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Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you 
seven pages from this book to decide if you want to do 

buy the book!

Buy The Book

Lack Of Hunt
By John & Amy Dahl

Thanks to Willow Creek Press we offer you and 
excerpt from Retriever Troubleshooting by John & 
Amy Dahl copyrights Willow Creek Press 2006

Retrievers are bred to hunt. With some dogs,  
however, an intelligent and relentless hunt  
is not inherited. Failure in hunting can also be 

caused by training confusion and excess pressure. Marks, 
and blinds, for that matter, are executed more effectively 
by dogs with enthusiastic hunts than by plodders. Rarely, 
in a difficult situation, does a dog land precisely on the 
downed bird. The dog’s knowledge of when and where to 
stop, honoring his nose when he reaches the area, bring-
ing the search to a quick conclusion, is his most valuable 
asset. Get the bird!

Puppies often reveal an intense hunting instinct at 
seven or eight weeks of age. Some even show effective use 
of their noses at that age. Other puppies who show little 
of this skill early in life develop into fine hunters with age 
and experience. Some do! First, we would like to deal with 
the problem of dogs who show little instinctive hunt, but 
seem otherwise talented.

We must admit that we find it disheartening when we 
come across an otherwise promising dog who lacks hunt-
ing vigor. At the same time, dogs in this category present 
an interesting challenge, and if given the proper encour-
agement, and exposure, may develop hunts that range 
from adequate to good. Rarely will a dog with a naturally 
weak hunt attain the level of hunting brilliance exhibited 
by the great NFCAFC Mi-Cris Sailor, who looked better 
hunting a mark than most dogs do stepping on it.

Probably the worst thing that can befall a young re-
triever whose hunt is defective, is failing a large percentage 
of his marks. The student may conclude that he’s no good 
at finding birds and give up trying. This downhill course 
can be avoided by making sure that his success ratio on 
marks is high-for a time pushing 100 percent. Success 
breeds success and the promise of a better future.

Still, little or nothing has been done to develop an 
energetic hunt, but the seed has been sown-the green 
dog thinks he will find a bird, or dummy, when sent. We 

do not subscribe to the notion that hunts can only 
be improved by shooting lots of birds over the dog. 
In some cases, a lot of birds will get them going. In 
many instances, however, following the force-fetch 
program, there is so much enthusiasm for getting 
dummies that they seem to work just as well in de-
veloping the hunt.

We start our marking training with obvious 
throws in which the hunt is not challenging — white 
dummies in short grass, or short throws in the water. 
As the retriever progresses we make use of higher 
cover in which the dog must put on a short hunt. The 
distances are generally modest, as trying to increase 
range and improve hunting ability simultaneously is 
usually counterproductive. We make our early marks 
in the cover short, which creates an assurance that 
he can get it quickly. When he fails to step on it but 
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puts on a quick search, ears up, tail 
wagging, we are seeing the begin-
nings of hunting.

Often dogs with little or no hunt 
wilt give up when the first birds or 
dummies are thrown in cover. The 
dog wilt often give a quick look 
and return to you, or in some cases, 
stand still and look for help. If this 
behavior is allowed to continue, the 
problem will grow worse, and the 
likelihood that you can deal with 
it effectively diminishes. Helping 
the dog that will not persevere by 
handling, or re-throwing the marks, 
usually leads to dependency on as-
sistance.

The next step in improving a 
dog’s hunt should be, again, to make 
it easier. Sometimes a large white 
dummy that can be seen more eas-
ily, or moving to sparser or shorter 
cover, will help. As the weeks go by, 
providing your dog has a high inter-
est level, you should see improved 
commitment to hunt the dummy, 
or bird, with fewer quits. As he 
improves, gradually increase the 
length of marks in cover. The den-
sity of cover can also be increased.

We tend to think of retrievers as 
having indomitable spirits and the 
gameness to go on no matter what 
obstacles are encountered. It is true 
that many individuals among Labs, 
goldens, and Chesapeakes show this 
trait. Excessive challenges, however, 
rarely contribute to the hunt.

