun was setting, I came home, 
hot, muddy and exhausted, just 
in time to see my wife, Kay, com-
ing out the back door with a 
camera in hand.

A neighbor  had cal led 
and asked, “You want to see 
a grouse?” A blue grouse had 
wandered down from the nearby 
mountains and into his urban 
backyard where it was happily 
eating berries from his hedge.

I wanted to get fishing net 
and capture the grouse, since I 
apparently get them any other 
way. Kay asserted that the neigh-
borhood was sanctuary.
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How To Cool 
An Over Heated Dog 

By Dennis Guldan

Sometimes the simplest 
things in life are misunder-
stood.

Case in point, how do 
you cool a dog?

With the drought across 
most of the nation and the 
always-hot hunting season 
upon us it is time to talk 
about how to cool an over 
heated dog.

It’s easy just pour water 
over their back. Yes that is 
easy and yes it is WRONG! 

The great thinkers in 
this world were first obser-
vationists. Knowing nature 
probably knows the best 
ways to do things perhaps 
it is time to observe.

How would an over 
heated dog if left to their 
own devise cool itself?

Do they roll on their 
back and worm their way 
into a lake, pond or a pool 
of water? Nope! The start 
with their paws and wade 
in to their stomach then 
slowly get in and perhaps 

swim. The same way WE 
do.

So why when we are 
cooling our dogs do we 
cool their backs FIRST? 
Because we are idiots? 

I read this method from 
Dave Duffey the poet laure-
ate of all hunting dog writ-
ers. Cool the dogs from the 
FEET & underbelly FIRST! 
Makes perfect sense.

The other day we saw 
a family cooling their dog 
the wrong way. I told them 
the correct way and how it 
was the natural way dogs 
are cooled. As I was walk-
ing away I hear a little 
voice say: “Thanks man 
my owners are idiots, this 
is MUCH BETTER!”

So next time your dog 
may need some cooling, 
do it the RIGHT way from 
bottom up!

Keep it Cool!

Dennis Guldan


