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Independence demonstrations; 
Canine Good Citizen® testing 
and rally course try-outs.

 * 9/17 – Rogue Valley Ken-
nel Club, Grants Pass, OR – 
Guest speakers on a variety 
of canine topics; photo booth; 
Obedience and grooming dem-
os; Canine Good Citizen® test-
ing and AKC Meet the Breeds®. 
The club will also offer weekly 
training sessions in the month 
leading up to the event.

 * 9/24 – Treasure Coast 
Kennel Club, Ft. Pierce, FL - 
Wander with your four-legged 
friend through an assortment 
of specialty gardens at the 
Heathcote Botanical Gardens, 
including a Japanese Garden, 
Reflection Garden, Herb Gar-
den, Rainforest Display, Native 
Plants Garden and a Palm & 
Cycad Walk. Also enjoy: dem-
onstrations of Obedience, Rally, 
Agility and Flyball; Dog CPR, 
nail trimming and ear clean-
ing instruction; handouts and 
instructional material to take 
home; and games, contests and 
prizes for dog and owner.

AKC will celebrate its own 
flagship AKC Responsible Dog 
Ownership Day in Raleigh, 
N.C. on Saturday, September 
24th from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
at the North Carolina State 
Fairgrounds. The event will 
feature many AKC-recognized 
breeds, agility and obedience 
demonstrations, low-cost AKC 
CAR microchipping, goodie 
bags and much more.

Organizations interested in 
hosting an AKC Responsible 
Dog Ownership Days event 

should contact the AKC at com-
munications@akc.org or visit 
http://www.akc.org/rdod

Motel 6 is a proud nation-
wide sponsor of AKC RDO 
Days. Motel 6 will highlight 
its commitment to responsible 
dog ownership this September 
by working with event-hosting 
organizations across the coun-
try to provide resources and 
information for pet owners and 
by attending AKC’s flagship 
event.

Chairman’s Report July 
2011

- AKC Responsible Dog 
Ownership Days Are Key to 
Public Education -

This September hundreds of 
free community events for dog 
lovers across the country will 
participate in the ninth annual 
AKC Responsible Dog Owner-
ship Days. The AKC will host 
its flagship event in Raleigh, 
NC on Saturday, Sept. 24th. We 
welcome AKC clubs, Canine 
Good Citizen® evaluators, res-
cue groups, dog trainers, vet 
clinics and all other dog-loving 
groups to join us in making this 
year the biggest month-long 
celebration yet! If you haven’t 
already, I urge you to sign-up 
your club or organization for 
an event.

An AKC RDO Days event 
can be as simple as manning a 
public education table at your 
show or trial or as involved 
as creating a day-long fair, of-
fering Canine Good Citizen® 
testing or running an AKC 

Companion Animal Recovery 
(AKC CAR) microchip clinic. 
Visit www.akc.org/rdod for 
more suggestions.

The first 500 groups that 
sign-up at www.akc.org/rdod 
by August 1, 2011 will receive 
an event listing on the AKC 
website as well as a materials 
kit that includes giveaways like 
pencils, stickers and brochures 
and a publicity packet filled 
with ideas to promote your 
event locally. We have hun-
dreds of events from coast to 
coast already signed up.

We’ve also added a new 
tool to the materials kit this 
year - the updated “Welcome 
to the American Kennel Club” 
brochure. This public friendly 
brochure highlights AKC’s 
good works and the great pro-
grams we have available to all 
dogs and will assist your club 
in its public education and out-
reach efforts.

The brochure explains how 
to find a puppy through AKC’s 
Breeder Referral Services and 
Online Breeder Classifieds as 
well as how to find a training 
club, get started in the Canine 
Good Citizen® and S.T.A.R. 
Puppy programs or enroll a 
mixed-breed dog in the AKC 
Canine Partners program.