There are certain environments 
that are best avoided altogether. 
Thickets of blackberry brambles, 
bull briars, and dense entangle-
ments are more likely to discourage 
dogs than to “toughen them up.” 
We have seen forbidding cover em-
ployed in field trials to separate the 
sheep from the goats, so to speak, 
but the dogs who approach such en-
cumbrances with a positive attitude 
are more likely to succeed than those 
who are bludgeoned with such ob-
stacles as a daily routine.

We have access to some ponds 
that are unusable in midsummer be-
cause of the density of water plants. 
At that time of year we retreat to 
more open water. The point is to 
keep demands within reason. The 
great performer will have plenty of 
opportunity in the course of hunt-
ing and competition to deal with 
extra tough environments without 
overexposure in training.

There are a wide variety of tech-
niques used to enhance dogs’ hunts. 
Most of these work as a temporary 
boost, but cause side effects that 
may grow into serious problems if 
overused.

The walking bird method is some-
times used to excite the retriever who 
has a too laid-back hunting style but 
can be revved up with live birds. The 
procedure is straightforward. The 
dog must be steadied and allowed to 
watch a pigeon with clipped wings 
disappear into thick cover. The dog 
can be steadied for varying lengths 
of time, allowing the bird to work its 
way deeper into the cover, promoting 
a more difficult search.

This method, though sometimes 
effective, can backfire if it is pursued 
to the point of dependency. We 
can think of a parallel in training 
coonhounds. Many trainers, and, 
we tend to agree, feel that hauling 
a coon up a tree to encourage young 
hounds to bark treed should be 
done little, if at all. Making a task 
too easy can create a dependency 
on easy tasks.

Another useful crutch is to use 
a live shackled or pinioned duck 
or pigeon on marks. Live game 
usually generates excitement and 
drive, positively affecting the hunt. 
As in the previous example of the 
“walkaway,” live birds are easier 
to hunt up than dead ones and will 
elevate the incidence of success. If 
you want to re-use your shackled 
ducks, though, don’t throw them 
as hitting the ground will kill them. 
Plant the bird and throw a dirt lump 

to the spot. When he gets there, 
there’s the bird!

Salting the area can be a good 
gambit, particularly on longer 
marks in which you are trying to 
improve the hunt. This consists of 
spreading several retrieving objects, 
usually dummies, over an area of 
ten yards or so in diameter. If your 
dog makes it to the area he is likely 
to have success after only a brief 
hunt. In many cases this will im-
prove a dog’s attitude on the longer 
difficult marks, resulting in a more 
positive hunt.

If your dog tends to break down 
on long marks and shows little or 
no hunt, “feeding him” dummies 
on his way to the area can be use-
ful. In this method, the helper, or 
automatic launcher, is used to throw 
additional dummies as the dog is on 
his way. This is strictly a confidence 
builder on longer marks. Avoid ex-
tensive reliance on it.

We have had little success forc-
ing dogs to hunt, and we dare 
say, although we use force when 
required, rely on it less than some 
other trainers. We think that talent 
comes first and training second. Of 
course, you can’t do without either. 
To return to the subject, it is possible 
to remind well-trained, collar-condi-
tioned retrievers to stay in the area 
and hunt. In this method, quitting, 
or returning without the bird, is 
addressed by a collar correction, get-
ting the dog sitting and under con-
trol, and handling him back into the 
area of the fall. Training of this type 
can be intimidating to the retriever 
and frustrating to the handler. It is a 
useful tool only in skilled hands. We 
have seen many competitive retriev-
ers who have been trained to hunt 
in this way but appear cowed and 
panicky while hunting. In competi-
tion, we see much less of this today 
than we did twenty years ago.

Carrying hunting demands 
to the extreme characterizes the 
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method we will call the “Birdless 
Mark.” In this method, which is 
related to the previous method, a 
mark is thrown but not a retrievable 
object. A lump of dirt that disinte-
grates upon hitting the ground is a 
good example. The dog is sent and 
allowed to hunt for varying lengths 
of time until the thrower flips him a 
bird or dummy when the dog isn’t 
looking. The dog then finds the 
bird or dummy. We haven’t seen 
impressive results from the use of 
this technique. In some circum-
stances, however, the birdless mark, 
enforced with collar correction and 
handling back into the area, may 
be what is needed to lengthen the 
duration of the hunt.

