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lion prior to breeding, which is a 
record high and 35 percent above 
the long-term average.

Canada goose breeding condi-
tions in northern Ontario, where 
about 50 percent of the Wisconsin 
harvest originates, were average. 
However, breeding bird counts 
were still relatively low in 2011 
due to several previous years of 
poor production. In Wisconsin the 
resident Canada goose breeding 
population estimate was up 12 
percent at 176,095 geese, so Van 
Horn says hunters can still expect 
an abundant goose population 
this fall.

Seasons to be set by 
Natural Resources Board, 

Aug 10
The Natural Resources Board 

will set the 2011 season structure 
at its Aug. 10 meeting in Spring 
Green. At this time, the federal 
season framework has not been 
announced, but with excellent 
wetland conditions and record 
high continental duck numbers, 
waterfowl hunters will likely be 
seeing a liberal 60-day duck season 
with bag limits similar to 2010. 
The proposed season framework 
should be available on the DNR 
website on August 1.

Comments also sought on duck 
zone change proposals

“2011 is a very important year 
because we will be deciding the 
configuration of new duck hunt-
ing zones that will remain for the 
next five years,” Van Horn says.

There are currently four options 
out for pubic comment: the cur-
rent two zone structure; a three 
zone structure with the Missis-
sippi River as the third zone with 
a split in the season; a three-zone 
structure with Lake Michigan as 
the third zone and a split season 
structure; or four zones without 

season splits. A split means there 
would be two separate hunting 
periods with a break in between.

“We need to hear from duck 
hunters at these meetings as to 
what their preference for duck 
hunting zones and season dates,” 
Van Horn says. “Although the Fish 
and Wildlife Service may delay 
these potential changes until 2012, 
we are continuing to request pub-
lic input on this topic. We expect 
final word from the Service on 
July 29.”

Citizens can attend one of several 
public hearings or submit com-
ments through midnight on Aug. 
4 to James Christopoulos, assistant 
migratory ecologist, PO Box 7921, 
Madison, WI 53707-7921; by phone 
at (608) 261-6458 or email to james.
christopoulos@wisconsin.gov. 
More information can be found on 
the waterfowl in Wisconsin page 
of the DNR website.

Post-Flyway Meetings
    * Saturday July 30, Stevens 

Point - Public Meeting at 1 p.m. at 
the Ramada Inn, 1501 Northpoint 
Drive. There will be a Conserva-
tion Congress Meeting migratory 
committee meeting at 9 a.m. at the 
same location

Public Hearing Locations
    * Monday August 1, La Crosse 

– 7 p.m. at the State Office Bldg, 
Rooms B-19 and B-20, 3550 Mor-
mon Coulee Road

    * Tuesday August 2, Spooner – 
7 p.m. at the Spooner Agricultural 
Research Station, W6646 Hwy 70

    * Wednesday August 3, Apple-
ton – 7 p.m. at the Agricultural 
Services Center, Main conference 
room, 3369 West Brewster St.

    * Thursday August 4, Pewau-
kee - 7 p.m. at the Comfort Suites 
Lake Country, N14 W24121 Tower 

Place
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

CONTACT: Kent Van Horn - (608) 
266-8841 or James Christopoulos 
-(608) 261-6458

Breeding waterfowl 
numbers increase in 
most recent survey

Improved wetland conditions 
trigger response

Above average spring rains have 
improved wetland conditions 
across Wisconsin and could lead 
to better local duck production, 
according to state waterfowl bi-
ologists.

“This is good news after a dry 
2010 in Wisconsin with below av-
erage duck numbers,” said Kent 
Van Horn, Department of Natural 
Resources migratory waterfowl 
biologist. “2011 is shaping up to 
be a better than average year for 
local duck production.

“As migratory birds, ducks will 
often move among regions in 
response to habitat conditions. In 
spring 2011, ducks had abundant 
choices since wetland conditions 
are good to excellent across the 
Great Lakes region as well as the 
primary duck breeding areas of 
the Dakotas and Canada. Conti-
nental duck numbers, due out in 
July, should also be high.”

Variation from year to year in 
wetland conditions and breeding 
ducks is part of the natural cycle 
in the world of wetland wildlife. 
Wetland numbers were relatively 
low in Wisconsin during 2009 and 
2010 while wetland numbers were 
high in the prairies of the United 
States. As a result, breeding duck 
numbers improved from low in 
2010 to above average in 2011.

Annual surveys lead to season 
structure

Three primary sources of in-