AKC CAR pet recovery ser-
vices, the AKC Canine Health 
Resource Center, AKC’s kennel 
inspections program and more 
are featured in a section about 
how AKC works to keep our 
canines happy and healthy. 
Registering your puppy helps 
the AKC and its affiliates do 
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so many things for dogs every-
where. The brochure also shines 
a spotlight on the proud work 
the American Kennel Club 
does through its affiliates: the 
AKC Canine Health Founda-
tion, AKC Humane Fund and 
AKC CAR Canine Support and 
Relief Fund and how the public 
can donate to support those 
efforts.

Lastly, the back of the bro-
chure is an engaging “Save 
This Page” cut out with places 
for important dog information 
and phone numbers as well as 
a fun Dog Age Calculator chart 
converting your dog’s age into 
human year equivalents. Own-
ers can easily secure this page, 
which also contains AKC’s 
contact info and social media 
places, on their refrigerators 
with their favorite dog-themed 
magnet.

We believe this brochure 
will help support the won-
derful education work you’re 
already doing with the public, 
legislators, schools and more. 
Thank you for your continued 
efforts! If you register for AKC 
RDO Days, you’ll receive 25 
free copies of “Welcome to the 
American Kennel Club” or 
you can order additional cop-
ies of the GAINF3 brochure at 
orderdesk@akc.org.

Sincerely,

Ron Menaker

Chairman

Lifetime Achievement 
Awards 2012

In its endless pursuit to rec-
ognize outstanding members 
of the fancy, The American 
Kennel Club Lifetime Achieve-
ment Awards were established 
in 1998 to honor our best. The 
purpose of the awards is to cel-
ebrate those individuals whose 
many years of dedication have 
led to significant contribu-
tions to our sport on a national 
level.

As in the past, this year’s 
nominees were selected by 
AKC member clubs that cast 
their votes for one nominee in 
each of three categories: Con-
formation, Companion Events, 
and Performance. The three 
nominees receiving the most 
votes in each category were se-
lected as the finalists. Member 
clubs have now been asked to 
cast their vote for one nominee 
in each of the three categories. 
This final round of balloting will 
close on September 12, 2011. A 
special awards presentation 
will be held in conjunction with 
the AKC/Eukanuba National 
Championship in Orlando, 
Florida in December 2011.

The AKC is honored to pres-
ent photos and bios of the nine 
finalists who were selected by 
their constituents in recognition 
of their exemplary participation 
in the fancy.

Nominees in 
Performance:

Bob Fleury
Bob Fleury, of North Ston-

ington, Connecticut, has been 
involved in the Brittany world 
and a member of the Ameri-
can Brittany Club (ABC) since 
the early 1970s. Under the 
Birch Hill banner, he has bred, 
trained, and competed Brit-
tanys for over 35 years. He has 
won 35 Field Championships 
and over 700 placements. His 
judging assignments include 
National Championship stakes 
for Brittanys, German Short-
hairs, Vizslas and Weimaraners, 
as well as many pointer and 
setter championships.

For nine years, Bob served 
as an ABC East Coast Director. 
Presently, he is chairman of the 
ABC Magazine Committee, 
a position he previously held 
for 12 years. He served on the 
Board of Flaherty Field Trial 
Association for 30 years and 
was instrumental in creating a 
fund-raising yearbook program 
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which is now in its 20th year.

Bob served for three years 
on the Connecticut Governor’s 
Citizen Advisory Council, rep-
resenting the state’s bird dog 
clubs, as well as on the com-
mittee for planning and run-
ning two of the Purina Top 
Shooting Dog Awards. He has 
shared his knowledge by being 
a reporter for field events and a 
contributing author in a variety 
of publications.

Bob has received numer-
ous awards which include the 
Gaines Sportsmanship; Life 
Membership in ABC; Brittany 
Field Trial Hall of Fame; Lead-
ership Award-Association of 
New England Field Trial Clubs; 
the Life Patron Award-National 
Bird Dog Association; and most 
recently the American Brit-
tany Club’s Hall of Fame for 
People.

Chairman’s Report June 
2011

— AKC Introduces New 
Therapy Dog Title —

I am pleased to announce 
an exciting new title open to all 
AKC dogs. The AKC Therapy 
Dog title, or “THD,” will launch 
June 27th as an official AKC 
suffix title and will reward dogs 
and their owners that have 
provided ongoing community 
service to help improve the well 
being of others.