At a different level, we have 
found that forcing on back some-
times improves a dog’s hunt when 
a long program of marks designed 
to be encouraging has not worked 
by itself. Then, if the dog returns 
without the bird, apply pressure and 
re-send him.

Occasionally we see evidence 
that a dog is not using his nose ef-
fectively. It seems reasonable that 
a dog that doesn’t know how to 
respond to scent might not expect 
to find a hidden dummy or bird. 
Most of these dogs have a perfunc-
tory hunt. Most Labs, goldens, and 
Chesapeakes have good enough 
scenting ability to do their jobs, 
and our experience is that dogs can 
be taught to use their noses to find 
birds.

One procedure is to get the dog 
to use his nose to find his dinner. 
Make up a dog’s feed and hide the 
pan in light cover. Take the dog for 
an off-lead walk in the area, ap-
proaching the hidden feed from a 
downwind direction. When you 
see that he is beginning to catch 
the scent, try not to distract him as 
he works it out. Encouragement is 
not needed, as he gets the reward 
of supper. It is amazing how inept 
a young retriever can be initially. 

Fortunately, in a few sessions they 
learn quickly to follow up scent, 
and develop the expectation that 
they can find something if they 
hunt for it.

As we mentioned, some dogs 
appear to have their hunting abil-
ity or inclination compromised 
by training. We have seen novice 
trainers who are mainly focused on 
gaining and maintaining control, 
or who work primarily on blind 
retrieves. It can also occur when a 
softer dog is exposed to an absolute 
training program, or when dogs are 
frequently handled on marks they 
do not “pin.” The solution is usually 
increased marks with less interfer-
ence and a high success rate. If the 
dog is not fearful of correction, he 
may come around quickly.

We trained with a British field-
trial bitch that had always been 
handled on her marks. She was a 
good, aggressive retriever and soon 
learned to find her birds without 
help. A worried dog may need a 
longer program. In general we rec-
ommend keeping blinds and control 
training in balance with marking 
and initiative development. When 
the vigor of a dog’s hunt declines, 
it may be time to adjust the propor-
tions in each department.

Copyrights Willow Creek Press 2006

The substance and improvement 
of the hunt lie in fostering increased 
confidence and enthusiasm. Many 
retrievers have marvelous natural 
gifts. Some of them are deficient in 
one area, such as hunt. We try to 
bring out the best in weak areas as 
well as strong ones.

ODYSSEY GSP: 
The finest name in 
quality companion 

GSP gun dogs 
today. An enduring 

commitment 
to total GSP 

excellence. Strong 
natural ability, correct 

conformation & 
great dispositions. 

“PROVEN” 
www.odysseygsp.net

Contact us: Odyssey@unitedsky.net 660-582-2737
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Crazy Dogs

Beehive-eating Labrador 
Retriever Takes Home 2nd An-
nual VPI Hambone Award

Public Selects 2010’s Most 
Unusual Pet Health Insurance 
Claim 

 Veterinary Pet Insurance 
Co. (VPI), the nation’s oldest 
and largest provider of pet 
health insurance, asked the 
public to go to the polls and 
decide which pet with the 
most unusual health insurance 
claim in 2010 would take home 
the 2nd annual VPI Hambone 
Award. Between August 2 
and August 16, nearly 3,000 
people visited www.VPIHam-
boneAward.com to choose 
among the 12 nominees and 
select a favorite. The votes are 
in, and this year’s award goes 
to Ellie, the Labrador retriever 
from Santee, Calif., that ate an 
entire beehive and its thou-
sands of inhabitants.

Ellie may be a young dog, 
but she’s already managed to 
eat everything from wooden 
toy train tracks to laptop com-
puter keys. So the beehive in 
the backyard was just another 
culinary adventure for this in-
satiable pooch. Unfortunately 

for Ellie, the recently sprayed 
beehive was full of pesticides 
and thousands of dead bees, 
and that combination sent her 
to the veterinary hospital later 
that night. Ellie was treated and 
sent home with an upset stom-
ach but made a full recovery.

As the winner, Ellie’s own-
ers, Robert and Sandra Coe, 
will receive a bronze trophy in 
the shape of a ham as well as a 
gift basket full of doggie toys 
and treats.

