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of acres of critical waterfowl 
and other wildlife habitat. 
The agricultural conservation 
programs that are authorized 
and funded through the Farm 
Bill are the backbone of DU’s 
cooperative conservation work 
with agricultural partners. 
 
Senator Stabenow provided the 
crowd of 200 with some of the 
ideas, plans and challenges sur-
rounding the upcoming 2012 
Farm Bill. “Agriculture is criti-
cal to our economy, support-
ing one out of every four jobs 
in Michigan, and plays a vital 
role in protecting our Great 
Lakes and natural resources,” 
said Senator Stabenow. “Input 
from sportsmen and women 
and groups like Ducks Un-
limited is critical as we find 
practical, workable solutions 
together that address the natu-
ral resources challenges that 
we’re facing here in Michigan 
and that stretch every taxpayer 
dollar to get the absolute best 
return on our investment.”  
 
Ducks Unlimited is the world’s 
largest non-profit organization 
dedicated to conserving North 
America’s continually disap-
pearing waterfowl habitats. 
Established in 1937, Ducks 
Unlimited has conserved more 
than 12 million acres thanks to 
contributions from more than 
a million supporters across the 
continent. Guided by science 
and dedicated to program ef-
ficiency, DU works toward the 
vision of wetlands sufficient 
to fill the skies with waterfowl 
today, tomorrow, and forever.  

K r i s t i n  S c h r a d e r 
734.623.2000 kschrader@ducks.
org

were available through local 
Pheasants Forever chapters 
in the Northland Ford region 
in 2010-2011, and all proceeds 
raised were kept by each chap-
ter for use in their local wildlife 
habitat efforts. 

A supporter of the outdoors, 
Dzurick bought the ticket at 
the Fargo Sport Show knowing 
the money would go towards 
Pheasants Forever’s wildlife 
habitat mission. Pheasants For-
ever and Northland Ford raffles 
in the past decade have helped 
“The Habitat Organization” 
raise more than half a million 
dollars for Pheasants Forever 
– with all proceeds retained by 
respective Pheasants Forever 
chapters for use in their local 
conservation projects. 

“Pheasants Forever operates 
under a unique organizational 
model, and it’s because of great 
partnering opportunities such 
as the Ford truck sweepstakes 
with Northland Ford that we 
are able to be successful at im-
proving local habitat,” said Joe 
Duggan, Pheasants Forever’s 
Vice President of Corporate 
Relations, “The Northland 
Ford Truck raffle has raised 
thousands of dollars for local 
habitat efforts – efforts that will 
be seen by local hunters and 
outdoor enthusiasts for years 
to come.” 

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-
vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to upland 
habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have 

Pheasants 
Forever

Wisconsin Woman Turns 
Pheasants Forever Raffle 

Ticket into 2011 Ford 
F-150

Northland Ford continues 
to help PF chapters fund local 
conservation projects

 I N C L U D E P I C T U R E 
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Connie Dzurick of Houlton, 
Wisconsin, is the lucky win-
ner of a new 2011 Ford F-150 
XLT from Northland Ford via 
a Pheasants Forever raffle. 
The Northland Ford Dealer 
group, made up of nearly 250 
Ford Dealers in Iowa, Minne-
sota, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
South Dakota and Wisconsin, 
donated a 2011 Ford F-150 XLT 
to be raffled off by Pheasants 
Forever. Tickets for the raffle 
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more than 130,000 members 
and 700 local chapters across 
the United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conserva-
tion funds are spent - the only 
national conservation organiza-
tion that operates through this 
truly grassroots structure. 

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-
4972   AHauck@pheasantsfor-
ever.org 

NAWCA Grants to 
Help Pheasants Forever 

Conserve Habitat in 
Minnesota, Wisconsin

PF will utilize NAWCA 
funding to create wildlife habi-
tat, public hunting opportuni-
ties

 I N C L U D E P I C T U R E 
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Wetlands and connected 
upland habitats are critical for 
many waterfowl and upland 
species.

Saint Paul, Minn. - July 
13 -

Pheasants Forever has been 
awarded five  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.fws.gov/bird-
habitat/Grants/NAWCA/
index.shtm” \t “ext” North 
American Wetlands Conserva-
tion Act (NAWCA) grants to 
conserve wetlands and associ-
ated grasslands in Minnesota 
and Wisconsin. Pheasants For-
ever will utilize NAWCA fund-

ing to permanently protect and 
conserve habitat on more than 
420 acres that are vital to water-
fowl and upland birds and also 
open to public hunting. 