Currently, it is estimated 
there are 50,000 certified and 
active therapy dogs in the 
United States. Volunteerism 

has exploded over the past 
decade, especially those with 
dog and owner teams working 
in schools, hospitals, nursing 
homes, and at natural disas-
ters.

As you know, the AKC 
annually recognizes an out-
standing Therapy Dog as part 
of the annual AKC Humane 
Fund Awards for Canine Ex-
cellence (ACE). We receive so 
many great nominations that 
we know there are many more 
dogs out there that deserve rec-
ognition. We have also received 
many requests from the fancy 
to award titles to therapy dogs 
as a way to recognize the “great 
work their dogs do.” Addition-
ally, earning a THD title builds 
on the skills taught in the AKC 
S.T.A.R. Puppy and Canine 
Good Citizen programs, which 
create a sound and friendly 
temperament needed by a suc-
cessful therapy dog.

The AKC will not certify 
therapy dogs. Instead, we’re 
working with therapy dog 
certification organizations to 
recognize the work done by 
therapy teams. The certification 
organizations are the experts 
in this area and their efforts 
should be acknowledged and 
appreciated.

The title will be open to all 
AKC dogs that have completed 
a series of criteria. To qualify, 
dogs must be certified by a 
participating therapy dog certi-
fication organization and have 
performed a minimum of 50 
community service visits.

To obtain a title an owner 
must complete an applica-
tion along with evidence of 
documented visits. Application 
forms are available on the web-
site at www.akc.org/akcthera-
pydog. The program will accept 
documentation going back to 
January 1, 2000.

If your dog qualifies we 
encourage you to apply for the 
title. For more information visit 
www.akc.org/akctherapydog 
or email akctherapydog@akc.
org.

Sincerely,

Ron Menaker

Chairman

MA Update: Committee 
to Consider Requiring 

Licensing for Dog Events 
on July 19

A Massachusetts legislative 
committee is scheduled to con-
sider House Bill 1023 on July 19 
- a bill that would significantly 
change the definition of kennel 
to encompass training facilities 
or any dog event with more 
than 12 dogs. All those meeting 
the new criteria would be re-
quired to comply with all state 
and local licensing and other 
regulations currently reserved 
just for large kennels.

This would mean that any 
daytime activity where more 
than twelve dogs are present 
(including dog shows, training 
facilities, companion events, 
etc.) would now be considered 
a kennel and required to com-
ply with all state and local ken-
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nel licensing and regulations. 
Read AKC’s previous Legisla-
tive Alert for more information 
on House Bill 1023, including 
AKC’s letter to the Joint Com-
mittee on Consumer Protection 
and Professional Licensure.

It is essential that the com-
mittee members hear from 
responsible dog owners, ex-
hibitors, trainers, and breeders 
who either reside in the Com-
monwealth or participate in 
Massachusetts dog events:

 * Attend the committee 
hearing on July 19. The meeting 
information is as follows:

 Joint Committee on Con-
sumer Protection and Profes-
sional Licensure

Date: July 19, 2011

Time: 1:00 p.m.

Location: Massachusetts 
State House, Room A-2

**If you plan to attend, 
please contact the Massachu-
setts Federation of Dog Clubs 
and Responsible Dog Owners 
so they can know how many 
plan to testify and can provide 
you with any last-minute infor-
mation:

Virginia Rowland - black-
slate@aol.com or

Julie Rembrandt Seeley - 
jrembrandtseeley@charter.net

 * Contact the committee 
members and express your 
concerns with House Bill 1023. 
View the committee member 
names and contact information 
here.

View a sample letter to per-
sonalize

View a sample phone 
script

The AKC will continue to 
closely monitor this legislation. 
For questions or more informa-
tion, contact the Massachusetts 
Federation of Dog Clubs & Re-
sponsible Dog Owners at the e-
mail addresses listed above, or 
the AKC Government Relations 
Department at (919) 816-3720 or 
doglaw@akc.org.