Created to recognize the 
year’s most unusual pet health 
insurance claim, the VPI Ham-
bone Award is named in honor 
of a VPI-insured dog that got 
stuck in a refrigerator and ate 
an entire Thanksgiving ham be-
fore being found with a licked-
clean hambone and a mild case 
of hypothermia.

Second Place – Aubie the 
Border collie (Birmingham, 
Ala.). A lot of dogs just bark 
at the mailman, but not Aubie. 
To get to his letter-carrying 
“foe,” Aubie leaped through 
a closed living room window, 
shattering a pane of glass and 
cutting his left front leg in the 
process. Fortunately, Aubie’s 
owner, Sharman Martin, was 

home at the time and was able 
to wrap Aubie’s leg in a towel 
before rushing him to his veteri-
narian’s office. Two and a half 
hours and forty stitches later, 
Aubie was good as new again. 
“Aubie’s never been enamored 
with the mailman,” Sharman 
summed up.

Third Place – Darci the 
West Highland white terrier 
(Belleville, Ill.). Darci always 
lunged at noisy appliances, 
but owner Barbara Abell never 
thought she had to worry about 
her Westie biting one. That all 
changed the day Darci took 
a nip at a buzzing chainsaw 
Barbara’s husband was using. 
The chainsaw cut two small 
holes into Darci’s muzzle and 
required five hours of surgery. 
The experience taught Barbara 
not to take anything for granted 
with a determined pet. “If your 
puppy is as inquisitive as mine, 
it just might cost it its nose!” 
Barbara said.

Additional nominees for the 
2010 VPI Hambone Award in-
cluded a boxer that chased and 
caught a moving delivery van 
by biting into one of its tires, a 
standard poodle with a taste 
for dirty diapers, a Jack Rus-
sell terrier that wrestled with a 
predatory lizard while in Aus-
tralia, a Labrador retriever that 
ran tongue first into the pointy-
end of a stick during a game of 
fetch, and a California desert 
tortoise that scalped himself on 
a branch and his own shell. Like 
Ellie, all pets considered for the 
award made full recoveries and 
received insurance reimburse-

And the Winner is Ellie 
Beehive-eating Labrador 

Retriever
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ments for eligible expenses. Full 
stories for all 2010 nominees 
can be found at www.VPIHam-
boneAward.com.
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Great Hunts

At my “young” age  
of 70 I decided I  
would love to hunt 

the elusive Ruffed Grouse just 
one more time since it has been 
over half a century since I last 
hunted them in northwest New 
Jersey.  

For my birthday I decided to 
give me a present.  In February, 
2010 about a month before my 
seventieth birthday, I ordered 
a custom made Ithaca Model 
37 pump in 28 gauge.  Since I 
really don’t consider myself a 
great shotgun shot, I wondered 
if I could really hit anything 
with such a small amount of 
shot.  My thought has always 
been: “throw pounds, forget 
ounces!”  I grew up using a 
Winchester Model 12 in 16 
gauge, which I inherited from 
my great grandfather who I 
am sure, is where the “hunt-
ing genes” came from.  He was 
an avid sportsman indeed.  
Through the intervening years 
I managed to collect a few other 
hunting shotguns running the 
full gauntlet from the pumps, 
autos, over and unders and 
some doubles.  But I wanted 
to return to my “roots” so to 
speak, thus the M37.  When I 
was growing up we had to use 

Now, about the M37.  I 
started out by ordering a grade 
II and upgraded to the grade III 
wood.  Well, I reasoned, how 
about upgrading the engrav-
ing?  Seemed like a good idea, 
so Bill Mains, last of the old 
factory engravers did a great 
job engraving grouse on the left 
side and woodcock on the right; 
heck it doesn’t cost much more 
to go first class?  Then I thought, 
what about that beautiful grade 
III wood, perhaps it should 
have some hand checkering, 
okay, how about the pre-war 
trap pattern?  Oh, perhaps it 
would look best and be easier to 
maintain if I had a hand-rubbed 
oil finish put on it.  You know, 
since this is such a special shot-
gun to me, perhaps it should 
have a special serial number; 
and I have always liked ivory 

shotguns and buck shot for deer 
hunting.  I always lusted for a 
M37 “Deerslayer.”  That was 
not to be; my dad was a carpen-
ter and I was his helper, not a 
lot of extra money there.  Now 
that I’m a bit older I find that 
sometimes it is worth spending 
the money for something that 
you really want.  Notice that I 
didn’t say, “need!”  

