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Michigan residents can purchase 

the Recreation Passport ($10 for 
motor vehicles; $5 for motorcycles) 
by checking “YES” on their li-
cense plate renewal forms, or at 
any state park or recreation area. 
Nonresident motor vehicles must 
still display a valid nonresident 
Recreation Passport ($29 annual; 
$8 daily) to enter a Michigan state 
park, recreation area or state-
administered boating access fee 
site; these can be purchased at any 
state park or recreation area. To 
learn more about the Recreation 
Passport, visit www.michigan.
gov/recreationpassport or call 
517-241-7275.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more informa-
tion, go to www.michigan.gov/
dnr.

Mississippi
Breeding Duck 

Populations Increase
Breeding waterfowl popula-

tions have increased from 2010 
estimates for eight of the ten duck 
species surveyed; and overall, 
duck estimates increased 11 per-
cent from last year to just over 45 
million birds.  The U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and Canadian 
Wildlife Service conduct annual 
waterfowl population surveys on 
the breeding grounds to monitor 
waterfowl populations and help 
set hunting season frameworks. 

The 2011 May pond count was 
8.1 million ponds, an increase of 
22 percent over the 2010 count of 
6.6 million ponds.  “Last year’s 
May pond counts held steady 
with recent years, which were 
very good.  This year’s counts 
were significantly higher” said 

Houston Havens, Waterfowl Pro-
gram Biologist for the Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, 
and Parks (MDWFP). 

Mallard numbers increased 9% 
from last year to 9.1 million birds.  
Blue-winged teal populations 
showed the largest increase (41%) 
and were estimated at 8.9 mil-
lion birds, followed by redheads 
and northern pintails, which in-
creased 27% and 26%, respectively.  
Gadwall, northern shoveler, and 
canvasback population estimates 
showed increases of 9 to 18% while 
scaup were similar to last year’s 
estimates (2% increase).  Green-
winged teal (-17%) and wigeon 
(-14%) estimates showed the only 
decreases. 

This year’s population estimates 
and breeding habitat conditions 
are very encouraging.  However, 
many factors contribute to a good 
hunting season for Mississippi’s 
duck hunters.  Fall and winter 
weather conditions play a large 
role in the migration of ducks.  
Also, Mississippi’s wetland habi-
tat quality and distribution plays a 
large role in hunting success.

“With high population estimates, 
it will be interesting to see if this 
year’s hunting success shows a 
similar increase.  Last year we ob-
served high duck numbers in the 
Delta, but a general lack of wet-
land habitat across the landscape 
presented a challenge to many 
duck hunters” said Havens. 

“Our Wildlife Management Area 
staff is working hard to make sure 
that ducks find quality habitat 
when they arrive from the north” 
said Ed Penny, MDWFP Wildlife 
Bureau Director.  “These inten-
sively managed areas give migrat-
ing ducks a place to rest and feed 
early in the year before landscape 
level habitat conditions improve 
from natural flooding.” 

Early Migratory Game 
Bird Frameworks 

Announced
Jackson- The Commission on 

Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks will 
consider dates for the 2011-2012 
early hunting seasons for migra-
tory game birds on July 19, 2011 at 
their monthly meeting.  The meet-
ing will be held at 2:30 p.m. at the 
Mississippi Department of Wild-
life, Fisheries, and Parks (MDW-
FP) office in Jackson.  On June 27, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
released early-season frameworks 
that provide a “window” of dates 
from which states may select spe-
cific season dates.  This year, these 
early season frameworks will be 
very similar to recent years.

“Hunters statewide will again 
be able to enjoy a 70-day dove 
season with a 15-bird daily bag 
limit,” explained Houston Ha-
vens, MDWFP Waterfowl Program 
Biologist.  Mississippi is divided 
into two zones to maximize hunt-
ing opportunities throughout 
the state.  The North Dove Zone 
is defined as areas north of U.S. 
Hwy. 84 plus areas south of U.S. 
Hwy. 84 and west of MS Hwy. 35.  
The South Dove Zone is defined 
as areas south of U.S. Hwy. 84 and 
east of MS Hwy. 35.  The posses-
sion limit is 30 birds. 

Other “early” migratory game 
bird hunting seasons that will be 
considered at the July meeting in-
clude resident Canada geese, early 
teal, snipe, woodcock, and rails.  
Season dates and bag limits for 
all early season migratory game 
birds will be released after the 
Commission meeting on July 19.  
Visit www.mdwfp.com for more 
details regarding other hunting 
seasons in Mississippi.
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Missouri
Conservation 

Commission sets dove 
and other early migratory 

bird seasons
Missouri hunters who pursue 

doves, teal and other early-mi-
grating birds will find this year’s 
seasons for those species pretty 
much the same as last year.

At its meeting in West Plains 
May 27, the Missouri Conserva-
tion Commission approved the 
following early migratory bird 
seasons:

• Sora and Virginia rails: Sept. 1 
through Nov. 9 (70 days), limits 25 
daily and 25 in possession. (Com-
bined total for both species.)

• Wilson’s (common) snipe: Sept. 
1 through Dec. 16 (107 days) limits 
8 daily and 16 in possession.

• American woodcock: Oct. 15 
through Nov. 28 (45 days), limits 
3 daily and 6 in possession.

• Mourning doves, Eurasian 
collared doves and white-winged 
doves: Sept. 1 through Nov. 9 (70 
days), limits 15 daily and 30 in 
possession. (Combined total for 
all three species.)