Pheasants Forever projects 
funded with NAWCA Small 
Grants in the Midwest in fiscal 
year 2011 include: 

Minnesota 

Ras-Lynn Waterfowl Complex 
Addition (McLeod County): The 
Ras-Lynn Addition acquisition 
will permanently protect 88 
acres directly adjacent to the 
1,300 acre Ras-Lynn Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA). 
This complex is complemented 
by the 226 acre Barber Lake 
Waterfowl Production Area 
and over 300 acres of private 
wetland/upland easements. 

Rich Valley WMA Addition 
(Dakota County): The Rich Val-
ley Addition acquisition will 
permanently protect 80 acres 
within an established and grow-
ing habitat complex. The pro-
posal property is within 4 miles 
of 19 existing permanently pro-
tected habitat complexes that 
include Waterfowl Production 
Areas, Wildlife Management 
Areas, and federal and state 
easements. 

Madrena WMA (Lac qui Parle 
County): This project is vital to 
protecting key wetland-grass-
land complexes and provides 
waterfowl and grassland birds 
with high-quality nesting cover. 
Pheasants Forever will acquire 
160 acres and subsequently 
donate the property to the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 

Resources for enrollment in the 
DNR’s Wildlife Management 
Area System. This area provides 
critical staging and migratory 
habitats for Lesser Scaup, Can-
vasbacks, Ring-Necked Ducks, 
and other waterfowl. 

Wild Wings WMA Addition 
(Lac qui Parle County): This proj-
ect will support the acquisition 
of 50 acres adjacent to the exist-
ing 112 acre Wild Wings WMA 
that has significant palustrine 
emergent wetlands. Along with 
providing enduring waterfowl, 
water quality, and wildlife 
benefits, the subject property 
will add much needed adjacent 
upland habitat to the existing 
wetlands. The purpose of this 
project is to protect key wet-
land-grassland complexes and 
provide nesting waterfowl and 
other grassland nesting birds 
with high quality nesting cover 
adjacent to wetlands. 

Wisconsin 

Marsh Road Acquisition and 
Restoration of the Lower Wolf 
River Bottom Wildlife Area: The 
purpose of this project is to per-
manently protect and restore 
44.55 acres of former wetlands 
adjacent to the Lower Wolf Riv-
er Bottoms Natural Resources 
Area (LWRBNRA) and Wolf 
River Wildlife Area (WRWA) 
that combined, encompass 
3,385 acres. 

“We’re excited to have 
NAWCA support for the next 
phases of these projects,” noted 
Ron Leathers, Public Finance 
Director for Pheasants For-
ever, “All of these projects 
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have used strong partnerships 
to put habitat on the ground 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
These are unique landscapes 
that demand protection. We’re 
looking forward to working 
with landowners in both Min-
nesota and Wisconsin to make 
sure the landscape stays intact 
for generations to come.” 

About NAWCA 

The North American Wet-
lands Conservation Act was 
established in 1989 to provide 
matching grants for organiza-
tions and individuals who have 
developed partnerships to carry 
out wetlands conservation proj-
ects in the United States. As part 
of the Act, both the Migratory 
Bird Conservation Commis-
sion and Northern American 
Wetlands Conservation Council 
were formed to recommend 
and approve worthy conserva-
tion projects. From September 
1990 through March 2011, some 
4,500 partners in 2,067 projects 
have received more than $1 bil-
lion in grants. NAWCA funding 
is awarded through a Standard 
and a Small Grants Program. 
NAWCA funding is awarded 
through a Standard and a Small 
Grants Program. 

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-
vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to upland 
habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 135,000 members 
and 700 local chapters across 
the United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 

determine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conserva-
tion funds are spent - the only 
national conservation organiza-
tion that operates through this 
truly grassroots structure. 

-30- 

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-
4972   AHauck@pheasantsfor-
ever.org 

Pheasants Forever 
Names Jacobs New 
Representative for 

Western Kansas
Wants to further Kansas’ 

image as national model for up-
land habitat and conservation

 I N C L U D E P I C T U R E 
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Tony Jacobs is Pheasants 
Forever’s Regional Representa-
tive for western Kansas.

Ellis, Kan. - July 13 -

Pheasants Forever has 
named Tony Jacobs of Wichita, 
Kansas, as the organization’s 
new Regional Representative 
for western Kansas. Jacobs will 
work at raising and expending 
funds on wildlife habitat and 
conservation education, and 
also with local, state and fed-
eral natural resources agencies 
on behalf of Kansas Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever 
chapters. 

Jacobs looks to grow Pheas-
ants Forever’s presence in Kan-

sas, which is currently home to 
more than 50 Pheasants Forever 
and Quail Forever chapters 
and nearly 7,000 Pheasants 
Forever and/or Quail Forever 
members. 

