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This is a great example of how 
a website should be done. This 
web site prints out to be about 
10 pages for $360 a year or $90/
quarter. We offer websites 
from $160/year. 

This issues featured website

Phillips’ Honeys
“Home of the Best Bred 

Bitches in America”

Phillips’ Honeys
Dr Bobby M Phillips
352 AA Deakins Rd

Jonesborough TN 37659-3436
Phone Number 423-477-7098

e-mail bobandbre@earthlink.net

English Pointers
Background

I am retired and my dogs are my 
main interest. I have hunted Quail, 
Pheasant, Grouse, Woodcock for 
more than 50 years. I also field trial 
and have been seriously involved 
for more than 15 years. I compete 
in walking trials but have dogs that 
have sufficient range for horseback 
trials. My dogs are all broke to 
wing and shot and I expect them 
to handle.

Breeding Philosophy
My philosophy is to select the 

best females based on hunting and 
trialing and breed those females to 
the best stud dogs in the U. S..  The 
females selected are hunted on wild 
birds (grouse, woodcock, quail, 
pheasant) at least 20 days per year 
and compete in at least 15 USCSDA 
walking trials per year.  The females 
are usually not bred before they 
are 4 years of age.  “There are two 
well known blood lines, Elhew and 
Miller, which have produced my 
best bitches. I believe the Elhew 
influence is intelligence, conforma-
tion, and biddability whereas the 
Miller influence is primarily natural 
coursing ability, intelligence and 
stamina. I continue to combine these 
bloodlines using critical selections 
as described above coupled with 

DNA indicators.” I like beautiful, 
classy, fast moving dogs as well as 
anyone but they must be good bird 
dogs as well and know how and 
where to hunt wild birds.  They 
must back and retrieve also.

Champion Bob’s Miller Sue 
continued her outstanding work 
from last trial season. She was 
Runner-up in the USCSDA Amateur 
Invitational Championship and was 
named Champion in the USCSDA 
National Amateur Championship 
while performing under terrible 
rainy, cold conditions. She also won 
one of the Sandland Amateur Clas-
sic trials while her kennel mates, 
Bob’s Elhew Nell and Bob’s Elhew 
Wendy, won two of the remaining 3 
Sandland Classic trials.”

 “Bob’s Elhew Maggie (Elhew Sea-
horse ex Osage Evolution) 29-2-24

Maggie is retired from trialing 
(but not hunting!) and I have a Janu-
ary 2010 litter out of her and Hobbs 
Pete Rose. (see pictures of pups 
below) Maggie is still going strong 
at 11 1⁄2 

“My dogs won 1 Champion-
ship, 1 RU Championship, 3 Clas-
sics, 8 first places, and 10 seconds 
and thirds during the 2009-2010 trial 
season. Champion Bob’s Miller Sue 
was also named the Purina National 
Amateur Shooting Dog of the Year 
for US Complete while also being 
named US Complete South East 
Region Amateur Shooting Dog 
of the year. Bob’s Elhew Nell was 
also named US Complete South 
East Region Runner-up Amateur 
Shooting Dog of the year and did 
it on 3 legs!! I was also named the 
Purina National Amateur Handler 
of the year for US Complete. These 
dogs were hunted only 7 days in 
Wisconsin where they had several 
grouse and woodcock killed over 
their points. Even though I did not 
get to hunt wild quail last season I 
had another GREAT YEAR!!

Dog Performance
My shooting dogs won 2 cham-

pionships, 2 RU championships, 1 
classic and 14 other OSD and ASD 
weekend trial placements.

Ch Bob’s Miller Sue won the 
National AFTCA Amateur Walking 
Shooting Dog Championship and the 
Region 3 AFTCA Amateur Walking 
Shooting Dog Championship. Sue 
was also named the USCSDA South 
East Region OSD of the year.

Wendy also was named the 
Purina Top Dog Amateur Shooting 
Dog of the year for USCSDA and 
was named USCSDA South East 
Region ASD of the year. Josie was 
also named National USCSDA RU 
puppy of the year.
 

4X CH 1XRU CH Bob’s Miller 
Sue (CH Millers White Powder ex 

Bob’s Elhew Josie) 32-0-0
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From The Publisher’s Desk

Welcome to the August/September issue of Bird Dog & Retriever News. Thanks 
to our advertisers for bringing you this issues and readers for sticking with us.

This and the next issue are the big news issues for the year and so this issue is 
about half again larger. So to make room we do not have quite as many articles.

Speaking about articles, a few of you have 
asked if we print articles from new or first time 
writers. I worry more about the quality of the 
article instead of who wrote it.

In this issue I take a look at Bob & Pat Merkel 
of Wrenegade German Shorthairs.   John & Amy 
Dahl gives us some tips on how to work with 
a dog which lacks hunt. Errol Severe takes us 
on a life of a lifetime. And like we said earlier 
we have a ton of news.