• Blue-winged teal, green-
winged teal and cinnamon teal: 
Sept. 10-25 (16 days); limits 4 daily 
and 8 in possession. (Combined 
total for all three species.)

Additional details about early 
migratory bird hunting regula-
tions will be published in the 2011 
Migratory Bird Hunting Digest. 
The publication will be available 
from hunting permit vendors later 
this summer and online at www.
mdc.mo.gov.

Find a Public Dove 
Hunting Area Near You
Dove-hunting season opens 

September 1 and runs through 
November 9, with a limit of 15 
doves daily and 30 in possession. 
Finding a place to hunt doves is a 
breeze. The Conservation Depart-
ment plants sunflowers, wheat, 
millet and other crops on dozens 
of conservation areas statewide to 
provide food for doves and other 
wildlife. Doves swarm those fields 
when the crops ripen, creating ex-
cellent hunting opportunities. To 
make managed dove fields easy 
to find, locater maps are available 
at www.MissouriConservation.
org/18183. You can sort the list 
by area name, by county or by 
region.

Knowing that an area has man-
aged dove fields does not guar-
antee good hunting. Even in the 
best years, crops grow better on 
some areas than others. Excessive 
rainfall can delay crop planting 
on some, and crops planted late 
may not be ready for birds by 
September 1.

The shooting can be fast and the 
mood festive at managed dove 
fields on opening day. Keep safety 
foremost in mind when hunting 
fields with numbers of other hunt-
ers. Wise hunters space themselves 
at safe intervals and take positions 
that avoid interfering with one 
another or shooting in others’ 
direction. Do not shoot at birds 
lower than 45 degrees above the 
horizon, and let other hunters 
know if you have a dog that will 
be retrieving birds. Politely call 
attention to safety issues the first 
time they arise. Most hunters want 
to be safe, but novices might need 
some friendly coaching about 
what is appropriate in a crowded 
dove field.

Hunters are asked to report 
any doves they shoot that have 
leg bands. This can be done by 
calling 800-327-2263 or online at 
www.reportband.gov. Regardless 
of the reporting method, hunters 
provide the band number, and 
where and when the bird was 
killed. Full details of dove hunting 
regulations are found in the 2010 
Migratory Bird Hunting Digest, 
available wherever hunting per-
mits are sold.

Waterfowl Reservations
Hunters who plan to apply for 

reservations at Conservation 
Department managed wetland 
areas should remember that res-
ervations for three areas will go 
through a new system this year.

You can apply for reservations 
at 12 wetland areas from Sept. 
1 through 18 at www.Missouri-
Conservation.org/7559. However, 
at Eagle Bluffs, Grand Pass and 
Otter Slough conservation areas, 
the Conservation Department is 
testing a new reservation system 
called Quick Draw. A Quick Draw 
on Monday of each week will 
assign hunting slots for the fol-
lowing Friday through Monday. 
A Quick Draw each Thursday 
will assign slots for the following 
Tuesday through Thursday.

The traditional system assigns 
reservations months in advance. 
Quick Draw allows hunters to take 
weather and other conditions into 
account when deciding when and 
where to apply. It also is designed 
to reduce the number of hunters 
turned away from wetland areas 
each morning and get hunters to 
their spots more quickly.

Neither Quick Draw nor the 
traditional system allow nonresi-
dents to apply for reservations. 
However, resident hunters who 
draw reservations can include 
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nonresidents in their hunting 
parties. Also, nonresidents can 
take part in the daily, on-site 
“poor-line” drawings under both 
systems.

Under Quick Draw, the comput-
er drawing determines the order 
in which successful applicants are 
allowed to select hunting spots. 
It also determines where hunting 
spots for the poor line will fit in 
the daily order of selection. On any 
given day, the No. 1 spot can be in 
either the Quick Draw or poor-line 
portion of the draw.

Having a reservation under the 
traditional system is not always 
good for reservation holders. 
Reservations do not always coin-
cide with those days when large 
numbers of ducks and geese are 
present. The only way to concen-
trate your hunting efforts on the 
best days of the year is to stand in 
the poor line. Quick Draw gives 
hunters more flexibility by letting 
them try for guaranteed hunting 
slots on the hottest hunting days 
of the year.

Driving to wetland areas to stand 
in the poor line is a costly gamble 
for those who live far from their 
favorite hunting areas or who 
must take a day of vacation for a 
hunt. Quick Draw will provide an 
opportunity for parents who want 
to take their children hunting dur-
ing breaks in the school year.

Early Teal Season Sept. 
11-26

Breeding bird counts for blue-
winged teal are in, and the news 
is good again this year. The 2010 
early teal season will be 16 days 
long. Teal migrate earlier than 
larger ducks. The early teal season 
provides an opportunity to hunt 
these species.

Most of the teal seen in Missouri 

during the early season are blue-
winged teal. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service bases the season 
length on how many of this spe-
cies are counted in surveys of their 
nesting areas early in the summer. 
If the blue-winged teal breeding 
population estimate is 4.7 mil-
lion or more, the early teal season 
runs for 16 days. If the breeding 
population estimate is at least 3.3 
million but less than 4.7 million, 
the season lasts 9 days. A breeding 
population estimate of fewer than 
3.3 million birds triggers cancella-
tion of the early teal season.