Due in part to strides made 
by Pheasants Forever, Quail 
Forever and partners, Kansas is 
recognized as a national leader 
in upland hunting opportuni-
ties. Jacobs, a lifelong pheas-
ant hunter, wants to continue 
this upward upland trend by 
working with regional and 
national partners in improving 
and increasing the amount of 
quality of habitat for both up-
land birds and upland hunters. 
“Kansas has been historically 
viewed as a model of upland 
habitat and conservation, and 
I want to further that image,” 
says Jacobs, “The state has such 
a great hunting tradition and 
heritage that, at this point, it is 
critical that we get out on the 
ground and provide the quality 
habitat pheasant and quail need 
for populations to increase and 
sustain.” 

“It’s an uphill battle in a lot 
of the country, but here in Kan-
sas we have the opportunity 
to showcase what is possible 
when time, talent and resources 
are dedicated to wildlife and 
habitat conservation. I am very 
proud to be a part of the nation’s 
leading upland conservation 
organization, and I am looking 
forward to fostering, promot-
ing and growing the Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever mis-
sion,” added Jacobs. 

Pheasants Forever empow-
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ers county and local chapters 
with the responsibility to de-
termine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conservation 
funds will be spent - the only 
national conservation organi-
zation that operates through 
this truly grassroots structure. 
As a result, chapter volunteers 
are able to see the fruits of their 
efforts locally, while belonging 
to a larger national organization 
with a voice on federal and state 
conservation policy. 

A native of Wichita, Kansas, 
Jacobs earned a B.S. in Hospital-
ity Management from Kansas 
State University and a Master’s 
Degree in Business Administra-
tion from Friends University. 
He will work out of his office 
in Ellis, Kansas and can be 
reached at (785) 764-6240 or  
HYPERLINK “mailto:tjacobs@
pheasantsforever.org” \t “ext” 
tjacobs@pheasantsforever.org. 

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-
vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to upland 
habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 130,000 members 
and 700 local chapters across 
the United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conserva-
tion funds are spent - the only 
national conservation organiza-
tion that operates through this 
truly grassroots structure. 

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-
4972  AHauck@pheasantsfor-
ever.org 

PF and Partners Utilize 
Legacy Funding to 

Protect 1,200 Acres of 
Sharp-tailed Grouse 

Habitat
Future WMA will be open 

to public hunting and outdoor 
recreation
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Minnesota voters approved 
the Clean Water, Land and 
Legacy Amendment to Pheas-
ants Forever and the Minnesota 
Sharp-tailed Grouse Society 
have, with the help of a grant 
recommended by the  HYPER-
LINK “http://www.lsohc.leg.
mn/” \t “ext” Lessard-Sams 
Outdoor Heritage Council, 
finalized the acquisition of a 
1,285-acre parcel in Kanabec 
County. The property, now per-
manently protected habitat for 
wildlife, including sharp-tailed 
grouse, will be turned over to 
the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources and opened 
to public hunting and outdoor 
recreation as a Wildlife Man-
agement Area (WMA). 

The unique property, a for-
mer cattle ranch, represents a 
core area for Kanabec County’s 
sharp-tailed grouse popula-
tions, and will act as a perma-
nent habitat for sharptails - an 
open land dependent species 
- and other brushland species, 
including several species state-
listed as endangered, threat-

ened or of special concern. 
The property is adjacent to the 
Kroschel Wildlife Manage-
ment Area, and will be turned 
over to the state for inclusion 
in its WMA system for habitat 
restoration and enhancements. 
Additionally, the Pheasants 
Forever - Minnesota Sharp-
tailed Grouse Society - Minne-
sota DNR habitat partnership 
is funding the initial restoration 
and enhancements on the prop-
erty beginning this summer, 
and the area will be open to the 
public soon after. 

“This parcel is the best open 
land habitat surrounding the 
Kroschel WMA in Kanabec 
County, and holds one of the 
last remaining sharp- tailed 
grouse populations in Kanabec 
County. The birds thrive on this 
property,” says Joe Pavelko, 
Pheasants Forever’s Director 
of Conservation in Minnesota, 
“Furthermore, this flagship 
project represents a significant 
partnership towards the long-
term sustainability of sharp-
tails, and was made possible 
with funding from the Outdoor 
Heritage Fund, which was 
created by the  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.legacy.leg.mn/” 
\t “ext” Clean Water, Land and 
Legacy Amendment.” 