Suffolk County, NY 
Schedules Bill Attacking 

Dog Breeders and the 
AKC

The Suffolk County, New 
York Legislature has scheduled 
a public hearing on August 
2 for IR-1545, a measure that 
contains numerous inaccurate, 
misleading, and unsubstanti-
ated claims that impugn the 
integrity of the American Ken-
nel Club and the many respon-
sible local AKC dog owners and 
breeders who devote their lives 
to the wellbeing of dogs.

The AKC strongly opposes 
the intent of this bill and urges 
all responsible Suffolk County 
dog owners to politely but 
firmly express their opposition 
to this measure by attending the 
public hearing August 2 and by 
directly contacting members of 
the County Legislature. Scroll 
down for hearing and contact 
information.

Summary:

Suffolk County IR-1545 
purportedly seeks to educate 
consumers about illegal and 
substandard kennel conditions 
in other states by limiting the 
choice of types of dogs that 
may be sold in Suffolk County 
pet shops. Under this measure, 
dogs at Suffolk pet stores could 
only be sourced from shelters, 
rescue organizations or Suffolk 
County breeders.

The legislative findings pre-
sented in IR-1545 attack the in-
tegrity of responsible breeders 
and the American Kennel Club 
by broadly implying that all 
female dogs bred in the United 
States are mistreated, aban-
doned and/or killed. It makes 
a number of other wildly inac-
curate statements, including 
claims that AKC inspections do 
not assess the care/conditions 
or wellbeing of dogs.

How You Can Help:

 * Attend the hearing and 
express your concerns with IR 
1545. The meeting information 
is as follows:

Date: Tuesday, August 2

Time: 4:00 p.m.

Location: Hauppauge Leg-
islative Auditorium

W.H. Rogers Legislature 
Building

725 Veterans Memorial 
Highway

Smithtown, NY 11787
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News From The Enemy Camp And Good Guys

  

Authentic Taxidermy
5764 Bavaria Avenue

Parma, OH 44129 
(440) 888-0535 

  www.authentictaxidermyohio.

Order today via web-site or call

Dog Head Decorations
“Preserve the Precious Memories of Your Dog”

• Decorate your home with a dog head that is  custom painted to look like your dog.

• This item can be used as an urn or a wall decoration.

• The urn is accessible from the back of the head 

• The dog head can have an open or closed mouth.

• Dog species presently available are: Black, Chocolate,    
   and Yellow Labs; German Shorthaired and English 
   Pointers. Other species are considered special order.

• Most species of farm-raised game birds are available.

• Customers may supply their own game bird.

• Allow 60-90 days for delivery. Except for special orders.

Hunters, Keep ‘The 
Facts’ at Hand;

NSSF’s Updated Pocket 
Card Makes It Easy
 At some point, nearly ev-

ery hunter will be called on to 
point out the merits of hunting. 
Will you be up to the task of 
defending this great tradition 
by citing well-sourced facts in 
your discussion?

The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation, the trade 
association for the firearms, am-
munition, hunting and shoot-
ing sports industry, can help 
you make your points with its 
newly updated Hunter’s Pocket 
Fact Card. The card is free and 
available online at nssf.org/lit 
and in bulk quantities to your 
hunting club, shooting range, 
conservation organization or 
firearms retail store.

Using statistics, pie charts 
and color photographs, the card 
points out the following:

    * That sportsmen contrib-
ute nearly $8 million daily to 
wildlife conservation through 
hunting license sales revenues, 
excise taxes collected on sport-
ing equipment, the sale of Fed-
eral Duck Stamps and other 
revenue sources.

    * That hunting helps sup-
port 600,000 jobs in the United 
States.

in defense of our traditions 
when that need arises,” said 
NSSF President and CEO Steve 
Sanetti. “I keep a supply of our 
Hunter ’s Pocket Fact Cards 
handy. It’s nice to leave a card 
with the person you’ve been 
talking to about hunting.”

NSSF Offers Colleges 
$300,000 in Grants for 

Shooting Programs
 In just two years, the Col-

legiate Shooting Sports Ini-
tiative (CSSI) developed by 
the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation has awarded more 
than $300,000 to 40 colleges to 
help establish, expand and sus-
tain shooting clubs and teams. 