This year ’s blue-winged teal 
breeding population estimate is 
6.3 million, so the season will run 
from Sept. 11 through 26, with lim-
its of four blue-winged and green-
winged teal in the aggregate daily 
and eight in possession. Shooting 
hours are from sunrise to sunset. 
Last year’s breeding population 
estimate was 7.4 million.

Teal Hunting
Written by John A. Johnson
You watch the skies with antici-

pation as the sun peeks over the 
horizon. The air is silent until you 
hear what sounds like a glider 
passing only inches over your 
head.The air fairly sizzles with 
the sound of raw speed. Look-
ing up, you spot a flight of small 
ducks bearing the iridescent wing 
patches of blue-winged teal.

The soul-stirring sound of these 
winged rockets is one that many 
dedicated duck hunters never 
hear. That’s because teal hunting 
usually occurs very early in the 
fall. It is so different in many re-
spects from later season hunting 
that many waterfowlers simply 
aren’t geared for it mentally. It 
seems so out of place to don light-
weight, green-colored camo and 
to wear mosquito repellent for a 
duck hunt. It seems more like dove 

hunting than waterfowling.
Teal provide a great way for duck 

hunters to get motivated for the 
main portion of duck season. It’s 
also a lot cheaper to hunt the early 
teal season than it is to hunt ducks 
in cold weather. It requires less 
gear, and hunting areas are usually 
easier to reach. As a bonus, skill 
with a duck call is less crucial with 
teal than with mallards, gadwalls, 
pintails and other fall ducks.

Your Teal Hunting Outfit
Basic teal hunting gear starts 

with lightweight waders or hip 
boots. The ones you use for fish-
ing during the spring and sum-
mer will suffice. Any dark color 
pants will work, since they will 
be mostly covered by waders or 
boots. Because you’ll be hiding in 
green foliage, wear a dark green 
or camouflage shirt or jacket that 
blends with green leaves or mud.

I prefer a shirt heavy enough to 
thwart pesky mosquitoes because 
I can tolerate heat more than being 
bitten by insects. A mosquito head 
net is inexpensive, yet priceless. It 
protects your neck and face from 
gnats and mosquitoes, and camou-
flages your face. Top off your outfit 
with a dark camo cap and hat, and 
you are ready to hunt teal.

Teal Equipment
A spread of only 12 to 15 mal-

lard hen decoys makes a suitable 
spread for teal. Know the depth of 
the water you will be hunting over, 
and rig the weights accordingly. 
Normally 2 to 3 feet is plenty of 
string for teal decoys. It’s better to 
be too long than too short when it 
comes to rigging weight strings.

Calling can be helpful at times, 
but t’s usually not necessary. 
With a mallard hen call, you can 
use a feeding gabble, soft quacks 
or an occasional five-note “lone-
some hen” call. You can also use a 
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high-pitched waterfowl whistle, 
available at most stores that sell 
waterfowl hunting supplies, to 
attract our blue-patched friends. 
The whistle, like the duck call, re-
quires a little practice. You can also 
buy special teal calls. The pattern 
sounds like a long, high-pitched 
quack, followed by three short 
quacks. As a rule, silence is much 
better than making the wrong 
sounds on a call or whistle.

Almost any shotgun will work 
for teal. The most popular gauges 
are 12 and 20. With some of the 
new non-toxic options available, 
a 16-gauge is also effective for wa-
terfowl. A pump, semi-automatic 
or double-barrel shotgun will net 
you more birds than a single-shot 
model.

You must use only federally ap-
proved, nontoxic shot. Steel is the 
most popular and least expensive 
option. Hevi-Shot and Bismuth 
are also legal. Lots of hunters use 
2 3/4-inch, 3-inch, or 3 1/2-inch 
inch ammunition loaded with No. 
4 steel shot. Teal flit, dart and dive 
at tremendous speeds. Practice 
shooting at clay targets before 
hunting to sharpen your skills.

Setting Up
The most important factor in teal 

hunting is selecting the proper 
location. If you have no experi-
ence in waterfowl hunting, join 
someone who does. If you can’t 
find anyone who hunts that will 
share information with you, con-
tact any of the waterfowl hunting 
guide services on the internet, and 
consider hiring someone to take 
you out for the first few times.

Teal hunting is allowed at most 
conservation areas that contain 
suitable duck habitat. Conserva-
tion agents and area managers 
are happy to share information 
about hunting opportunities and 
can usually provide tips that will 

greatly enhance your success.
Even if you are able to find a 

mentor to guide you, it pays to 
study any information you can 
find about teal. Learn their behav-
ior patterns, life cycle, food sources 
and feeding habits. The more you 
know and understand about teal, 
the better your chances of putting 
together a successful hunt.

Teal Lifestyles
For feeding, teal prefer still or 

slow moving water, only a few 
inches deep. They like receding 
sloughs or drying waterholes that 
have exposed mud banks and flats. 
They feed on small crustaceans 
and insects along the waterline. 
The birds usually need a flyway 
to the site. Migrating teal follow 
rivers and watersheds throughout 
the Midwest every fall. They also 
take “side roads,” flying up tribu-
taries to find cutoffs and sloughs 
that fit their needs.

Because decoy spreads are small-
er and the necessary clothing is 
more affordable, teal hunting is a 
great way for newcomers to dis-
cover the sport of duck hunting, It 
also serves as a good “warm-up” 
for seasoned waterfowlers. Best of 
all, it’s fun.

