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formation on yearly waterfowl 
breeding conditions are used to 
determine the fall hunting season 
structure for Wisconsin, according 
to Van Horn.

“We’ve completed the annual 
Wisconsin Breeding Waterfowl 
Survey, which is very important 
since a large proportion of the 
ducks harvested in Wisconsin are 
raised in Wisconsin,” Van Horn 
said. “The full version of the report 
is available on the waterfowl page 
of the DNR website, under the 
Management Information tab.”

A cooperative survey of Canada 
geese, the Mississippi Valley Pop-
ulation (MVP) Breeding Survey, 
organized by the Ontario Ministry 
of Natural Resources has also been 
completed.

The final piece is the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service breeding 
waterfowl survey for the northern 
United States, Canada and Alaska. 
That information is expected in 
the next few weeks and will form 
the framework for the 2011 fall 
hunting seasons. Only preliminary 
wetland data is available at this 
time.

Ducks
Waterfowl breeding areas in 

parkland and prairie Canada this 
spring had mostly good to excel-
lent conditions, so duck breeding 
is expected to be good overall. 
In some areas, spring flooding 
may have caused problems for 
early nesting ducks but with excel-
lent habitat, successful renesting 
would be expected. Spring habitat 
conditions for the Dakotas and 
Minnesota were also excellent this 
year. In North Dakota, wetlands 
were 128 percent above the long 
term average and breeding duck 
numbers were 85 percent above 
the long term average. In Minne-
sota, wetland numbers hit a record 
high and the total breeding duck 

count was 11 percent above the 
long term average.

In Wisconsin, despite relatively 
average October-May precipita-
tion, flooding early last fall helped 
to alleviate some of the drought 
conditions seen in the north dur-
ing prior years. Wisconsin also 
experienced above average spring 
precipitation statewide. At the 
time of the waterfowl survey in 
early May, wetland conditions in 
Wisconsin were good to average, 
which was in marked contrast to 
a dry 2010. Wetland numbers in 
northern Wisconsin were up from 
2010 and in the southern part of 
the state conditions improved 
from the dry 2010 to wetland num-
bers near the long term average. 
Overall duck breeding conditions 
in Wisconsin for 2011 are good.

The four most abundant ducks 
in Wisconsin’s fall hunting harvest 
are mallards, wood ducks, green-
winged teal, and blue-winged 
teal. Van Horn notes that many of 
the ducks harvested in Wisconsin 
come from birds that breed in Wis-
consin, in contrast to other states in 
the flyway, which rely more heav-
ily on birds raised in the prairies 
or boreal forests of Canada.

“These are population estimates 
– not exact counts – so changes 
of near 20 percent up or down in 
the estimates each year may not 
reflect any real change in the actual 
population,” Van Horn said.

The 2011 total Wisconsin breed-
ing duck population estimate 
of 513,746 is up 33 percent from 
2010 and 17 percent above the 
long term (38 years) average. This 
is good news after a below aver-
age estimate in 2010 and reflects 
a response to improved water 
conditions on the Wisconsin land-
scape.

Conservation dollars and efforts 
of waterfowl hunters over the 

decades have protected and man-
aged wetland and upland habitats 
important to breeding ducks. Pro-
tection of these areas even in dry 
years provides the setting for good 
duck responses when the rainfall 
increases during wet years.

“A continued concern for the 
future of breeding ducks in Wis-
consin is the loss of CRP set-aside 
grasslands as they are converted 
back into row crops,” said Van 
Horn. With the high price of corn 
and reduced enrollment in CRP, 
we continue to experience a loss 
of nesting habitat in Wisconsin 
and elsewhere. While these spring 
breeding duck numbers are en-
couraging, sufficient water for fall 
wetland conditions will be needed 
for good hunting conditions come 
opening day of duck season.”

The 2011 total mallard popula-
tion estimate of 187,862 is slightly 
lower that the 2010 estimate of 
199,107, but remains 3 percent 
above the long-term average 
(38 year). Mallards contribute to 
nearly 40 percent of the overall 
state duck harvest in Wisconsin. 
Overall the breeding population 
of mallards in Wisconsin has lev-
eled off near 200,000 in recent 
years depending on annual wet-
land conditions. For 2011 hunters 
should expect average production 
and fall mallard numbers.

The second most abundant duck 
in the fall harvest is the wood 
duck and breeding wood duck 
populations continue to provide 
an encouraging outlook for ducks 
in Wisconsin. In 2011, the popula-
tion estimate for wood ducks of 
146,471 is 91 percent above the 
long term average. It appears that 
wood ducks responded to im-
proved wetland conditions in two 
key survey regions in northwest 
and southeast Wisconsin.

“These numbers are good news 