Although sharptails were 
once populous, the species has 
been restricted to northwestern 
and east central Minnesota due 
to habitat loss, degradation and 
fragmentation. Roche Lally, 
President of the  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.sharptails.org/” 
\t “ext” Minnesota Sharp-tailed 
Grouse Society, stated, “I would 
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like to take this opportunity to 
thank our partners in this proj-
ect for joining with Minnesota 
Sharp-tailed Grouse Society 
and many other conservation 
partners to make this acquisi-
tion a reality. This purchase 
would not have been possible 
were it not for Pheasants Forev-
er’s knowledge and expertise.” 
The Ruffed Grouse Society and 
the Natural Resource Club also 
contributed to the purchase of 
the 1,285 acre property. 

“This exciting and unique 
partnership of two of Minne-
sota’s premier upland game 
bird conservation organizations 
making such dramatic use of 
the new Legacy Amendment 
funding is an extremely posi-
tive venture,” said Dave Pauly, 
DNR Cambridge Area Wildlife 
Supervisor, “It is providing 
long-term habitat protection 
and enhancement of the open-
land landscape in the transition 
zone for a diversity of game 
and non-game species, many 
of which are suffering popula-
tion declines due to significant 
habitat loss. This initiative is 
energizing local citizens, pri-
vate landowners, conservation 
organizations and agency staff. 
I look forward to the continued 
expansion and collaboration of 
this effort in the southern ex-
tension of sharp-tailed grouse 
range.” 

For more information about 
this project, contact Joe Pavelko, 
Pheasants Forever’s Director of 
Conservation in Minnesota, at 
(612) 532-3800 /  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:jpavelko@pheasants-
forever.org” \t “ext” jpavelko@

pheasantsforever.org. 

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-
vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to upland 
habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 135,000 members 
and 700 local chapters across 
the United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conserva-
tion funds are spent, the only 
national conservation organiza-
tion that operates through this 
truly grassroots structure. 

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-
4972  AHauck@pheasantsfor-
ever.org 
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State News

Arkansas
Commission proposes 
late migratory season

 The mercury may say the tem-
perature’s over 100 in Arkansas, 
but Commissioners with the Ar-
kansas Game and Fish Commis-
sion were discussing duck season 
during today’s monthly meeting. 
The Commission also discussed 
the early season migratory bird 
dates which will be set during a 
special Commission meeting on 
July 27.

AGFC Waterfowl Program Co-
ordinator Luke Naylor presented 
the Commission with three season 
proposals.

Proposed late migratory bird 
season dates:

Option 1
Nov. 19-Nov. 27
Dec. 6-Jan. 16
Jan. 21-Jan. 29
Youth Hunt: Feb. 4-5
Option 2
Nov. 19-Nov. 27
Dec. 8-Dec. 23
Dec. 26-Jan. 29
Youth Hunt: Feb. 4-5
Option 3
Nov. 24-Dec. 4
Dec. 10-Dec. 23
Dec. 26-Jan. 29
Youth Hunt: Feb. 4-5
The late migratory bird season 

dates will be approved at the Au-
gust commission meeting.

Proposed early migratory bird 

termining where it is legal to hunt 
after the season opens Sept. 1.

Senate Bill 1334 prohibits mu-
nicipalities and counties from 
enacting any ordinance, rule or 
regulation limiting the take of 
wildlife during an open season 
established by the Arizona Game 
and Fish Commission.

SB1334 also amends state law 
(Arizona Revised Statutes 13-3107) 
by permitting the discharge of a 
firearm within the limits of any 
municipality while lawfully tak-
ing wildlife during an open season 
established by the Game and Fish 
Commission. This new law takes 
effect July 20.

However, nothing in SB1334 pro-
hibits municipalities from regu-
lating the discharge of firearms 
within a quarter mile of occupied 
structures.

Basically, these new laws leave 
the decision making of where 
people can legally hunt in the 
experienced hands of the Arizona 
Game and Fish Commission. But 
hunters can’t expect carte blanche 
– the Game and Fish Commission 
is taking a conservative, thought-
ful approach in its deployment of 
these shifted or modified authori-
ties.

“It’s a balancing act. We wanted 
to maximize hunting opportu-
nity while at the same time mini-
mizing potential conflicts, said 
Commission Chairman Robert 
Woodhouse, who is from Yuma. 
“We also considered geo-political 
realities, recognizing that one size 
does not necessarily fit all within 
the various municipal boundaries, 
as each locale is unique.”

For instance, based on the de-
partment’s studied evaluation, 
the Game and Fish Commission 
has closed a well-defined densely 
populated core area within the 
Valley of the Sun to hunting.

season dates:
Mourning Dove and Eurasian 

Collared Dove
Sept. 3-Oct. 18 and Dec. 10-Jan. 