    * That hunters and target 
shooters have paid $6.8 billion 
in excise taxes since the incep-
tion in 1937 of the Federal Aid 
in Wildlife Restoration Act, 
commonly known as the Pitt-
man-Robertson Act.

    * That game species such 
as white-tailed deer, waterfowl, 
Rocky Mountain Elk, wild tur-
keys and pronghorn antelope 
have been restored to healthy 
populations from dangerously 
low levels in the early 1900s.

“Hunters must be more 
than sportsmen, they must be 
spokespersons who speak up 
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NSSF wants to add to that sup-
port. This school year NSSF 
will make a total of $300,000 in 
funding available to colleges. 
Grant applications are avail-
able at www.nssf.org/CSSI/
grants.

“We’re seeing that college 
students are eager to partici-
pate in the shooting sports if 
given the opportunity,” said 
Zach Snow, NSSF manager of 
shooting promotions. “NSSF 
grants are stimulating interest 
in collegiate target shooting and 
firearms safety programs across 
the country.”

Schools that have received 
CSSI grants include Harvard, 
Yale, Clemson, Colorado State, 
University of Arkansas-Fort 
Smith, Fort Hayes State, Stetson 

College, Jacksonville Univer-
sity and the University of Ver-
mont.

CSSI grant-supported pro-
grams have helped double 
participation at the ACUI Inter-
collegiate Clay Target Champi-
onship over the last three years. 
The 2011 championships fea-
tured 439 students representing 
50 schools.

These are avid competitive 
target shooters. The majority 
of participants shoot three or 
more events, with 88 percent 
taking aim in trapshooting, 
the tournament’s top event. 
Participation in sporting clays, 
another shotgun clay target 
sport, rose by 42 percent over 
last year. Snow reports that the 
ACUI office receives an average 
of ten inquiries per month from 
parents, students and coaches 
asking how to start a college 
team and get involved with the 
ACUI tournament.

While competition attracts 
one type of student, recre-
ational target shooting draws 
students who want an introduc-
tion to the shooting sports and 
firearms safety. NSSF grants 
are helping to establish these 
campus-organized clubs. Such 
widespread interest prompted 
NSSF to develop its “How to 
Start a Club” resource guide. 
The document is filled with 
helpful advice on starting both 
competitive teams and recre-
ational shooting clubs, and in-
cludes samples of membership 
forms and club bylaws.

NSSF’s Collegiate Shooting 
Sports Initiative is closely allied 

with the Scholastic Clay Target 
Program that was founded by 
NSSF and is now administered 
by the Scholastic Shooting 
Sports Foundation. SCTP is a 
nationwide program for youth 
target shooters that provides 
competition, championships 
and scholarship opportunities. 
SCTP, a feeder program for 
many college shooting teams, 
recently added a collegiate 
division.

“Students coming out of 
SCTP and other youth pro-
grams want to continue partici-
pating when they get to college 
and also share these lifelong 
sports with their new friends,” 
said Snow.

Anyone interested in start-
ing or strengthening a college 
shotgun, rifle or pistol team 
or club can find resources and 
grant opportunities at www.
nssf.org/college.
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News from the Non-profits

Louisiana Has Record 
Waterfowl Harvest

Abundant Harvest Empha-
sizes Importance of Louisiana 
to Waterfowl

Waterfowl hunters har-
vested more than 2.7 million 
ducks in Louisiana during the 
2010-11 waterfowl season, more 
than any other state, according 
to the recently released annual 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
Migratory Bird Hunting Activ-
ity and Harvest report.

“Conserving waterfowl 
habitats in Louisiana has long 
been one of Ducks Unlimited’s 
highest priorities,” Bob Dew, 
DU manager of conservation 
programs, said. “More ducks 
were harvested in Louisiana 
last season than in the entire 
Atlantic or Central Flyways! If 
that doesn’t convey the conti-
nental importance of Louisiana 
as wintering waterfowl habitat, 
I don’t know what does.”

