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ing season according to the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources 
(ODNR), Division of Wildlife.   

The temporary closure of the area 
will result in decades of improved 
wetland management capabilities 
on Magee Marsh and enhanced 
waterfowl hunting opportunities 
in the future. However, complet-
ing the restoration work will re-
quire the drawdown of water from 
the eastern and southern wetland 
units on a temporary basis. This 
project affects 392 acres of coastal 
wetlands on Magee Marsh Wild-
life Area, securing the main water 
supply to 282 acres of hemi-marsh 
and semi-permanent wetlands by 
restoring the structural integrity of 
the main water supply channel le-
vee. Another benefit of the effort is 
the restoration of wetland hydrol-
ogy to three wetlands including a 
60 acre forested wetland and 50 
acres of emergent marsh habitats 
adjacent to the forested wetland.

This project is a cooperative ef-
fort between the Ohio Division 
of Wildlife and Ducks Unlimited, 
and is funded through a Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative Joint 
Venture Habitat Restoration and 
Protection Grant and funds gen-
erated from the sale of the Ohio 
Wetland Habitat Stamp.

Opportunities for sportsmen 
and women will still be available 
during the special teal and early 
Canada goose season in Septem-
ber. A drawing for these seasons 
is scheduled for Saturday, August 
20, 2011 at the Lake Erie Water-
fowler’s Festival.

Daily drawings for waterfowl 
hunting opportunities for the 
remainder of the 2011-2012 water-
fowl hunting season will be held 
when the project is completed, but 
a completion date for this project 
has not been determined.

For information about Ohio’s 

wildlife, visit wildohio.com, find 
the Division of Wildlife on Face-
book, or follow updates on Twit-
ter.

The ODNR ensures a balance 
between wise use and protection 
of our natural resources for the 
benefit of all. Visit the ODNR Web 
site at www.ohiodnr.com.

Oregon
Sage-Grouse Core Area 
Maps for Oregon now 

Available
  The Oregon Department of 

Fish and Wildlife today released 
final Sage-Grouse Core Area maps 
that provide guidance to land use 
planners, land managers and the 
public as to the areas of greatest 
biological importance for persis-
tence of sage-grouse populations 
in the state.  The maps are a prod-
uct of the updated Greater Sage-
Grouse Conservation Assessment 
and Strategy for Oregon adopted 
by the Oregon Fish and Wildlife 
Commission in April 2011.

The Core Area maps, available 
online, define areas that should 
be targeted for conservation ac-
tions or protections when large 
scale disturbances are proposed. 
Core Area maps also provide a 
broad-scale filter to assist plan-
ners, County, State and Federal 
agencies in identifying areas of 
likely high and low resource con-
flicts associated with development 
proposals.

The maps were originally created 
by ODFW biologists in coopera-
tion with other agencies, represen-
tatives of private landowners and 
the Sage-Grouse Conservation 
Planning Team. They were revised 
and vetted in a series of public 
meetings held in each of five Sage 
Grouse Implementation Team 
areas.  There is a Team for each Bu-

reau of Land Management District 
within the current distribution of 
sage-grouse in Oregon as well as 
one in the Baker Resource Area in 
the Vale district.

As a result of the public meetings, 
revisions to the maps included the 
net removal of non-sagebrush hab-
itat of about 5 percent of proposed 
Core Areas and about 13 percent 
of Low Density Areas from sug-
gested conservation focus. 

According to ODFW Sage-grouse 
Coordinator Christian Hagen, the 
Core Area maps still include the 
habitat of more than 90 percent of 
Oregon’s breeding populations 
and 84 percent of occupied leks, 
and the revised maps are more 
accurate in the representation of 
sage-grouse habitat as it occurs 
within Core and Low Density 
Areas.

The Oregon Greater 
Sage-Grouse 
Conservation 

Assessment and Strategy.
ODFW Sage-Grouse Core Ar-

eas.
Greater sage-grouse photos on 

ODFW’s Flickr page.
New program will pay Wil-

lamette Valley landowners with 
goose damage for hunting access

 Willamette Valley landowners 
who have Canada geese using 
their properties can earn some 
additional income by providing 
public hunting access through 
ODFW’s s new Oregon Open 
Fields program.

Funded by a federal grant, the 
program seeks to open 95,000 acres 
of private land in the Willamette 
Valley to public goose hunting 
while reducing goose damage to 
crops.

Landowners that participate will 