2 or Sept. 3-Oct. 30 and Dec. 26-
Jan. 6

Teal Season
Sept. 10-25
Early Canada Goose Statewide 

Season
Sept. 1-15
Northwest Canada Goose Zone 

Season
Sept. 24-Oct. 3
Naylor also presented the Com-

mission with a proposal to im-
prove the waterfowl hunting 
permit process on Steve N. Wilson 
Raft Creek Bottoms Wildlife Man-
agement Area. The proposal calls 
for continuing to require a permit 
to waterfowl hunt, elimination of 
the permit draw during weekdays 
and continuing the permit draw 
on weekends with a revised online 
draw process. A public meeting on 
the proposal will be held in Grif-
fithville on July 28.

ARIZONA
Dove hunters will find 

it simpler to locate legal 
hunting areas this year
New state law opens up tracts of 

undeveloped public lands within 
municipalities

Thanks to new laws passed by 
the Arizona Legislature this past 
session and actions by the Arizona 
Game and Fish Commission on 
Saturday, June 25, dove hunters 
will find it simpler this year de-
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The boundaries of this area, 

which crosses multiple municipal 
boundaries, are well defined by 
major roadways, making it much 
simpler for hunters, municipal 
leaders and law enforcement of-
ficers to determine where hunting 
is legal. The Base and Meridian 
wildlife area and a couple of small 
county islands within this closure 
area will remain open to hunt-
ing dove with shotgun shooting 
shot.

All restrictions in Arizona Re-
vised Statutes Title 17 (the state 
game laws) apply, such as not 
hunting within 1⁄4 mile of an oc-
cupied building and not shooting 
from or across a roadway.

In addition, municipal hunt 
management units created by 
the commission, such as those 
in the Valley of the Sun, Tucson 
and Flagstaff, also impose certain 
restrictions on hunting, especially 
for the use of firearms while tak-
ing wildlife. For instance, within 
the greater Phoenix metropolitan 
units, the legal firearms for hunt-
ing doves are restricted to the use 
of shotguns, shooting shot.

The first commission order ad-
opted since the passage of this 
law establishes the 2011 season 
on dove, which is a migratory 
bird that also falls under certain 
federal hunting constraints and 
guidelines. The commission unan-
imously approved the dove season 
at its June 25 meeting.

Leonard Ordway, assistant di-
rector for the Field Operations 
Division, pointed out that in the 
past, dove hunters – especially 
those in the Valley of the Sun 
where there are lots of different 
municipal boundaries to contend 
with – often found it difficult or 
sometimes even impossible to 
determine where one could legally 
hunt dove.

Ordway said the change in the 
law will make it easier for dove 
hunters to determine where they 
can hunt, and will also once again 
open up tracts of uninhabited and 
undeveloped public and State 
Trust land within municipalities 
to hunting.

“For example, hunters will find 
the return of hunting opportuni-
ties on those large areas of open 
land that have been annexed but 
won’t be developed for years, or 
those highly productive yet un-
posted agricultural lands within 
municipalities,” he said.

Ordway said this is especially 
important for families. “This new 
approach to hunting in municipal-
ities makes it simpler for parents 
to take their youngsters hunting, 
quite often closer to home, so they 
can re-connect with nature. This is 
truly a quality of life improvement 
for outdoor families now, and will 
help in passing on the hunting 
and outdoor tradition to future 
generations.”

The commission and department 
will be working closely with coun-
ties, municipalities, chiefs of police 
and other major stakeholders to 
continue taking a thoughtful and 
cooperative approach to hunting 
within municipalities.

“In the past, chiefs of police had 
the authority to approve or to close 
areas to discharge of firearms, thus 
closing what would otherwise be 
lawful hunting within municipal 
boundaries,” said Commissioner 
John W. Harris, a veteran law en-
forcement officer who is currently 
the police chief of Sahuarita. “Even 
though such authority with regard 
to hunting has shifted to the ca-
pable hands of the Game and Fish 
Commission, the commission and 
the department will work closely 
with chiefs of police and other mu-

nicipal leaders to thoughtfully and 
properly address concerns.”

Keep in mind that the dove 
commission order is just the first 
step. In August, the commission 
will consider recommendations 
for modifying all the commission 
orders so these new laws and 
authorities can be fully imple-
mented.

“The department and com-
mission have a long-standing 
track record of utilizing adaptive 
management principals not just 
within biology frameworks, but 
also within public administration 
venues as well,” said Ordway. 
“When it comes to hunting within 
municipalities, we expect to adapt 
and evolve while working coop-
eratively with other government 
entities and our outdoor stake-
holders.”