Louisiana’s harvest ac-
counts for 18 percent of the 
United States harvest. Arkansas 
had the second highest harvest 

winter due to the Migratory 
Bird Habitat Initiative, while 
southeast Louisiana marshes 
were under the influence of a 
high river with open freshwater 
diversions.

“Ducks Unlimited’s partner-
ship with private landowners, 
the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation and the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
put about 80,000 acres of water 
on the ground in drought-
stricken southwest Louisiana 
in time for the fall flights,” 
Dew said. “And the freshwater 
pouring into southeast coastal 
marshes encouraged excellent 
submersed aquatic vegetation 
growth, an important food 
resource for waterfowl, in that 
portion of the state.”

Last year’s breeding popu-
lations were above long term 
averages for most species, so 
waterfowl production should 
have been very good. Add 
to that late fall and winter 
weather patterns that pushed 
ducks south where they were 
greeted by locally excellent 
habitat conditions, and you 
have great harvest potential. 
Additionally, USFWS data also 
suggest that Louisiana had an 
increase in hunter numbers last 
year – more than 9,000 more 
than the previous year – and an 
increase in hunter effort – more 
than 130,000 more days afield – 
and the result is a near perfect 
combination of factors leading 
to Louisiana’s record harvest.

The coming waterfowl sea-
son is shaping up to be prom-
ising as well. The breeding 

in the Mississippi Flyway with 
1.4 million ducks. Factoring in 
hunter numbers, Louisiana’s 
harvest equated to 30.6 ducks 
harvested per hunter for the 
season. 

“That is a big increase in our 
hunter success from the year 
before,” Larry Reynolds, Loui-
siana Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries Waterfowl Study 
Leader, said. “Last season pro-
vided some great duck hunting 
in Louisiana, and given the 
increased populations and wet-
land conditions on the breeding 
grounds, we are hoping for 
another excellent season.”

However, waterfowlers 
should remember there are a 
multitude of factors that influ-
ence migration patterns as well 
as individual hunting success. 
Weather patterns are often the 
greatest driving force for water-
fowl, and last winter’s weather 
patterns pushed waterfowl 
south with hard freezes and 
snow cover to the north. Local 
habitat conditions, particularly 
local rainfall patterns that influ-
ence habitat availability, also 
play a critical role in hunter 
success. 

Last fall and winter there 
were significant efforts related 
to the Deepwater Horizon 
disaster to provide habitat for 
waterfowl and other migratory 
birds. The effort resulted in 
significant habitat in southwest 
Louisiana throughout fall and 
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ground population surveys and 
wetland pond counts showed 
great breeding pair numbers 
and habitat conditions. Flood-
ing along the Mississippi and 
Atchafalaya rivers has pro-
vided significant freshwater 
inputs, and river levels remain 
high so stands of submersed 
aquatic vegetation attractive 
to ducks should be developing 
nicely. Also, most of the habi-
tat created through the MBHI 
program will be provided again 
for waterfowl in the rice prairie 
region.

“With the wet conditions 
on the breeding grounds, duck 
hunters should be excited about 
the upcoming season,” Dew 
said. “But some areas of Louisi-
ana are very dry and very salty, 
which will have an effect on 
habitat conditions locally. Keep 
your fingers crossed for some 
rain and cold fall and winter 
weather up north.”

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.

Andi Cooper 601-206-5463
DU Lauds Senate Effort 

to Restore Gulf Coast 
After Spill

WASHINGTON, D.C., July 
22, 2011—Ducks Unlimited 
commended a group of U.S. 
Senators from Gulf Coast states 
as they introduced legislation 
that supports ensuring penal-
ties paid by BP under the Clean 
Water Act are directed back 
to the Gulf Coast region. The 
legislation, known as the RE-
STORE the Gulf Coast Act of 
2011, would direct 80 percent 
of BP penalties paid under the 
Clean Water Act toward the 
long-term health of the Gulf 
region’s coastal ecosystems and 
economies. 

