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ies (VDGIF) that there has been 
a change in the dates when sta-
tionary blind licenses can be pur-
chased and posted. The change, 
which went into effect January 1, 
2011, was made to avoid confusion 
and overlap between when ripar-
ian and nonriparian blind licenses 
can be purchased and erected.

The change creates separate time 
periods for the purchase and post-
ing of stationary blind licenses 
based on whether licenses were 
purchased as a riparian owner, as 
a non-riparian owner for a blind 
that had been licensed in the pre-
vious year, or as a non-riparian 
owner for a blind that had not 
been licensed in the previous year. 
The new dates for the purchase 
of stationary blind licenses are as 
listed below:

* Riparian owners, their lessees 
or permittees: May 1 through June 
15; plates with current decal must 
be affixed to a stake or blind by 
June 30.

* Nonriparian license for a sta-
tionary blind in the public waters 
previously licensed the year be-
fore: July 1 through August 15; 
plates with current decal must 
be affixed to a stake or blind by 
August 31.

* Nonriparian license for a sta-
tionary blind in the public waters 
not previously licensed the year 
before: September 1 through Oc-
tober 15; plates with current decal 
must be affixed to a stake or blind 
by November 1.

There has been no change in 
the date that a stationary blind 
must be erected. For all stationary 
blinds, if a stake has been erected 
on the site of a stationary blind, 
such stake must be replaced by a 
blind by November 1 pursuant to 
the provisions of Code of Virginia 
§ 29.1-341. Such stationary blinds 
shall conform to the standards 

prescribed in § 29.1-341.
There have been no other chang-

es to the blind laws or to the time 
period when floating blinds may 
be purchased.

Another major change waterfowl 
hunters will need to be aware of 
is the way blind licenses are pur-
chased. All blind licenses will now 
be available through the VDGIF’s 
point of sale system just as other li-
censes are sold. Hunters no longer 
have to go to the license agent in 
the county where the blind will be 
located. They can go to any license 
agent in the state or purchase the 
blind license via the internet at 
http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/
licenses/.

The same information provided 
to license agents in the past will 
be collected by the license sales 
system this year. This includes the 
county and body of water where 
the blind will be located. Geo-
graphic coordinates are requested 
as they will ensure that blinds are 
within the required distances and 
will help identify blind locations. 
Please report them as latitude and 
longitude in degrees and decimal 
minutes.

A license will be provided at the 
time of sale. Hunters will have 
the option to request that a blind 
plate be sent if they do not have 
one. The blind plate, if requested, 
and a decal for the plate will be 
mailed within three to five busi-
ness days.

Hunters who purchase their blind 
license online will be able to print 
out a PDF copy of their application 
information. The license for their 
blind will be emailed immediately 
after the sale is complete. Again, 
as with purchasing directly from a 
license agent, hunters can request 
new plates online and the plate 
and decal will be mailed within 
three to five business days.

Information on the new dates 
and the purchasing process is post-
ed on the Department’s website 
www.dgif.virginia.gov and will 
be listed in upcoming regulation 
brochures.

VERMONT
Waterfowl Meetings — 

Aug. 9, Whitehall, NY — 
Aug. 10, Burlington, VT
 Public meetings on the status of 

waterfowl populations and water-
fowl hunting seasons for the State 
of Vermont and Lake Champlain 
zone in New York will be held 
Tuesday, August 9, in Whitehall, 
New York, and Wednesday, Au-
gust 10, in Burlington, Vermont. 
The annual meetings are being 
held by the New York State De-
partment of Environmental Con-
servation and Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department.

The August 9 meeting will be 
held at the Skenesburgh Rescue 
Squad building in Whitehall, New 
York. The August 10 meeting will 
be held at the University of Ver-
mont’s Billings Lecture Hall. Both 
meetings will run from 7 p.m. - 9 
p.m. Those attending the Burling-
ton, Vermont meeting should park 
off Colchester Avenue.

Vermont and New York water-
fowl hunters are encouraged to 
attend one of these meetings and 
share their preferences and opin-
ions with other waterfowl hunters 
and Vermont and New York wild-
life personnel.

Under Federal regulations, wa-
terfowl seasons, bag limits, and 
shooting hours in the Lake Cham-
plain Zone must be uniform 
throughout the entire zone. There-
fore, waterfowl seasons in New 
York’s portion of the Lake Cham-
plain Zone must be identical to 
the waterfowl season in Vermont’s 