That’s about it for now, 
See you in the field and at the shows,

Dennis Guldan
Publisher Bird Dog 
& Retriever News
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Letters From The Field
e-mail  publisher@bird-dog-news.com

Send in your letters and 
photos

Dennis, I work with a local 
rescue group. We sometimes 
have dogs that are hard to 
place. Is there anyway you 
could make space in the maga-
zine to help us out? It would 
be greatly appreciated. Thanks 
Joan G Moline, IL

Joan, first of all thanks for 
doing what you are. You are 
saving a lot of great dogs that 
may not match the new blinds 
or after 10 years won’t work 
with the new kid. We have such 
a throw away society. The dog 
may have had a happy home 
for 10 years and are thrown to 
the wolves. 

Sure we will make space to 
help you out. All I ask is that 
you send us two thing. First a 
picture of the dog and second 
email us the text a bit about the 
dog and who to contact. We’ll 
make sure we make room in 
the next available issue. Thanks 
again,

Dennis Guldan, Publisher 
Bird Dog & Retriever News
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A Return To Their Roots
A talk with Bob & Pat Merkel of Wrenegade kennels

By Dennis Guldan

Many of us aspire to  
things and few of us  
ever get what we 

dream of. Bob & Pat Merkel of 
Wrenegade Kennels aspire to go 
hunting behind some of the finest 
bird dogs in the world and 
they live that dream. Bob & 
Pat Merkel run Wrenegade 
Kennels of Jessup, Iowa one 
of the best known German 
Shorthair Pointer Kennels in 
the world. 

Like most of the top of 
the line kennels that have 
won the National Amateur 
Championship & Open the 
Merkles have been breeding 
Shorthairs seemly forever, 
actually only since 1970. Bob 
Merkels first GSP he owned 
in 1972 won the National 
Amateur Championship. 
But like many of the great 
breeders he was not im-
pressed with what he saw in 
his breed. 

So Bob & Pat got involved 
in the Eastern Iowa German 
Shorthair Club. They got in-
volved at first for the fun tri-
als purely as a way to compete and 
run dogs. They have been involved 
in the club for most of their almost 
40 years in dogs.

But over the past eleven years 
Bob & Pat Merkel has stepped away 
from the club circuit and are return-
ing to their roots… hunting. Bob’s 
biggest complaint about the national 

level breeders is many don’t have 
time to hunt, what their dogs are 
designed to do. Bob has left the Na-
tionals in Kansas drove 1000 miles 
just to make the pheasant opener.

Bob has given back to the sport he 

loves. He has judged all the national 
championships over the years, doing 
that he has seen a lot of quality dogs. 
With Bockvilles Maggy at GSP Nation-
al Gun Dog Championship in 1993 he 
won with 111 shorthairs. Hunting now 
has taken priority over field trials to 
the Merkels. And hunting is a more of 
family event and family is important to 
the Merkels. Their granddaughter Kim 

at age 32 is one of their trainers.

As a seasoned judge Bob thinks 
there are a few things that should be 
changed in the judging arena. First 
he believes all dogs competing in 
events should be DNA’d. Second 
he believes there should be regions 
for judges and judges should never 
judge in their area where they have 
local attachments.

So what has the Wrenegade 
dogs done? When Bob was run-
ning he won or placed 62% of the 
time he ran. With Mad Casino Beci, 
the youngest most natural dog he 
has handled he won 17 of 18 times 
in puppy derby entries and was a 
Field Champion before he was three. 

Their pups have won five na-
tional championships.

Clearly Bob & Pat’s dogs 
are competitive at the highest 
level. So how does one get one 
of these hunting machines? Bob 
& Pat have about four litters a 
year. With a $100 deposit they 
are $500 a piece for pups, $750 
if you want one from national 
champion Bloodlines. But for 
that reasonable price Wren-
egade kennels keep breeding 
rights on certain dogs. They 
typically get one litter out of 
each pup they sell. 

Bob & Pat also sell finished 
dogs. Finished dogs go for 
$5000 to $10,000 finished dogs 
are a lot of work. They get to 
know everyone they sell a fin-
ished dog to so they tailor the 
dog to the owner. 

So if you are looking for a 
national caliber dog from a national 
caliber breeder and trainer give Bob 
& Pat Merkel from Wrenegade ken-
nels a call at 319-827-1933 they are 
good people.

Dennis Guldan hails from 
New Brighton, MN

Meet The Breeder
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What’s New

 DT Systems IDT-PLUS

* Remote Trainer
* Fits Small to Large Dogs
* Up to 1/2 Mile Range
* Expandable to 3 Dogs
* 8 Levels of Nick & Continuous 
Stimulation
* Maxx-Range Internal Collar 
Antenna System
* Waterproof Proof Transmitter 
& Collar

$169.95
800-816-0810

www.dtsystems.com

The DT Systems IDT-Plus Mi-
cro iDT Plus training system is 
lightweight and compact that can 
expand to a 3-dog system featuring 
simple controls and advanced fea-
tures. Easy one hand held transmit-
ter operation allows for maximum 
control and safety. The training col-
lar features 8-levels of both nick and 
continuous stimulation instantly 
selectable at the transmitter and has 
1/2 mile range.