One More Time
“A Grouse hunt over half a century later”

BY:Errol D. Severe
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beads!  I decided on a 28” bar-
rel to give a little more weight 
to the muzzle so as to help with 
the follow through.  Well there 
is the complete package.  It 
cost more than twice as much 
as I had first planned.  I am 
very glad to say that Beth, my 
lovely wife of fifty years, actu-
ally agreed with my buying this 
one-of-a-kind shotgun made 
just for me.  The folks at Ithaca 
are great to work with.  They 
will build you most anything 
your little heart desires.  For a 
price that is.

I received my Ithaca 
28ga. about a week before 
the planned hunt.  The 
grade III wood was not 
finished nor checkered so 
I got the gun with grade 
I wood so I could go on 
the hunt, and I planned 
on sending it back for the 
upgrade after the hunt.  
At least  I wouldn’t mess 
up the grade III wood as I 
ventured into the grouse 
condos.

I planned a grouse and 
woodcock hunt with Chad 
Hines of Willow Creek 
Kennels, just north of Little 
Falls, MN back in the spring of 
2010 for a fall hunt.  The grouse 
biologist in MN said I should 
be there to hunt about the 16th 

of October.  So we planned ac-
cordingly.  Beth and I arrived 
in Little Falls on October 15th.  
The next morning we met with 
Chad and several of his mas-
ter class German Shorthairs.  
Chad is a great guide and is 
only 34-years-old, his dogs, are 
wonderful pointers.  I make the 
distinction about his young age 
to our “advanced” years with 
the telling of the march in the 
“jungle.”  We all embarked on 
this great journey about 08:30.  
Chad said that we would be 
driving about an hour to the 

Meadow Brook Wildlife Man-
agement area.  We stopped and 
had breakfast to give us the fuel 
for our “walk about” as the 
Aussies say.  As we were disem-

barking from the pickup, Chad 
said we would walk about four 
to five hours.  Since this was in 
some ways, a reliving of my 
youth I didn’t think too much 
about that.  After all it was fairly 
flat land and had mowed trails.  
We walked and walked and 
walked some more.  We stayed 
on the trails until the dogs 
pointed (you know when they 
do, as they have electronic col-
lars that have a motion detector 
that beeps when they stop on 
point, electronic bird hunting, 
what will they think of next, 

radar guided guns?)  Once 
we heard the “beep” Chad’s 
instructions were to get to 
the dog ASAP.  Right!  Trying 
to fight your way through 
the zillions of aspen, bogs 
(locals call them tussocks) 
wait-a-minute vines, thorns 
etc. is exhausting for anyone, 
let alone an ol’ geezer and 
beautiful wife (she was car-
rying a large 35mm camera, 
what was I thinking!)  Long 
story short, we went waay 
back into the area. Chad 
kept saying: “We need to get 
way back because most folks 
won’t go this far.”  I should 

have gotten the idea by now?  
Finally, Beth suggested that 
perhaps we should start back.  
Chad said: “Just a little further.”  
We trudged on one foot in front 
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of the other, with Chad trying 
to encourage us by saying: “It’s 
not much further, just around 
the next bend...I think.”  Beth 
and I were both praying for the 
strength to get out of there, as 
you couldn’t drive a vehicle in.  I 
began thinking “911, helicopter 
rescue!” Thank God, we finally 
found the “real next bend” and 
the truck.  We all learned that 
at our age, and even younger, 
an eight to ten mile hike in that 
terrain is crazy!  We all, less 
than fondly, remember that as 
the “Basic Training, 
Minnesota style”.  

During the “boot 
camp” day I got to 
shoot at perhaps three 
grouse and one wood-
cock.  I scored 0 on the 
grouse and 1 on the 
woodcock.  I must say 
that was the quickest 
I think I have ever 
moved! The bird was 
dead inside of twen-
ty feet.  Chad said: 
“Wow, you just pulled 
up and shot him!”