Wildfires and the approaching 
hunting seasons

On Saturday, June 25, the Game 
and Fish Department’s game 
branch provided the Arizona 
Game and Fish Commission an 
overview of the current wildfires 
and their potential impacts to the 
upcoming hunting season.

The 33-page presentation in-
cluded information on the size of 
wildfires, the game management 
units involved, the burn severity 
of the fires, and reference data from 
units in the 2002 Rodeo-Chediski 
fire, such as number of permits, 
demand and hunt success.

Since many of the fires are still 
active and there is no certainty 
of the impacts at this time, the 
commission took no action, but is 
aware of the many concerns and 
is continuing to evaluate these 
dynamic situations’ potential 
impacts to wildlife, habitat and 
hunting.
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Tag holders are reminded that, 
until the fires are put out and 
Game and Fish can get access into 
these areas, there is no certainty 
what the conditions may be. They 
could range from access issues 
(due to forest closures or restric-
tions) to near-normal hunting 
conditions by the fall.

For those seeking a refund, there 
is currently no provision in state 
law (A.R.S. § 17-332) or commis-
sion rule to issue refunds on a 
permit, or for a hunter to turn 
down the permit to retain his or 
her bonus points.

This is stated on page 16 of the 
2011-12 Arizona Hunting Regula-
tions booklet:

    “Hunt Permit, Bonus Points 
Disclaimer: The issuance of any 
big game permit has no express 
or implied guarantee or warranty 
of hunter success. Any person 
holding a valid permit assumes 
the risk that circumstances beyond 
the control of the Arizona Game 
and Fish Department may prevent 
the permit holder from using the 
permit. In such situations, the 
Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment disclaims any responsibility 
to reissue or replace a permit, to 
reinstate bonus points or to refund 
any fees, except under specific cir-
cumstances, such as activation of 
military or emergency personnel, 
as stated in R12-4-107(L).”

However, the Arizona Game and 
Fish Commission is a public body, 
and citizens can petition their case 
on an individual basis.

Worth noting, hunt success for 
elk decreased only slightly the 
year of the Rodeo-Chediski fire, 
but then increased over the next 
couple of years, as did the number 
of tags issued.

To view the presentation and to 
learn more information about the 
impacts of wildfires on wildlife in 

Arizona, visit www.azgfd.gov/
wildfires. The presentation is a 
new addition in the right-side col-
umn labeled “Fire & Game Com-
mission Presentation June 2011.”

CALIFORNIA
DFG 2011 Game Bird 
Heritage Dove Hunts 
Offered in San Diego 

County
The Department of Fish and 

Game (DFG) Game Bird Heritage 
program is offering five dove 
hunting opportunities at Rancho 
Jamul Ecological Reserve in 2011. 
Rancho Jamul Ecological Reserve 
is located in San Diego County.

On Sept. 3, two hunts are sched-
uled, one at 6 a.m. and the other at 
3 p.m. On Sept. 4, there is a single 
hunt at 6 a.m. On Nov. 20, there is 
one hunt scheduled at 6 a.m.and 
another hunt at 3 p.m.These hunts 
can accommodate 20 hunters 
apiece. For additional information, 
please contact Nicholas Bechtel at 
(805) 965-3059.

Applications are available online 
at www.dfg.ca.gov/hunting/. The 
deadline to apply is Aug. 2, 2011 
at 5 p. m. If you have questions 
regarding the application process, 
please call the DFG Upland Game 
Bird Program at (916) 445-3418.

COLORADO
New Columbian Sharp-

tailed Grouse Video
New Columbian Sharp-tailed 

Grouse Video Columbian Sharp-
tailed Grouse video thumbnail.
Eleventh in the “a.m. Colorado” 
series, this video shows sunrise on 
an active sharp-tailed grouse lek in 
northwestern Colorado.

Like sage-grouse, Columbian 
or Mountain sharp-tailed grouse 

breed on leks or traditional strut-
ting grounds. Their leks are typi-
cally located on knolls or ridge-
tops. An average of 14 birds dis-
play and breed on an area of 
around 100 feet in diameter. 

Filmed in high-definition (HD) 
video and recorded in digital 
audio, the “a.m. Colorado” video 
series captures the early-morning 
sights and sounds of some of Colo-
rado’s most unique landscapes 
and wildlife species.

FLORIDA
Join the Dove Club

Outta’ the Woods
To me, the best part about hunt-

ing is not harvesting game - but 
spending quality time outdoors 
with friends and family. One of 
the best ways to do that is through 
dove hunting, which is one reason 
why great dove hunts are in such 
high demand but often difficult 
to find.

