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possess a firearm for hunting or 
to shoot a bear.

    * Backtag changes: For Class 
A bear licensees – your back tag 
is required to be attached to the 
center of your outermost layer of 
clothing above the waist where 
it is clearly visible while hunting 
bear. However, Class A hunters do 
not need to wear their backtags 
when not hunting bear or when 
only placing bait or training dogs 
to track or trail bear. Class B bear 
license holders will no longer be 
required to wear a backtag dur-
ing any activity authorized by his 
license. Class B bear licenses sold 
after July 1 will no longer include 
a backtag. Class B bear backtags 
issued before July 2011 will serve 
as the person’s license and must 
be kept and carried when partici-
pating in any activities requiring 
the license. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Thomas Van Haren, 
law enforcement regulations and 
policy specialist, 608-266-3244 or 
Scott Loomans, wildlife manage-
ment regulations specialist, 608-
267-2452.

Game bird brood 
observations can be 

reported online
Outdoor enthusiasts and hunt-

ers can help the state monitor the 
brood production of a variety of 
game birds including ring-necked 
pheasant, ruffed grouse, turkey, 
bobwhite quail, gray partridge, 
prairie chicken and sharp-tailed 
grouse by reporting brood sight-
ings to the Department of Natural 
Resources via an online survey. 
The 2011 Game Bird Brood sur-
vey period runs June 12 through 
August 20.

“This survey provides the de-

partment with an estimate of game 
bird brood production during the 
summer and is similar to a survey 
run by department personnel,” 
said Brian Dhuey a DNR research 
scientist. “Combined with other 
spring surveys and harvest infor-
mation it can help us determine 
the overall status of game birds in 
the state.”

During the survey period, the 
DNR is asking citizens to report 
the type of bird seen, the county 
it was seen in, and the number of 
hens and chicks observed on the 
online survey form. Observers 
are asked to not include multiple 
observations if the same brood is 
being seen repeatedly.

“Observations can be recorded at 
the end of every day or, for times 
when you do not have access to 
the Internet and would like to 
keep track of your observations, 
a tally sheet (pdf) has been pro-
vided to help record sightings,” 
says Dhuey.

During the summer of 2010, 
citizens reported 950 observations 
of wild turkey, ring-necked pheas-
ant, ruffed grouse, prairie chicken, 
sharp-tailed grouse, gray partridge 
and bobwhite quail broods. The 
most frequently observed game 
bird species were wild turkey (765 
observations) and ruffed grouse 
(117 observations).

Questions about the Game Bird 
Brood Observation survey, access-
ing the tally sheet, reporting your 
observation, or the results of the 
survey, can be referred to Brian 
Dhuey at (608) 221-6342.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Brian Dhuey (608) 
221-6342

New role for sports, 
gun clubs: Find next 

generation of hunters
Contact(s): Keith Warnke, DNR 

Hunting and Shooting Sport Co-
ordinator

DNR shooting sports coordinator 
sets goal of 2,000 new participants 
for 2011

Here’s a thought for Wisconsin 
hunters: Picture your kids’ teach-
ers, your hair stylist, grocery store 
clerk, doctor, or neighbor kid 
enjoying their first hunt. You can 
make it a reality and help preserve 
a Wisconsin tradition, and the 
Department of Natural Resources 
will help.

It’s an exciting time to be in 
sports, rod and gun and conser-
vation clubs. Club members have 
a focused sense of purpose and 
challenge — find the next gen-
eration of hunters. Think about 
recruiting participants from your 
community. Reach beyond the lo-
cal hunter education class to other 
adult friends and their children.

Hunting offers an opportunity to 
meet new people, exercise, connect 
with nature, spend quality time 
with family and friends, and have 
the opportunity to bring home 
high quality food. Let’s share it 
and see if we can introduce hunt-
ing to at least 2,000 new people 
this year. I know a lot of hunters 
who want to help, and I think we 
can do it.

The reality facing hunting in 
Wisconsin and other states is the 
majority of participants are Baby 
Boomer generation, marching 
through middle age into their 
60s with reduced participation 
in the more recent generations. 
The gradual loss of the hunting 
population threatens to reduce the 
relevance of hunting to our strong 
conservation community.