By the next morn-
ing I had still not re-
covered enough to 
consider doing i t 
again.  We took that 
day off and met up with Chad 
the following day for a half-day 
hunt.  We hunted on a piece of 
land very close to the kennel.  
It was bird heaven!  During 
that half-day hunt and the fol-
lowing day’s hunt, we put up 
about eighty-five birds, with 
perhaps fifteen percent being 
woodcock, the rest grouse.  Of 
course I didn’t get to shoot at all 

of them, in fact not even most 
of them.  I missed some very 
easy shots; I found out that the 
more tired I became the worse 
I shot.  The grouse seemed to 
be happy at that, and besides, 
according to Gorden Gullion, 
author of The Ruffed Grouse, 
they are able to go from sitting 
still to 70 mph in one second!  
The final score was a grouse 
victory.  I only managed three 
grouse, two woodcock and one 
pheasant.  I think I must have 
fired about twenty rounds of 

3/4oz #7 1/2 shot and a few 
rounds of #6 on the pheasant.  
No one said grouse hunting 
was easy, and the killing wasn’t 
easy either.  There were many 
places where you couldn’t even 
get the gun up to shoot. 

I must say that “Lil’ Biggin” 
as we have since started call-

ing my Ithaca, was as light a 
shotgun as I have ever carried. 
(It’s mighty small but kills like 
a big gun) It only weighs 5 lbs. 
9 oz.  and since I carried it much 
more than I shot it the reduced 
weight was greatly appreciated.  
The folks at Ithaca have done a 
great job with this shotgun.  It 
is not a 20 gauge receiver with a 
28 gauge Barrel.  It is built from 
the ground up as a 28 gauge 
gun. This shotgun is all steel 
and American walnut.  To top 
it off the entire gun is Amer-

ican made!  The 
smoothness of the 
action has to be felt 
to believe.  It is ex-
tremely fast to get 
to your shoulder, 
it handles effort-
lessly.  The bottom 
ejection is a great 
help in the woods; 
it tends to pick up 
much less extrane-
ous material than 
side ejection guns. 
It worked pretty 
good for the almost 
400 rounds of skeet 
that I fired before 
the hunt.  I find it 
must pattern very 
well because I man-
aged to hit a large 

percentage of the clays.  I was 
surprised that such a diminu-
tive gauge would break birds 
as well as it did.  All of my clay 
and real bird shooting was with 
the interchangeable improved 
cylinder choke.  

However, I must admit that 
all was not perfect.  Anytime a 
company makes a new model 



18
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

August/September 2011                                            Now in our Twentieth year                                                          www.Bdarn.com

be it a gun or an automobile, 
there are growing pains.  The 
first problem I encountered 
was hanging up on the second 
round.  At first I thought it was 
due to using hand loads.  Such 
was not the case; it did it on fac-
tory as well.  I hoped this would 
not be much of a problem on 
the hunt.  Unfortunately that 
was not the case.  I had failures 
to feed the second round hap-
pening much to often.  The 
next problem I had was that 
it tried to eject and chamber 
the second round at the same 
time.  It created a jam so bad 
that I had to remove the barrel 
and pull the empty and loaded 
round out by hand.  (Putting a 
new burnished chambered bar-
rel on and adjusting the timing 
corrected this.

After we arrived home we 
went to the Ozarks Shooters 
range north of Branson, MO 
where I shot my first two rounds 
of sporting clays.  I only man-
aged to get 26 out of 50.  Not so 
hot!  I was still having the same 
problems with the gun, with 
one additional.  When I closed 
the action on the forward pump 
stroke, the gun fired with no 
finger input from me.  (Ithaca 
had learned that a part of the 
trigger assembly had to have a 
bend in it, so they replaced the 
entire trigger assembly which 
fixed the problem.)  So by now 
you are probably thinking this 
new model 37 is not as good as 
the “old” ones.  Well here is the 
rest of the story.  I called Zac 
and told him what was going 
on.  He immediately emailed 
me a pre-paid return shipping 

label.  Ithaca stands behind 
their firearms 100%.  I couldn’t 
ask for better service from any 
company on any product.  They 
fixed all the problems.  I now 
have the gun with the grade 
III wood, pre-war trap style 
checkering and it does indeed 
work perfectly, no more hang 
ups, timing problems or any 
other problems.  My friend 
Walt Snyder author of Ithaca 
Featherlight Repeaters...The 
Best Gun Going, received his 
recently and has had no prob-
lems at all.  Mine is also a great 

cell is: 320-360-3603

The Ithaca Gun Company is 
in Upper Sandusky, OH.  Their 
web site is: www.ithacagun.
com.  The phone is:419-294-
4113

I can be reached via our 
website at: www.aviationcadet.
org  Just click on “email me 
your comments.”

looking firearm.  Take a look!  I 
am one happy camper!  