Montana
Some Hunting Season 

Openers Are Just Weeks 
Away

Hunting
Some hunting season start dates 

are just weeks away. Here is a 
reminder for hunters and their 
families.

    * 900 series antelope archery 
hunting season Aug. 15

    * Archery hunting season for 
antelope, black bear,

      deer, elk, wolf and mountain 

lion Sept. 3
    * Big horn sheep archery hunt-

ing season Sept. 5
    * Fall hunting season for turkey, 

sage grouse, partridge
      sharptailed and mountain 

grouse Sept. 1
For details on fall 2011 hunting 

season dates, hunting regulations, 
and information to help plan a 
hunt in Montana, go to the Mon-
tana Fish, Wildlife & Parks website 
at fwp.mt.gov.

 

New Jersey
Tentative NJ 2011-2012 
Migratory Bird Season 

Dates Set
The New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection’s Divi-
sion of Fish and Wildlife (Division) 
and Fish and Game Council pro-
posed tentative 2011-12 migratory 
bird hunting season dates at their 
May 10 meeting.

The Division and Fish and Game 
Council are responsible for adopt-
ing migratory bird seasons within 
the frameworks prescribed in the 
Code of Federal Regulations pro-
mulgated by the U.S. Department 
of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service).

The status of migratory birds is 
annually measured through the 
completion of numerous, conti-
nent-wide population monitoring 
surveys. Following review of these 
survey results and with consulta-
tion with the four Flyway Coun-
cils, hunting season frameworks 
for migratory birds are annually 
promulgated by the Service. Hunt-
ing season frameworks include 
season length, bag limits, and 
outside opening and closing dates 
for a particular season.

The tentative 2011-12 New Jersey 
migratory bird hunting season 
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dates are linked below. Although 
these regulation selections are 
expected to be approved by the 
Service, they will not be formally 
finalized through the Federal Reg-
ister process until the conclusion 
of the public comment period in 
September. The 2011-12 Migratory 
Bird Regulations will be available 
on the Division’s web site by late 
August and paper copies will be 
available at Division offices, li-
cense agents and sporting goods 
stores throughout the state in 
September

New York
DEC Announces 
Tentative 2011-12 

Migratory Game Bird 
Hunting Seasons

Early Announcement Will Help 
Hunters Plan Trips

New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) Commissioner Joe Martens 
today announced the tentative 
schedule for many of New York’s 
2011-2012 migratory game bird 
seasons, allowing sportsmen and 
sportswomen to plan outdoor 
activities well in advance. Tenta-
tive season dates for ducks, geese, 
woodcock, snipe and rails can now 
be found on the DEC website.

“Each year, DEC announces the 
tentative schedule to help give 
hunters an opportunity to begin 
planning their trips for a safe and 
successful season,” Commissioner 
Martens said. “We remind hunters 
to check the final dates, usually is-
sued in late summer, before going 
afield.”

The final season dates, bag limits 
and other regulations for 2011-
2012 migratory game bird hunt-
ing seasons in New York will be 
posted on DEC’s website and 

announced by a statewide news 
release, once they are approved by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Hunters should confirm the final 
season dates before going afield.

The tentative season dates were 
developed by a team of DEC staff 
representing all regions of New 
York State, taking into consider-
ation anticipated federal regula-
tions for the coming year and 
recommendations from Waterfowl 
Hunter Task Forces established by 
DEC for each hunting zone. DEC 
has used a task force approach 
since 1997, and it has been very 
helpful for setting seasons where 
hunter preferences are diverse. 
For more information about the 
Waterfowl Hunter Task Forces, 
visit the DEC website.

Tentative dates for the Lake 
Champlain Zone will be deter-
mined by the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Board following public 
meetings likely to be held in Au-
gust in Whitehall, NY and Burl-
ington, Vermont. DEC encourages 
New York waterfowl hunters who 
frequent the Champlain Zone to 
attend one of these meetings; de-
tails will be announced later this 
summer. Comments and sugges-
tions about the Lake Champlain 
Zone may also be submitted to any 
DEC season-setting team member 
or by e-mail to wfseason@gw.dec.
state.ny.us.

DEC also announced a minor 
change to the boundaries of two of 
New York’s five waterfowl hunt-
ing zones. A portion of the bound-
ary line between the Northeastern 
Zone and Southeastern Zone will 
be modified from Saratoga Springs 
through Washington County to 
the Vermont State Line to allow 
season dates to better reflect hunt-
ing conditions typically found in 
that area. Descriptions of New 
York’s waterfowl hunting zones 

can be found on the DEC website 
and are listed in DEC’s Waterfowl 
Hunting Seasons and Regulations 
brochure.

Copies of the 2011-2012 migra-
tory game bird hunting regula-
tions brochure will be available on 
the DEC website in late August, 
and by mid-September wherever 
hunting licenses are sold.

For more information about 
hunting waterfowl or other migra-
tory game birds in New York, visit 
the DEC website.

North Carolina
Migratory Game Bird 

Seasons Set
The N.C. Wildlife Resources 

Commission has approved the 
season dates for dove and other 
webless migratory game birds, 
as well as September seasons for 
Canada geese and teal.

Each year, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service provides frame-
works from which to choose the 
seasons and the Commission se-
lects the actual dates within these 
guidelines. The Commission al-
lowed public input on the seasons 
throughout June on its website, 
www.ncwildlife.org.

