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dates are linked below. Although 
these regulation selections are 
expected to be approved by the 
Service, they will not be formally 
finalized through the Federal Reg-
ister process until the conclusion 
of the public comment period in 
September. The 2011-12 Migratory 
Bird Regulations will be available 
on the Division’s web site by late 
August and paper copies will be 
available at Division offices, li-
cense agents and sporting goods 
stores throughout the state in 
September

New York
DEC Announces 
Tentative 2011-12 

Migratory Game Bird 
Hunting Seasons

Early Announcement Will Help 
Hunters Plan Trips

New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) Commissioner Joe Martens 
today announced the tentative 
schedule for many of New York’s 
2011-2012 migratory game bird 
seasons, allowing sportsmen and 
sportswomen to plan outdoor 
activities well in advance. Tenta-
tive season dates for ducks, geese, 
woodcock, snipe and rails can now 
be found on the DEC website.

“Each year, DEC announces the 
tentative schedule to help give 
hunters an opportunity to begin 
planning their trips for a safe and 
successful season,” Commissioner 
Martens said. “We remind hunters 
to check the final dates, usually is-
sued in late summer, before going 
afield.”

The final season dates, bag limits 
and other regulations for 2011-
2012 migratory game bird hunt-
ing seasons in New York will be 
posted on DEC’s website and 

announced by a statewide news 
release, once they are approved by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Hunters should confirm the final 
season dates before going afield.

The tentative season dates were 
developed by a team of DEC staff 
representing all regions of New 
York State, taking into consider-
ation anticipated federal regula-
tions for the coming year and 
recommendations from Waterfowl 
Hunter Task Forces established by 
DEC for each hunting zone. DEC 
has used a task force approach 
since 1997, and it has been very 
helpful for setting seasons where 
hunter preferences are diverse. 
For more information about the 
Waterfowl Hunter Task Forces, 
visit the DEC website.

Tentative dates for the Lake 
Champlain Zone will be deter-
mined by the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Board following public 
meetings likely to be held in Au-
gust in Whitehall, NY and Burl-
ington, Vermont. DEC encourages 
New York waterfowl hunters who 
frequent the Champlain Zone to 
attend one of these meetings; de-
tails will be announced later this 
summer. Comments and sugges-
tions about the Lake Champlain 
Zone may also be submitted to any 
DEC season-setting team member 
or by e-mail to wfseason@gw.dec.
state.ny.us.

DEC also announced a minor 
change to the boundaries of two of 
New York’s five waterfowl hunt-
ing zones. A portion of the bound-
ary line between the Northeastern 
Zone and Southeastern Zone will 
be modified from Saratoga Springs 
through Washington County to 
the Vermont State Line to allow 
season dates to better reflect hunt-
ing conditions typically found in 
that area. Descriptions of New 
York’s waterfowl hunting zones 

can be found on the DEC website 
and are listed in DEC’s Waterfowl 
Hunting Seasons and Regulations 
brochure.

Copies of the 2011-2012 migra-
tory game bird hunting regula-
tions brochure will be available on 
the DEC website in late August, 
and by mid-September wherever 
hunting licenses are sold.

For more information about 
hunting waterfowl or other migra-
tory game birds in New York, visit 
the DEC website.

North Carolina
Migratory Game Bird 

Seasons Set
The N.C. Wildlife Resources 

Commission has approved the 
season dates for dove and other 
webless migratory game birds, 
as well as September seasons for 
Canada geese and teal.

Each year, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service provides frame-
works from which to choose the 
seasons and the Commission se-
lects the actual dates within these 
guidelines. The Commission al-
lowed public input on the seasons 
throughout June on its website, 
www.ncwildlife.org.

The 2011–12 seasons for webless 
migratory game birds and water-
fowl early seasons are as follows:

2011-2012 SEASONS, BAG LIM-
ITS AND SHOOTING HOURS1 
FOR WEBLESS MIGRATORY 
GAME BIRDS AND WATER-
FOWL SEASONS BEGINNING 
PRIOR TO OCTOBER 1

SPECIES O P E N  D AT E s  
DAILY BAG POSSESSION

Dove 2,3,4 Sept. 3 – Oct. 8 & 
Nov. 21 - Nov. 26 & Dec.  17 - 
Jan. 13 15 30