I want to publicly thank 
Ithaca and all the great folks 
working there who helped to 
make my dream a reality.

You can reach Chad Hines 
at Willow Creek Kennels in 
Little Falls, MN.  His web site 
is: www.willowcreekkennels.
net.  The phone number is: 320-
745-2331 for the kennel and his 
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News From The AKC

AKC and AKC/CHF 
Breeders Symposium 
to be held in St. Paul, 

Minnesota
The American Kennel Club 

and the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation will be present-
ing a Canine Breeder’s Health 
and Education Symposium 
on Saturday, November 5th, 
2011 at the University Of Min-
nesota College Of Veterinary 
Medicine, Pomeroy Student 
Learning Building. Experts in 
Genetics, Canine Nutrition, Ca-
nine Reproduction, along with 
the latest advances in Oncology 
will present on these and other 
relevant topics to breeders, 
experienced and novice. Dog 
breeders are invited to meet, 
learn and share ideas with 
some of the most sought after 
researchers and experts in their 
fields.

Have a Doggone 
Good Time at an AKC 

Responsible Dog 
Ownership Day Near 

You
Interested in learning train-

ing and grooming tips from the 
pros? Looking for a new canine 
family member? Or want to 
start competing in AKC events? 
Then be sure to mark “AKC® 
Responsible Dog Ownership 
Days” on your calendar. This 
month-long celebration spon-

 * AKC CAR microchip clin-
ics

 * Therapy dog/service dog 
demonstrations

 * Activities for Juniors

 * Safety around dogs for 
kids programs like The Dog 
Listener

 * Giveaways, face painting, 
food and more!

Listings of all events can 
be found and searched by 
state at http://www.akc.org/
clubs/rdod/events/. The site 
is updated daily to reflect new 
additions. More than 300 local 
events have been entered to 
date, including:

 * 9/10 – Kenilworth Kennel 
Club of Connecticut, Guilford, 
CT - Agility, Frisbee, Utility 
Obedience and dog grooming 
demonstrations; AKC Meet the 
Breeds®, Canine Good Citi-
zen® testing; microchipping 
clinic; vendors; prizes and con-
tests including Best Trick, Best 
Tail Wagger and Best Kisser.

 * 9/10 – Seminole Kennel 
Club, Shawnee, OK – Micro-
chipping clinic; AKC Canine 
Partners information and ap-
plications; Education booth 
on responsible pet ownership 
that addresses care and main-
tenance, legal responsibility 
(city and county codes about 
responsible ownership), local 
animal resources (rescue, class-
es, etc.); displays on pet careers 
and pet activity organizations 
including AKC, FFA, and 4-H; 
Search and Rescue, law enforce-
ment, Canine Companions for 

sored by Motel 6 includes more 
than 500 organizations around 
the country holding free events 
filled with fun and engaging 
activities for every current or 
future dog owner.

AKC Responsible Dog 
Ownership Day events are held 
throughout September. Find an 
event in your area on the AKC 
RDO Day website.

“As dogs are increasingly 
viewed as family members, the 
need for all dog owners to train 
their pets to be good citizens 
and practice responsible dog 
ownership is more crucial than 
ever,” said AKC spokesperson 
Lisa Peterson. “Dog owners 
can attend an AKC Responsible 
Dog Ownership Days event 
not only to try a new dog sport 
activity or pick up training and 
care tips, but also to connect 
with the network of dog lovers 
in their community.”

Each AKC Responsible Dog 
Ownership Day event is unique, 
but many include:

 * AKC Rally®, Obedience 
and Agility demonstrations 
(you can try too!)

 * AKC Meet the Breeds®, 
breeder referral and breed res-
cue information

 * Canine Good Citizen® 
(CGC) – This 10-step test re-
wards dogs with good man-
ners