That’s why the FWC created its 
Special-Opportunity Dove Club 
Program - to offer hunters the 
chance of experiencing excep-
tional dove hunting on the state’s 
best public dove fields.

Dove Club permits enable one 
adult and one youth (under age 
16) to hunt all scheduled dates 
for the dove field of their choice. 
Permits cost $150 and enable both 
hunters to take a daily bag limit of 
birds each. There are eight hunts 
on all but one of the selected dove 
fields (Caravelle Ranch has six), 
and all hunts are from noon until 
sunset and take place on Satur-
days, starting Oct. 1 and ending 
Jan. 7.

Last year, 1,865 birds were har-
vested from six fields. This com-
ing season, there again will be six 
special-opportunity dove fields 
scattered throughout the state 
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from which to choose.

One of the fields is on Allapattah 
Flats Public Small-Game Hunting 
Area (PSGHA) in Martin County, 
east of Lake Okeechobee. Thirteen 
Dove Club permits are available 
for the 100-acre field. Participants 
last year took an average of more 
than six birds per hunter per day, 
harvesting 644 birds.

North Newberry PSGHA, in 
Alachua County, has 13 Dove 
Club permits on its 40 acres. That 
field didn’t produce as well last 
year but yielded 410 doves two 
seasons ago.

Caravelle Ranch, in Putnam 
County, has a 200-acre dove field 
with 30 Dove Club permits avail-
able. Last season, 249 doves were 
harvested there.

The dove field on Hilochee 
Wildlife Management Area, in 
Lake County, has 15 Dove Club 
permits available to hunt its 58 
acres. Hunters there last season 
took 490 doves, which equated 
to a 2.5-birds-per-hunter, per day 
average.             

Frog Pond PSGHA, in Miami-
Dade County, has been a top pro-
ducer in past years, and 246 birds 
were taken there last season, for 
nearly a 2-birds-per-hunter, per 
day average. Fifteen Dove Club 
permits are available to hunt its 
50 acres.

The remaining special-opportu-
nity dove field is a brand new one 
to the system and is in Lafayette 
County. Koon Farm PSGHA is a 
40-acre dove field with 13 permits 
available.

Dove Club permits will be is-
sued by random drawing during 
Phase I. That application period 
is July 1-18.

After obtaining the correct ap-
plication worksheet by going to 
MyFWC.com/Hunting and click-

ing on “Limited Entry Hunts,” 
you can apply for these season 
passes by filling out a single 
worksheet (with up to five dove 
field choices) and turning it in at 
any county tax collector’s office, 
license agent or by going online 
to www.fl.wildlifelicense.com. 
During Phase I, hunters may be 
awarded a permit for only one 
dove field.

If you’re successful in getting 
drawn, you must pick up and 
pay for your Dove Club permit at 
any of the same places mentioned 
above by Aug. 8. Check for draw-
ing results in late July at MyFWC.
com/Hunting, again by clicking 
“Limited Entry Hunts.” And any 
applicant who provides his email 
address will be notified by the 
FWC by email if drawn.

Brochures on each of these areas 
are available online at MyFWC.
com/Dove. Also at that Web ad-
dress, beginning in late Septem-
ber, hunters will be able to find 
the most up-to-date information 
on these six special-opportunity 
dove fields, as well as Florida’s 
other public dove fields. The web-
site is updated every Thursday 
throughout the dove season, and 
information includes dove densi-
ties, previous weeks’ harvests and 
field conditions.

So if you’d like to join the FWC’s 
Dove Club, you need to try to do 
so in July. Remember to introduce 
someone new to hunting when 
you can. As always, have fun, hunt 
safely and ethically, and we’ll see 
you in the woods!

GEORGIA
DNR Board Approves 
Proposed Changes to 
Hunting and Other 

Regulations
The Board of Natural Resourc-

es recently approved proposed 
changes to hunting regulations 
for the 2011-2013 hunting seasons 
and adopted proposed rules for 
the Georgia Outdoor Recreation 
Pass.

The purpose of hunting regula-
tions are to manage Georgia’s 
game birds and game animals ac-
cording to the sound principles of 
wildlife management that achieve 
a balance between biological con-
straints and public objectives for 
the use of these renewable natural 
resources.

“Regarding hunting regulations, 
changes include eliminating bio-
logically unnecessary regulations, 
simplifying regulations, expand-
ing hunting opportunities where 
biologically appropriate and re-
sponding to public desires,” says 
Assistant Chief of Game Manage-
ment John W. Bowers. “Some of 
these changes include elimination 
of raccoon zone lines, expanding 
woodcock hunting season, provid-
ing a one-day bear season in cer-
tain central Georgia counties and 
expanding hunting opportunities 
on Wildlife Management Areas 
and State Parks.” 

