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receive payment based on criteria 
like the size of the access area and 
type of access permitted (advance 
reservation required or walk-in 
hunting access). Payment will 
range from 78 cents to $3 per acre. 
Payments for hunting access for 
similar programs average about 
$2 an acre. 

ODFW staff help landowners 
that participate in the program 
by posting signs, installing per-
mit boxes, patrolling properties, 
coordinating hunter reservations, 
and managing all other aspects of 
the hunting access program. The 
state’s Recreational Use Statute 
also provides liability protection 
for participating landowners.

The Oregon Open Fields pro-
gram is administered through 
the ODFW Access and Habitat 
Program and is funded by a grant 
from the US Department of Agri-
culture’s Farm Service Agency.

Increasing hunting was one of 
the recommendations of the Or-
egon Goose Control Task Force, 
which looked at ways to reduce 
goose damage to agriculture.

For more information about 
participating in the Oregon Open 
Fields program, contact ODFW at 
503-947-6317 or visit the Oregon 
Open Fields website.

Contact: Michelle Dennehy (503) 
931-2748

SOUTH DAKOTA
Early Fall Canada 

Goose Hunting Season 
Proposed

South Dakota hunters will be 
heading out on a different open-
ing date for the 2011 if a proposal 
from the Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission passes.

The Commission proposal would 
change the hunting season start 

date from “the Saturday closest to 
September 7” to “the first Saturday 
of September.” In 2011 those sea-
son dates would be Sept. 3-30.

Additional information isÂ on 
the GFP website at http://www.
gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/
default.aspx.

Those who wish to provide writ-
ten comments on the proposal 
may do so until 5 p.m. on Wednes-
day, July 6. Comments may be 
mailed to Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission, 523 E. Capitol Ave., 
Pierre, S.D., 57501, or e-mailed to 
wildinfo@state.sd.us

Each comment must have the 
sender’s full name and address in 
order to be included in the public 
record.

Comments may also be present-
ed in person at the public hearing 
during the GFP Commission meet-
ing, which is scheduled for 2 p.m. 
CDT on Thursday, July 7, at the 
Ramkota in Pierre.

Tennessee
TWRC Establishes 2011-

12 Hunting Seasons
NASHVILLE — The Tennessee 

Wildlife Resources Commission 
has approved the 2011-12 hunting 
seasons during its May meeting 
which concluded Friday (May 20) 
at the Ray Bell Region II Office 
Building.

The commission had received a 
preview of the hunting seasons’ 
proposals from Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency officials dur-
ing its April meeting. Chief Daryl 
Ratajczak and other members of 
the Wildlife and Forestry Division 
staff made presentations at the 
May meeting as well.

A major change includes a con-
tinuous deer gun hunting season 
which will run from the tradi-

tional starting date of the Satur-
day before Thanksgiving through 
Jan. 1. The second deer young 
sportsman hunt will be held the 
Saturday-Sunday following the 
Jan. 1 season-ending date.

Another major change is wild 
hogs are no longer considered a 
big game animal. Wild hogs are 
now classified in the nonprotected 
wildlife proclamation.

Landowners would be given the 
ability to kill wild hogs by means 
not previously allowed. This in-
cludes all legal weapons and live 
trapping with bait outside of big 
game seasons. Wild hogs can only 
be taken at select Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas (WMAs) during other 
scheduled hunts.

Quail and rabbit season will now 
start the first Saturday of Novem-
ber which in 2011 is Nov. 5. Quail 
season will now end on Jan. 31 
in an effort to conserve the quail 
population.

 Rabbit season will have its tra-
ditional season-ending date with 
most other small game the last 
day in February, which in 2012 is 
Feb. 29.

The TWRA had proposed to keep 
the hunting regulations intact for 
the next two years. However, the 
commission during its commit-
tee meeting elected to make the 
regulations valid for the coming 
seasons only and will re-evaluate 
the proposals next spring.

WMA quota permits will 
be reduced from a $20 
refundable fee to a $10 

non-refundable fee.
The fall turkey season has been 

moved from December to October 
and the number of days has been 
increased from 12 to 14. A young 
sportsman bear hunt has been 
established for the bear counties. 