The 2011–12 seasons for webless 
migratory game birds and water-
fowl early seasons are as follows:

2011-2012 SEASONS, BAG LIM-
ITS AND SHOOTING HOURS1 
FOR WEBLESS MIGRATORY 
GAME BIRDS AND WATER-
FOWL SEASONS BEGINNING 
PRIOR TO OCTOBER 1

SPECIES O P E N  D AT E s  
DAILY BAG POSSESSION

Dove 2,3,4 Sept. 3 – Oct. 8 & 
Nov. 21 - Nov. 26 & Dec.  17 - 
Jan. 13 15 30
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Woodcock Dec. 15 – Jan. 28 
3 6

September Teal Season 6 
Sept. 10 – Sept. 28 (East of US 17 
Only) 4 8

    1 Shooting hours for all spe-
cies are 1⁄2 hour before sunrise to 
sunset unless otherwise       speci-
fied.

    2 Shooting hours for doves:  
Noon until sunset on Sept. 3 only, 
and 1⁄2 hour before sunrise until 
sunset thereafter.

    3 Includes mourning doves and 
white-winged doves.

    4 Daily bag limit is either singly 
or in aggregate.

    5 In that area west of U.S. 17 
only, expanded hunting methods 
are allowed for Canada geese. 
These include: a) shooting hours 
are extended to 1⁄2 hour after 
sunset; b) unplugged guns are 
permitted; c) electronic calls are 
permitted. This applies to this 
area only during the month of 
September. 

    6 Includes blue-winged, green-
winged and cinnamon teal.

New Law Requires 
Written Permission to 

Hunt or Fish on Posted 
Lands

A new law passed by the North 
Carolina General Assembly re-
quires hunters and anglers to 
obtain written permission from a 
landowner or leaseholder before 
hunting or fishing on privately-
owned posted property — includ-
ing land, waters, ponds or legally 
established waterfowl blinds.

The Landowner Protection Act 
also provides two ways for land-
owners to post their lands to allow 
only hunters, trappers and anglers 
with written permission to legally 

enter their property. Landowners 
can now post their land by using 
vertical purple paint marks on 
posts or trees, or, as in the past, 
by placing signs or posters. View 
the Landowner Protection Act 
document with more detailed 
instructions on posting property 
with signs or purple paint.

The Landowner Protection Act 
specifically relates only to hunt-
ing, fishing, or trapping on posted 
lands. It clarifies the existing G.S. 
14-159.6 requirement for written 
consent to hunt, fish, or trap on 
posted lands by specifying that 
written permission, dated within 
the past 12 months and signed 
by the landowner, leaseholder, or 
agent of that land, be carried and 
displayed upon request of any law 
enforcement officer. If a hunting 
club has leased the land, a person 
shall have a copy of their hunting 
club membership and a copy of the 
landowner permission granted to 
that hunting club.

The Landowner Protection Act 
does not change general trespass 
laws nor have any effect on lands 
that are not posted. It does not 
repeal any local acts currently in 
effect that require written permis-
sion to hunt, fish, or trap.

Under existing landowner li-
ability law, landowners providing 
permission for hunting or fishing 
on their property, without charge, 
assume no more liability than cur-
rently is afforded a trespasser, in 
accordance with G.S. 38A-4.

The Landowner Protection Act 
goes into effect Oct. 1, 2011. Viola-
tion of this act is a Class 2 misde-
meanor.

For more information on the 
Landowner Protection Act, visit 
frequently asked questions, and 

view a sample permission form.

North Dakota
Hunting Guide and 
Outfitter Test Set for 

Aug. 20
The next guide and outfitter 

written examination is Aug. 20 
at 1 p.m. at the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department of-
fice in Bismarck. The test is given 
periodically to anyone interested 
in becoming a hunting guide or 
outfitter in the state.

In addition to passing a written 
exam, qualifications for becom-
ing a guide include a background 
check for criminal and game and 
fish violations; certification in car-
diopulmonary resuscitation and 
standard first aid; and employ-
ment by or contract with a licensed 
hunting outfitter.

Hunting outfitter eligibility 
requirements include the guide 
qualifications, as well as an indi-
vidual must have held a hunting 
guide license for two years; and 
must have proof of liability insur-
ance.

Interested individuals are re-
quired to preregister by calling 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
enforcement office at 328-6604.

Pheasant Crowing 
Counts Completed

North Dakota’s spring pheasant 
crowing count survey revealed 
a 14 percent decrease statewide 
compared to last year, according 
to Stan Kohn, upland game man-
agement supervisor for the state 
Game and Fish Department.

The only area of the state show-
ing an increase was the southwest, 
up 5 percent from 2010. The num-
ber of crows heard in the north-
west was down 17 percent, while 
counts in the southeast were down 
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30 percent. In the northeast where 
there is less pheasant habitat, the 
counts fell 36 percent.

Kohn said severe winters, poor 
production and loss of Conser-
vation Reserve Program acreage 
have contributed to the decline in 
crow count numbers for the third 
year in a row.

“Three consecutive long winters 
with heavy snowfall have not been 
conducive to winter survival,” 
Kohn said. “In addition, after a 
tough winter hens enter spring 
stressed and in poor condition to 
begin reproduction, which may 
affect the number of eggs laid.”

Poor production the last three 
springs led to fewer young birds 
entering the population in the 
fall. “Poor production is a result 
of cool, wet weather at the time of 
hatch, which causes higher than 
normal mortality on chicks,” Kohn 
said. “I anticipated the south-
west to have higher crow count 
numbers than the other pheasant 
districts because good numbers of 
pheasants were observed in this 
area last winter.”