The original cosponsors of 
the RESTORE the Gulf Coast 
Act of 2011 are Sens. Mary Lan-
drieu (LA) and Richard Shelby 
(AL). Cosponsoring the legisla-
tion are Sens. David Vitter (LA), 
Bill Nelson (FL), Marco Rubio 
(FL), Jeff Sessions (AL), Thad 
Cochran (MS), Roger Wicker 
(MS) and Kay Bailey-Hutchison 
(TX). 

Ducks Unlimited is encour-
aged by these senators’ efforts 
and believes the introduction of 
this legislation is an important 
step toward the ultimate goal of 
restoring important waterfowl 
habitat along the Gulf Coast. 

“Ensuring penalties paid 
by BP under the Clean Water 
Act are directed back to the 
Gulf Coast region is essential 
to sustaining waterfowl popu-
lations,” DU Director of Public 
Policy Barton James said. “In 
order to guarantee that water-
fowl habitat restoration efforts 

take place, Congress must work 
together to pass meaningful 
legislation.”

For decades, DU has been 
working to promote long-term 
wetlands restoration in the Gulf 
Coast region. Since the spill, DU 
and several partners have for-
mally requested that Congress 
support legislation that ensures 
penalties paid by BP under the 
Clean Water Act are directed 
back to the Gulf Coast region. 

Coastal Louisiana is one of 
the most significant areas for 
waterfowl in North America. 
It provides migration and win-
tering habitat for more than 
10 million ducks and geese. 
However, the Gulf Coast is ex-
periencing staggering wetlands 
loss. In Louisiana alone, an area 
of wetlands the size of a football 
field is lost every 38 minutes. 

The Gulf’s rich waterfowl-
ing tradition also serves as a 
significant stream of revenue 
for our nation. On average, 
hunting and fishing are an 
$80 billion per year industry. 
Restoring coastal wetlands 
provides positive benefits to 
America’s great outdoors and 
economy. 

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
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program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.

Emily Tyner 202-347-1530 
etyner@ducks.org

Missouri DU Ranks in 
Top Ten Fundraising 

States
(l-r) 2010 Missouri DU State 

Chairman Tom Shryock and 

Regional Director Todd Carl-
ton accept the Bronze Award 
on behalf of Missouri Ducks 
Unlimited.

Memphis, Tenn., July 14, 
2011 — Each Year Ducks Un-
limited (DU) recognizes the Top 
Ten states around the country 
for their efforts through the Na-
tional State Awards Program. In 
2010, under the leadership of 
Tom Shryock, Missouri Ducks 
Unlimited received the Bronze 
Level Comprehensive State 
Award.

The awards acknowledge 
those states that excel in all 
aspects of fundraising. Each 

year, DU recognizes states that 
achieve Grassroots Income 
growth as well as other mile-
stones, including increases in 
new volunteers, event atten-
dance and sponsors. States are 
recognized at the Bronze, Silver, 
or Gold level.

Ducks Unlimited, leader in 
wetlands conservation, hand-
ed out these top fundraising 
awards during the 74th Na-
tional Convention in Québec 
City, Ontario, Canada during 

the week of May 23-
29, 2011. The annual 
convention brings 
together volunteers 
and staff from across 
the country to cele-
brate the fundraising 
and conservation ac-
complishments each 
year.

“I am extremely 
proud of our Mis-
souri DU volunteers’ 
efforts to raise mon-

ey to conserve wetland habitats 
for the 2010 calendar year,” DU 
State Chairman Tom Shryock 
said. “Our volunteer group had 
a strong year, and we placed in 
the Top Ten in six of the ranking 
categories. I would like to per-
sonally thank all our Missouri 
chapters for their dedication 
and hard work in their volun-
teer efforts to support DU.”

Missouri DU has a long 
history of outstanding perfor-
mance. “This award celebrates 
a great fundraising year for our 
Missouri DU volunteers” DU 
Regional Directors Todd Carl-
ton, Mark Jackson, and Jimbo 

Robinson agreed. “We pre-
sented some challenges to the 
volunteers, and they set their 
goals high and achieved them. 
The volunteers rolled up their 
sleeves and went to work in the 
great Show Me way to achieve 
their goal of placing Missouri 
DU back in the Top 10 National 
Comprehensive Awards.”