$237
800-572-8822

www.eurekatent.com

Increased strength, weath-
erproofness, and internal 
space are the characteristics 
the new Eureka Timberline 
SQ Outfitter 4 Tent. The 
use of Eureka’s proprietary 
SQ frame, incorporating an 
oversized 13mm ridge pole, 
provides a strong and resil-
ient frame for extended use. 
The SQ frame’s spreader pole 
increases the tent’s internal 
volume by 24% so there is 
more useable space for cots 
and gear. Eureka also im-
proved weatherproofness 
by lengthening the fly and 
extending the ends of the fly 
to create vestibule “wings” 
for added wet weather pro-
tection to the door and win-
dows. An oft overlooked, but 
greatly appreciated feature 
of the SQ frame is the raised 
entry height of the fly eve, 
making it easier to enter and 
exit the tent.

Eureka! Timberline Sq 
Outfitter 4 Tent

$28.95
585-756-5850

www.deadringerhunting.

The Beard / Duck Buster has 
been engineered and manufactured 
as the perfect solution for Water 
Fowl Hunters and Wing Shooters 
alike.

The low profile mounting sys-
tem and small diameter optical 
locating devices have been designed 
for all weather hunting conditions.

This product is made of 100% 
Machined Aluminum and will out 
last the other brands made with 
fragile plastic components. Dead 
Ringer ’s precision components 
have been field tested and will out 
last similar products 500 to 1 guar-
anteed!!!
Product Features Include:
    * Superior Brightness
    * Indestructible T-6 Aluminum 
Construction
    * Windage and Elevation Adjust-
ment
    * Trouble Free Mounting
    * No Maintenance Construction
    * Low Profile
    * Item Number DR4331

Dead Ringer Killer 
Combo
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If you don’t wear sport specific 
socks as you like socks that work 
for all sports and fit in all shoes, the 
Drymax Sport Sock is the sock you 
should to buy.

Moisture is your feet’s worst en-
emy. Moisture causes blisters, discom-
fort, Athlete’s Foot and allows odor 
causing bacteria to flourish. However 
you also know your feet are going to 
get wet, either from sweating, step-
ping in a puddle, running across wet 
grass or getting caught in the rain.

The new Sport Socks were de-
signed with a special Dual Layer 
Moisture Removal System that moves 
moisture off the skin through the in-
ner Drymax layer to the outer absor-
bent layer almost instantly.

Our Sport Socks are a Medium 
Density protective padded sock. We 
use dense padding, as opposed to 
thick padding, as it protects feet with-
out adversely affecting the fit of the 
shoes. Our Sport Socks were designed 
to be used in cool to warm conditions, 
keeping your feet dry, comfortable 
and odor free.

Drymax Sports LLC
Hickory Brands, Inc. 429 27th 
Street NW Hickory, NC 28601

www.drymaxsocks.com

LaCrosse Women’s 
Alphaburly Sport 

Insulated 800G Realtree
You’ll enjoy extra comfort 

and shock absorption plus 100% 
waterproof protection from these 
scent-free boots. 800 grams of 
Thinsulate Ultra insulation and 
thick, cushioning EVA midsoles 
offer interior comfort. Cam-Loc 
buckle and back gusset. Ankle Fit 
and lightweight Alpha design.

The Alphaburly® Sport hunt-
ing boot features insulated, scent-
free, waterproof rubber over 
3.5mm neoprene for comfort and 
protection. Naturally-insulating 
neoprene stretches for a personal-
ized fit and guarantees comfort. 
The boot is fleece lined for com-
fort, warmth and moisture man-
agement, and has an adjustable 
gusset with Cam-Loc™ buckle to 
accommodate varying calf sizes. 
The Sport Chassis™ Outsole and 
EVA midsole cradle the foot for all-
day comfort and provide stability 
on uneven terrain. Camouflage 
pattern styles provide stealth.

$150
800-323-2668 

www.lacrossefootwear.com

$59
866-712-7110

www.insectshield.com

Travelchair Camp Chair 
with Insect Shield

* Insect Shield repellent keeps 
biting bugs away
* Durable steel frame
* Includes cupholder and mesh 
seat that won’t pool water

Travel Chair and Cocoon 
Bunk Sack with Insect Shield: 
Whether camping in the wilder-
ness or sitting on the sidelines of 
your child’s soccer game, you’ll 
want this portable chair as 
your perch. An insect repellent 
embedded in the fabric keeps 
biting bugs from ruining your 
good time (and is also EPA-
registered and appropriate for 
use by children and pregnant 
women). The bunk sack has 
been similarly treated, and can 
be used by itself or as a cover 
for a no-itch night under the 
stars.  Price: $60 (chair): www.
travelchair.com and $30 (bunk 
sack): www.insectshield.com.