Loss of CRP has decreased nest-
ing and brooding cover, and Kohn 
said this has been most noticeable 
in the southeast where a decrease 
in CRP acres the last three years 
probably has had a significant ef-
fect on the number of pheasants 
produced. “Couple that with the 
number of acres of small grains 
removed from the landscape and 
replaced by row crops, lower 
pheasant numbers are expected,” 
he said.

In addition, predators could also 
have an adverse effect on pheas-
ants. “I don’t have specific data 
to show a direct effect, but we do 
have an increase in mammalian 
predators on the landscape this 
spring, and they do eat eggs and 
meat to survive,” Kohn said. “I 

suspect they may be affecting 
pheasant populations in some 
localized areas.”

On the positive side, Kohn said 
pheasant hens are finding bet-
ter quality nesting and brooding 
cover on the uplands this spring. 
However, high water will likely 
minimize lowland nesting at-
tempts in many areas, so a strong 
renesting effort will be needed for 
good production.

“However, on dry upland sites 
the native, warm-season plants are 
doing extremely well this spring 
and one would anticipate a good 
number of insects and eventually 
grasshoppers to become available 
with a good legume habitat com-
ponent this summer,” Kohn said. 
“June weather so far hasn’t been 
the best for hatching chicks, but 
warm evening temperatures have 
been good. Recent downpours in 
some areas may jeopardize small 
chicks in localized spots, but we 
have not experienced large scale 
hail storms in the primary pheas-
ant range yet this spring. So at 
present, we are in a wait-and-see 
process on how production turns 
out this spring for all our upland 
game birds.”

Spring crowing count data is not 
always a good indicator of the fall 
population. It does not measure 
population density, but provides 
an index of the spring rooster 
population based on a trend of 
number of crows heard. Brood sur-
veys, which begin in mid-July and 
are completed by September, are a 
better indicator of the summer’s 
pheasant production and provide 
insight into what to expect for a 
fall pheasant population.

Pheasant crowing counts are 
conducted each spring throughout 
North Dakota. Observers drive 
specified 20-mile routes, stopping 
at predetermined intervals, and 

counting the number of pheasant 
roosters heard crowing over a two-
minute period during the stop. The 
number of pheasant crows heard is 
compared to previous years’ data, 
providing a trend summary.

Spring Duck Index 
Remains High, Water 

Conditions Up
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s annual spring 
breeding duck survey showed 
an index of more than 4.1 million 
birds, down slightly (-9 percent) 
from last year but 85 percent above 
the long-term average (1948-2010). 
The 2011 index is the ninth highest 
on record.

Wigeon (+15 percent), blue-
winged teal (+12 percent) and 
pintails (+4 percent and the high-
est since 1970) were the only ducks 
to show an increase from last year. 
However, all species except scaup 
were well above the long-term 
average.

Shovelers were down 13 percent 
from last year’s record high. Mal-
lards were down 4 percent, but 
had the sixth highest count on 
record. Indices for all other spe-
cies were below that of 2010, with 
the most significant decreases for 
ruddy ducks (-62 percent), lesser 
scaup (-58 percent) and redhead 
(-33 percent).

“Redheads and ruddy ducks 
were at record highs last year, 
and scaup numbers were also 
well-above average,” said Mike 
Johnson, game management sec-
tion leader. “So their decline was 
not surprising.”

The spring water index was up 
31 percent from 2010 and 128 per-
cent above the long-term average. 
It was the second highest in survey 
history and the highest since 1999. 
The water index is based on basins 
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with water, and does not necessar-
ily represent the amount of water 
contained in wetlands.

“Water conditions were excep-
tional throughout the state, with 
abundant snow cover and sig-
nificant spring rains filling most 
basins,” Johnson said.

Additionally, reports indicate 
that all of the Prairie Pothole 
Region in the United States and 
Canada (from Iowa to Alberta) 
has excellent water conditions 
this year. “To our knowledge this 
is an unprecedented occurrence, 
at least since surveys have been 
conducted,” Johnson said.

However, nesting cover in North 
Dakota continues to decline. Dur-
ing the survey, Johnson noted 
many large tracts of grassland and 
Conservation Reserve Program 
land that had been converted to 
cropland since last year, or were 
in the process of being plowed. 
“North Dakota currently has 
about 2.6 million acres of CRP, 
which is down about 22 percent 
from 2007,” Johnson added. “Pro-
jections are that nearly 400,000 
acres will be lost in 2011, and an 
additional 1 million acres will be 
lost in 2012-13. The loss of critical 
nesting cover will be disastrous 
for breeding ducks and hunting 
opportunities in the future.”

The July brood survey will pro-
vide a better idea of duck produc-
tion and insight into expectations 
for this fall. Observations to date 
indicate prospects for high pro-
duction across the state due to 
excellent water conditions and 
increased wetland availability for 
brood production.

Increased Limit 
Proposed for Early 

Canada Goose Season
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department is recommending 
a bag limit increase for the early 
Canada goose season. The annual 
small game proclamation, which 
includes early Canada goose 
regulations, will be submitted to 
the governor’s office this week for 
approval.

The proposal includes a daily 
limit of eight and a possession 
limit of 16. In addition, Game and 
Fish is recommending an open-
ing day of Saturday, Aug. 13. In 
previous years, the season opened 
Aug. 15.

