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be collected through Aug. 4 but 
people are encouraged to submit 
input on zone configurations now. 
Information on the proposed zone 
changes are available on the water-
fowl pages of the DNR website.

Comments on the season or zone 
proposals should be sent to James 
Christopoulos, DNR Bureau of 
Wildlife Management, PO Box 
7921, Madison, WI 53707-7921 or 
by email to: james.christopoulos@
wisconsin.gov

The following meetings on the 
status of waterfowl populations 
and possible season structures 
will be held:

Pre-Flyway Meeting
    * Friday July 8, Portage – 7 p.m. 

at the Comfort Suites, Wisconsin 
Room, N5780 Kinney Rd. (Hwy 
78 South) 

Post-Flyway Meetings
    * Saturday July 30, Stevens 

Point - Public Meeting at 1 p.m. at 
the Ramada Inn, 1501 Northpoint 
Drive. There will be a Conserva-
tion Congress Meeting waterfowl 
committee meeting at 9 a.m. at the 
same location

Public Hearing Locations
    * Monday August 1, La Crosse 

– 7 p.m. at the State Office Bldg, 
Rooms B-19 and B-20, 3550 Mor-
mon Coulee Road

    * Tuesday August 2, Spooner – 
7 p.m. at the Spooner Agricultural 
Research Station, W6646 Hwy 70

    * Wednesday August 3, Apple-
ton – 7 p.m. at the Agricultural 
Services Center, Main conference 
room, 3369 West Brewster St.

    * Thursday August 4, Pewau-
kee - 7 p.m. at the Comfort Suites 
Lake Country, N14 W24121 Tower 
Place

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Kent Van Horn - (608) 
266-8841

Dog training, backtags 
and more changing for 
Wisconsin bear hunters
Several changes in bear hunting, 

dog training laws, takes effect this 
weekend

Changes are coming this week 
for Wisconsin bear hunters under 
legislation signed into law this 
month by Gov. Scott. Walker.

More dog training opportunities 
and a license-free weekend are 
among the changes to take effect 
Saturday, July 2. Bear hunters and 
dog trainers should note the new 
law is not included in the cur-
rent bear hunting rules pamphlet 
printed in December 2010. How-
ever, bear hunters should review 
the changes on the hunting and 
trapping regulations page of the 
DNR website..

The major changes include:
    * Dog training: One big change 

increases the opportunity to train 
dogs to track or to trail bear. The 
statewide bear dog-training peri-
od remains July 1 through August 
31. The new law allows trainers 
to work with their dogs in bear-
hunting zones A, B and D when 
the season is open for hunting bear 
with dogs. This combined train-
ing, hunting period will be from 
September 7 through October 4.

    * License-free weekend: Nor-
mally, a Class B bear license has 
been needed to participate in bear 
dog training or placing bait for 
bear hunting and dog training. 
The new law allows individuals 
to participate in these activities on 
one weekend each year without 
the need for a Class B bear license. 
This free weekend will be the third 
Saturday and following Sunday 
of August each year. This year the 
free weekend will be August 20 
and 21. All participants must still 

comply with all other rules that 
regulate these activities.

    * No license for under 16: Pre-
viously, youth under age 12 could 
participate in activities requiring 
a Class B bear license without the 
need to purchase or hold license. 
This license exemption now in-
cludes those under age 16. The 
activities authorized by a Class 
B bear license have included al-
lowing the license holder to place 
bait for bear, train dogs to track 
or trail bear, and assist a Class A 
bear license holder locate bear for 
the Class A bear license holder to 
harvest.

    * Do more with Class B: The 
Class B bear license authority has 
been expanded to allow the holder 
of the license and anyone age 10-15 
who do not need a Class B bear li-
cense to shoot a bear in one specific 
situation. If a bear has been shot, 
but not killed, by a Class A bear li-
cense holder and the killing of the 
bear is necessary to protect human 
safety, a Class B bear license holder 
may shoot to kill the bear. Both the 
Class A and B license holders must 
be a member of the same hunting 
party and both present at the point 
of kill. A bear license holder must 
ensure the Class A bear license 
holder immediately attach their 
validated bear carcass tag to the 
bear. While youth under age 10 can 
participate in bear dog training 
and bear baiting, and assisting a 
Class A bear license holder locate 
a bear, they may not possess a fire-
arm for hunting or shoot a bear.

    * Mentorship and adult su-
pervision rules apply: Youth ages 
10-11 must obey all the Hunting 
Mentorship Program require-
ments. All youth ages 12-13 and 
ages 14-15 who have not com-
pleted hunter education must be 
within visual and voice contact 
of a parent or adult guardian to 


