
57
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 $25/Yr 612-868-9169 Cell

Augst/September  2011                         We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                       www.Bdarn.com

with water, and does not necessar-
ily represent the amount of water 
contained in wetlands.

“Water conditions were excep-
tional throughout the state, with 
abundant snow cover and sig-
nificant spring rains filling most 
basins,” Johnson said.

Additionally, reports indicate 
that all of the Prairie Pothole 
Region in the United States and 
Canada (from Iowa to Alberta) 
has excellent water conditions 
this year. “To our knowledge this 
is an unprecedented occurrence, 
at least since surveys have been 
conducted,” Johnson said.

However, nesting cover in North 
Dakota continues to decline. Dur-
ing the survey, Johnson noted 
many large tracts of grassland and 
Conservation Reserve Program 
land that had been converted to 
cropland since last year, or were 
in the process of being plowed. 
“North Dakota currently has 
about 2.6 million acres of CRP, 
which is down about 22 percent 
from 2007,” Johnson added. “Pro-
jections are that nearly 400,000 
acres will be lost in 2011, and an 
additional 1 million acres will be 
lost in 2012-13. The loss of critical 
nesting cover will be disastrous 
for breeding ducks and hunting 
opportunities in the future.”

The July brood survey will pro-
vide a better idea of duck produc-
tion and insight into expectations 
for this fall. Observations to date 
indicate prospects for high pro-
duction across the state due to 
excellent water conditions and 
increased wetland availability for 
brood production.

Increased Limit 
Proposed for Early 

Canada Goose Season
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department is recommending 
a bag limit increase for the early 
Canada goose season. The annual 
small game proclamation, which 
includes early Canada goose 
regulations, will be submitted to 
the governor’s office this week for 
approval.

The proposal includes a daily 
limit of eight and a possession 
limit of 16. In addition, Game and 
Fish is recommending an open-
ing day of Saturday, Aug. 13. In 
previous years, the season opened 
Aug. 15.

Limits and shooting hours for 
the early season are different from 
the regular season. Shooting hours 
during the early season are one-
half hour before sunrise to sunset 
daily.

Normal licensing requirements 
for the regular season, including 
a federal duck stamp, apply to the 
early season. Nonresidents who 
hunt in Benson, Ramsey, Towner, 
Sargent and Richland counties 
during the early season may do 
so without counting against their 
14-day regular season license.

All migratory bird hunters must 
register with the Harvest Informa-
tion Program prior to hunting. 
Hunters who purchase a license 
through the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department website or 
instant licensing telephone num-
ber (800) 406-6409 can easily get 
HIP certified. Otherwise, hunters 
can call (888) 634-4798 and record 
the HIP number on their fishing, 
hunting and furbearer certificate. 
Those who registered to hunt the 
spring light goose season in North 
Dakota do not have to register 

with HIP again, as it is required 
only once per year.

Waterfowl rest areas, closed to 
hunting during the regular season, 
will be open during the early sea-
son. Most land in these rest areas 
is private, so hunters may need 
permission to hunt.

The early hunting season is 
intended to reduce local Canada 
goose numbers. Despite liberal-
ized regulations the past several 
years, with longer seasons, large 
bag limits and expanded shooting 
hours the statewide population 
remains high, with numbers well 
above population goals.

As proposed, the early season 
would end in the Missouri River 
zone Sept. 7, while the rest of the 
state would have an ending date of 
Sept. 15. The Missouri River zone 
closes early to provide additional 
late season hunting opportunities 
by adding these days to the end of 
the regular season.

For additional information and 
regulations, hunters should refer 
to the Game and Fish Department 
website at gf.nd.gov.

Ohio
Magee Marsh Wildlife 
Area Waterfowl Hunt 

Cancelled 
An extensive restoration and 

enhancement project at the Magee 
Marsh Wildlife Area will neces-
sitate cancellation of the area’s 
controlled waterfowl hunt for the 
2011-2012.

Hunting opportunities resume at 
completion of construction

An extensive restoration and 
enhancement project at the Magee 
Marsh Wildlife Area will neces-
sitate cancellation of the area’s 
controlled waterfowl hunt for 
the 2011-2012 waterfowl hunt-