Limits and shooting hours for 
the early season are different from 
the regular season. Shooting hours 
during the early season are one-
half hour before sunrise to sunset 
daily.

Normal licensing requirements 
for the regular season, including 
a federal duck stamp, apply to the 
early season. Nonresidents who 
hunt in Benson, Ramsey, Towner, 
Sargent and Richland counties 
during the early season may do 
so without counting against their 
14-day regular season license.

All migratory bird hunters must 
register with the Harvest Informa-
tion Program prior to hunting. 
Hunters who purchase a license 
through the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department website or 
instant licensing telephone num-
ber (800) 406-6409 can easily get 
HIP certified. Otherwise, hunters 
can call (888) 634-4798 and record 
the HIP number on their fishing, 
hunting and furbearer certificate. 
Those who registered to hunt the 
spring light goose season in North 
Dakota do not have to register 

with HIP again, as it is required 
only once per year.

Waterfowl rest areas, closed to 
hunting during the regular season, 
will be open during the early sea-
son. Most land in these rest areas 
is private, so hunters may need 
permission to hunt.

The early hunting season is 
intended to reduce local Canada 
goose numbers. Despite liberal-
ized regulations the past several 
years, with longer seasons, large 
bag limits and expanded shooting 
hours the statewide population 
remains high, with numbers well 
above population goals.

As proposed, the early season 
would end in the Missouri River 
zone Sept. 7, while the rest of the 
state would have an ending date of 
Sept. 15. The Missouri River zone 
closes early to provide additional 
late season hunting opportunities 
by adding these days to the end of 
the regular season.

For additional information and 
regulations, hunters should refer 
to the Game and Fish Department 
website at gf.nd.gov.

Ohio
Magee Marsh Wildlife 
Area Waterfowl Hunt 

Cancelled 
An extensive restoration and 

enhancement project at the Magee 
Marsh Wildlife Area will neces-
sitate cancellation of the area’s 
controlled waterfowl hunt for the 
2011-2012.

Hunting opportunities resume at 
completion of construction

An extensive restoration and 
enhancement project at the Magee 
Marsh Wildlife Area will neces-
sitate cancellation of the area’s 
controlled waterfowl hunt for 
the 2011-2012 waterfowl hunt-
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ing season according to the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources 
(ODNR), Division of Wildlife.   

The temporary closure of the area 
will result in decades of improved 
wetland management capabilities 
on Magee Marsh and enhanced 
waterfowl hunting opportunities 
in the future. However, complet-
ing the restoration work will re-
quire the drawdown of water from 
the eastern and southern wetland 
units on a temporary basis. This 
project affects 392 acres of coastal 
wetlands on Magee Marsh Wild-
life Area, securing the main water 
supply to 282 acres of hemi-marsh 
and semi-permanent wetlands by 
restoring the structural integrity of 
the main water supply channel le-
vee. Another benefit of the effort is 
the restoration of wetland hydrol-
ogy to three wetlands including a 
60 acre forested wetland and 50 
acres of emergent marsh habitats 
adjacent to the forested wetland.

This project is a cooperative ef-
fort between the Ohio Division 
of Wildlife and Ducks Unlimited, 
and is funded through a Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative Joint 
Venture Habitat Restoration and 
Protection Grant and funds gen-
erated from the sale of the Ohio 
Wetland Habitat Stamp.

Opportunities for sportsmen 
and women will still be available 
during the special teal and early 
Canada goose season in Septem-
ber. A drawing for these seasons 
is scheduled for Saturday, August 
20, 2011 at the Lake Erie Water-
fowler’s Festival.

Daily drawings for waterfowl 
hunting opportunities for the 
remainder of the 2011-2012 water-
fowl hunting season will be held 
when the project is completed, but 
a completion date for this project 
has not been determined.

For information about Ohio’s 

wildlife, visit wildohio.com, find 
the Division of Wildlife on Face-
book, or follow updates on Twit-
ter.

The ODNR ensures a balance 
between wise use and protection 
of our natural resources for the 
benefit of all. Visit the ODNR Web 
site at www.ohiodnr.com.

Oregon
Sage-Grouse Core Area 
Maps for Oregon now 

Available
  The Oregon Department of 

Fish and Wildlife today released 
final Sage-Grouse Core Area maps 
that provide guidance to land use 
planners, land managers and the 
public as to the areas of greatest 
biological importance for persis-
tence of sage-grouse populations 
in the state.  The maps are a prod-
uct of the updated Greater Sage-
Grouse Conservation Assessment 
and Strategy for Oregon adopted 
by the Oregon Fish and Wildlife 
Commission in April 2011.

The Core Area maps, available 
online, define areas that should 
be targeted for conservation ac-
tions or protections when large 
scale disturbances are proposed. 
Core Area maps also provide a 
broad-scale filter to assist plan-
ners, County, State and Federal 
agencies in identifying areas of 
likely high and low resource con-
flicts associated with development 
proposals.

The maps were originally created 
by ODFW biologists in coopera-
tion with other agencies, represen-
tatives of private landowners and 
the Sage-Grouse Conservation 
Planning Team. They were revised 
and vetted in a series of public 
meetings held in each of five Sage 
Grouse Implementation Team 
areas.  There is a Team for each Bu-

reau of Land Management District 
within the current distribution of 
sage-grouse in Oregon as well as 
one in the Baker Resource Area in 
the Vale district.