The Board also adopted rules 
pertaining to the new Georgia 
Outdoor Recreation Pass (GORP). 
A GORP will be required for indi-
viduals between 16 and 64 years 
of age using certain designated 
sites (e.g., shooting ranges and 
multi-use trails) on state-owned 
Wildlife Management Areas and 
Public Fishing areas. Individuals 
who possess a valid WMA license, 
lifetime sportsmen’s license, hon-
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orary license and 3-Day Hunting 
& Fishing license are exempt from 
the requirement to purchase a 
GORP. The GORP fee schedule is 
as follows: 

    * Individual 3-Day GORP: 
$3.50

    * Individual Annual GORP: 
$19.00 

    * Small Group 3-Day GORP: 
$10.00

    * Small Group Annual GORP: 
$35.00 

A small group is not more than 8 
people who visit a designated rec-
reation site in a single vehicle. The 
Group Pass should be displayed in 
the vehicle windshield. All GORPs 
will be available through the same 
licensing system used to issue 
hunting & fishing licenses. The 
GORP requirements will become 
effective January 1, 2012. 

“Since the establishment of 
WMAs and PFAs, hunters and 
anglers have been the primary 
source of funding to maintain 
and operate these important and 
valuable conservation areas,” 
says Bowers. “The establishment 
of the GORP seeks to increase the 
self-sufficiency of maintaining 
and operating WMAs and PFAs 
by capturing revenue from non-
hunting and angling constituents 
who have used these areas for 
many years without contributing 
direct financial support.”

Interested persons may view 
the approved regulation changes 
in electronic format by visiting 
the Division’s website at www.
gohuntgeorgia.com (select “Hunt-
ing” “Hunting Regulations” then 
“Proposed Hunting Regulations”).  
The annual popular guide, which 
provides a less formal presentation 
of the regulations, will be available 
by August 1 on the Division’s web-
site, at DNR offices, and at license 
vendors throughout Georgia.

IDAHO
goose banding efforts 
focus on boise parks

More than 500 Canada geese may 
soon be sporting new hardware 
as part of an urban goose study 
conducted this month by Fish and 
Game in partnership with Boise 
Parks and Recreation.

The banding project is scheduled 
to begin Friday, June 10, in Ann 
Morrison or Julia Davis Parks; 
banding efforts will continue the 
following Monday and Tuesday, 
June 13 and 14.

After fielding dozens of goose 
complaint calls during the first 
three months of the year, Boise 
Parks and Recreation contacted 
Fish and Game, seeking solutions. 
Complaints focused on grazing 
damage to local athletic fields 
and the all too familiar mess left 
on sidewalks and open areas in 
Boise’s parks by wintering geese.

Before efforts to address the 
problem can go forward, the of-
fending birds must first be identi-
fied.

“It’s all about determining which 
group of geese is responsible,” 
Fish and Game conservation 
educator Evin Oneale said. “Is it 
resident geese, those that live in 
the area throughout the year, or 
is the damage and the mess being 
caused by an influx of migrant 
geese enjoying Boise’s mild winter 
conditions? A clear answer to that 
question will help determine what 
steps might be necessary to deal 
effectively with the problem.”

Fish and Game staff hope to 
mark more than 500 adult and 
juvenile Canada geese in three 
locations, including Ann Morrison 
and Julia Davis Parks. After the 
banding effort is completed, the 
ratio of marked to unmarked geese 

will be monitored throughout the 
year. This ratio will help determine 
which of the two groups of geese 
is the major offender.

For more information contact 
the Fish and Game Nampa office 
at 465-8465.

ILLINOIS
IDNR Proposes 

Waterfowl Season Dates 
and Zone Lines for 2011-

2015 
Natural Resources Advisory 

Board Endorsed Proposals at July 
13 Meeting 

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) Division of Wildlife Re-
sources is recommending duck 
and goose season dates and wa-
terfowl zone lines for the next five 
years.  The proposals were devel-
oped based on an extensive review 
of scientific data, waterfowl hunter 
survey results, and comments and 
survey results following a series 
of public open house meetings 
last month.

The proposals were reviewed 
and endorsed by the IDNR Natu-
ral Resources Advisory Board at 
its meeting on July 13 in Spring-
field.

The IDNR Division of Wildlife 
Resources’ five-year proposal – 
which is predicated on approval 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service of an option for Illinois 
to add a fourth waterfowl zone – 
includes:

• A four-zone configuration 
including North, Central, South-
Central and South zones;

• No change in the zone line 
between the North and Central 
zones in northeast Illinois;

• No change in the zone line 