Missouri DU continues to be 
one of the top states in Ducks 
Unlimited with over 19,600 
members statewide. With more 
than 1,800 volunteers, 90 Mis-
souri DU chapters held 140 
events in 2010for. These chap-
ters raised nearly $950,000 for 
habitat conservation during the 
year and have helped conserve 
105,000 acres in our great state 
to date.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.

Andi Cooper

601-206-5463

acooper@ducks.org
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U.S. Secretary of the 
Interior Appoints DU 

Representative to North 
American Wetlands 

Conservation Council
 U.S. Secretary of the In-

terior Ken Salazar recently 
announced the appointment 
of  Dr. Scott Yaich, Ducks Un-
limited Director of Conser-
vation Operations, to serve 
on the North American Wet-
lands Conservation Council. 

agement Plan, which helps 
conserve waterfowl and other 
migratory bird populations. By 
serving on this nine-member 
council, Dr. Yaich will also help 
determine which conservation 
project proposals will be rec-
ommended to the Migratory 
Bird Conservation Commission 
for North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act funding. 
 
“Dr. Yaich is an excellent choice 
for the North American Wet-
lands Conservation Council,” 
said DU CEO Dale Hall. “He is 
one of DU’s leading conserva-
tion experts and his knowledge 
and expertise will be a valu-
able resource to the council.”  
 
Ducks Unlimited staff who pre-
viously served on the NAWCC 
include Matt Connolly and Dr. 
Alan Wentz. “Ducks Unlimited 
has been a leading voice in con-
servation and waterfowl habi-
tat management for decades,” 
said Hall. “These multiple 
appointments not only affirm 
DU’s conservation expertise, 
but also highlight DU’s strong 
relationship with the U.S. 
Department of the Interior.” 
 
Dr. Yaich is a 10-year employee 
of Ducks Unlimited. Prior to his 
service at DU, Dr. Yaich worked 
with the Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission as well as 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice. He received a doctorate 
in Zoology from Southern 
Illinois University. Dr. Yaich 
also worked with the NAWCC 
during his tenure with the state 
of Arkansas, where he helped 
implement projects approved 

by the council and served as 
a council technical committee 
and staff member for nine years.  
Emily Tyner 202-347-1530

Senator Addresses 
Ducks Unlimited 
State Convention

U.S. Senator Debbie Stabe-
now addressed the Michigan 
Ducks Unlimited State Conven-
tion in Muskegon today. The 
Senator is the Chairwoman of 
the Senate Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition and Forestry, 
which impacts many signifi-
cant conservation programs of 
interest to DU.   Michigan DU 
members gather annually to cel-
ebrate conservation successes 
and to plan for the coming year.  
 
”It’s important to connect the 
Senator with conservationists 
who are paying close attention 
to the upcoming Farm Bill,” 
said Becky Humphries, director 
of DU’s Great Lakes/Atlantic 
Region for Ducks Unlimited. 
“Hunting, fishing and wildlife 
watching is big business in 
Michigan/Great Lakes every 
year, and the success of the 
resource they enjoy stems from 
programs like the Conserva-
tion Reserve Programs and 
Wetlands Reserve Programs.”  
 
The Farm Bill includes a broad 
spectrum of programs that sup-
port nutrition, agriculture and 
conservation. DU has a long 
history of working with ranch-
ers, farmers, and other private 
landowners across the country 
to enhance and restore millions 

 After receiving notice of his ap-
pointment, Dr. Yaich expressed 
his “appreciation for being se-
lected to serve on the council. 
The North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan is essential to 
sustaining waterfowl popula-
tions and their habitats. I look 
forward to working with coun-
cil members and the Migratory 
Bird Conservation Commission 
on the continued implemen-
tation of this plan and other  
HYPERLINK “http://www.
ducks.org/conservation” con-
servation opportunities.”

 
NAWCC plays an integral role 
in implementing the North 
American Waterfowl Man-