As a result of the public meetings, 
revisions to the maps included the 
net removal of non-sagebrush hab-
itat of about 5 percent of proposed 
Core Areas and about 13 percent 
of Low Density Areas from sug-
gested conservation focus. 

According to ODFW Sage-grouse 
Coordinator Christian Hagen, the 
Core Area maps still include the 
habitat of more than 90 percent of 
Oregon’s breeding populations 
and 84 percent of occupied leks, 
and the revised maps are more 
accurate in the representation of 
sage-grouse habitat as it occurs 
within Core and Low Density 
Areas.

The Oregon Greater 
Sage-Grouse 
Conservation 

Assessment and Strategy.
ODFW Sage-Grouse Core Ar-

eas.
Greater sage-grouse photos on 

ODFW’s Flickr page.
New program will pay Wil-

lamette Valley landowners with 
goose damage for hunting access

 Willamette Valley landowners 
who have Canada geese using 
their properties can earn some 
additional income by providing 
public hunting access through 
ODFW’s s new Oregon Open 
Fields program.

Funded by a federal grant, the 
program seeks to open 95,000 acres 
of private land in the Willamette 
Valley to public goose hunting 
while reducing goose damage to 
crops.

Landowners that participate will 
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receive payment based on criteria 
like the size of the access area and 
type of access permitted (advance 
reservation required or walk-in 
hunting access). Payment will 
range from 78 cents to $3 per acre. 
Payments for hunting access for 
similar programs average about 
$2 an acre. 

ODFW staff help landowners 
that participate in the program 
by posting signs, installing per-
mit boxes, patrolling properties, 
coordinating hunter reservations, 
and managing all other aspects of 
the hunting access program. The 
state’s Recreational Use Statute 
also provides liability protection 
for participating landowners.

The Oregon Open Fields pro-
gram is administered through 
the ODFW Access and Habitat 
Program and is funded by a grant 
from the US Department of Agri-
culture’s Farm Service Agency.

Increasing hunting was one of 
the recommendations of the Or-
egon Goose Control Task Force, 
which looked at ways to reduce 
goose damage to agriculture.

For more information about 
participating in the Oregon Open 
Fields program, contact ODFW at 
503-947-6317 or visit the Oregon 
Open Fields website.

Contact: Michelle Dennehy (503) 
931-2748

SOUTH DAKOTA
Early Fall Canada 

Goose Hunting Season 
Proposed

South Dakota hunters will be 
heading out on a different open-
ing date for the 2011 if a proposal 
from the Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission passes.

The Commission proposal would 
change the hunting season start 

date from “the Saturday closest to 
September 7” to “the first Saturday 
of September.” In 2011 those sea-
son dates would be Sept. 3-30.

Additional information isÂ on 
the GFP website at http://www.
gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/
default.aspx.

Those who wish to provide writ-
ten comments on the proposal 
may do so until 5 p.m. on Wednes-
day, July 6. Comments may be 
mailed to Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission, 523 E. Capitol Ave., 
Pierre, S.D., 57501, or e-mailed to 
wildinfo@state.sd.us

Each comment must have the 
sender’s full name and address in 
order to be included in the public 
record.

Comments may also be present-
ed in person at the public hearing 
during the GFP Commission meet-
ing, which is scheduled for 2 p.m. 
CDT on Thursday, July 7, at the 
Ramkota in Pierre.

Tennessee
TWRC Establishes 2011-

12 Hunting Seasons
NASHVILLE — The Tennessee 

Wildlife Resources Commission 
has approved the 2011-12 hunting 
seasons during its May meeting 
which concluded Friday (May 20) 
at the Ray Bell Region II Office 
Building.

The commission had received a 
preview of the hunting seasons’ 
proposals from Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency officials dur-
ing its April meeting. Chief Daryl 
Ratajczak and other members of 
the Wildlife and Forestry Division 
staff made presentations at the 
May meeting as well.

A major change includes a con-
tinuous deer gun hunting season 
which will run from the tradi-

tional starting date of the Satur-
day before Thanksgiving through 
Jan. 1. The second deer young 
sportsman hunt will be held the 
Saturday-Sunday following the 
Jan. 1 season-ending date.

Another major change is wild 
hogs are no longer considered a 
big game animal. Wild hogs are 
now classified in the nonprotected 
wildlife proclamation.

Landowners would be given the 
ability to kill wild hogs by means 
not previously allowed. This in-
cludes all legal weapons and live 
trapping with bait outside of big 
game seasons. Wild hogs can only 
be taken at select Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas (WMAs) during other 
scheduled hunts.

Quail and rabbit season will now 
start the first Saturday of Novem-
ber which in 2011 is Nov. 5. Quail 
season will now end on Jan. 31 
in an effort to conserve the quail 
population.

 Rabbit season will have its tra-
ditional season-ending date with 
most other small game the last 
day in February, which in 2012 is 
Feb. 29.

The TWRA had proposed to keep 
the hunting regulations intact for 
the next two years. However, the 
commission during its commit-
tee meeting elected to make the 
regulations valid for the coming 
seasons only and will re-evaluate 
the proposals next spring.

WMA quota permits will 
be reduced from a $20 
refundable fee to a $10 

non-refundable fee.
The fall turkey season has been 

moved from December to October 
and the number of days has been 
increased from 12 to 14. A young 
sportsman bear hunt has been 
established for the bear counties. 


