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Missouri
Conservation 

Commission sets dove 
and other early migratory 

bird seasons
Missouri hunters who pursue 

doves, teal and other early-mi-
grating birds will find this year’s 
seasons for those species pretty 
much the same as last year.

At its meeting in West Plains 
May 27, the Missouri Conserva-
tion Commission approved the 
following early migratory bird 
seasons:

• Sora and Virginia rails: Sept. 1 
through Nov. 9 (70 days), limits 25 
daily and 25 in possession. (Com-
bined total for both species.)

• Wilson’s (common) snipe: Sept. 
1 through Dec. 16 (107 days) limits 
8 daily and 16 in possession.

• American woodcock: Oct. 15 
through Nov. 28 (45 days), limits 
3 daily and 6 in possession.

• Mourning doves, Eurasian 
collared doves and white-winged 
doves: Sept. 1 through Nov. 9 (70 
days), limits 15 daily and 30 in 
possession. (Combined total for 
all three species.)

• Blue-winged teal, green-
winged teal and cinnamon teal: 
Sept. 10-25 (16 days); limits 4 daily 
and 8 in possession. (Combined 
total for all three species.)

Additional details about early 
migratory bird hunting regula-
tions will be published in the 2011 
Migratory Bird Hunting Digest. 
The publication will be available 
from hunting permit vendors later 
this summer and online at www.
mdc.mo.gov.

Find a Public Dove 
Hunting Area Near You
Dove-hunting season opens 

September 1 and runs through 
November 9, with a limit of 15 
doves daily and 30 in possession. 
Finding a place to hunt doves is a 
breeze. The Conservation Depart-
ment plants sunflowers, wheat, 
millet and other crops on dozens 
of conservation areas statewide to 
provide food for doves and other 
wildlife. Doves swarm those fields 
when the crops ripen, creating ex-
cellent hunting opportunities. To 
make managed dove fields easy 
to find, locater maps are available 
at www.MissouriConservation.
org/18183. You can sort the list 
by area name, by county or by 
region.

Knowing that an area has man-
aged dove fields does not guar-
antee good hunting. Even in the 
best years, crops grow better on 
some areas than others. Excessive 
rainfall can delay crop planting 
on some, and crops planted late 
may not be ready for birds by 
September 1.

The shooting can be fast and the 
mood festive at managed dove 
fields on opening day. Keep safety 
foremost in mind when hunting 
fields with numbers of other hunt-
ers. Wise hunters space themselves 
at safe intervals and take positions 
that avoid interfering with one 
another or shooting in others’ 
direction. Do not shoot at birds 
lower than 45 degrees above the 
horizon, and let other hunters 
know if you have a dog that will 
be retrieving birds. Politely call 
attention to safety issues the first 
time they arise. Most hunters want 
to be safe, but novices might need 
some friendly coaching about 
what is appropriate in a crowded 
dove field.

Hunters are asked to report 
any doves they shoot that have 
leg bands. This can be done by 
calling 800-327-2263 or online at 
www.reportband.gov. Regardless 
of the reporting method, hunters 
provide the band number, and 
where and when the bird was 
killed. Full details of dove hunting 
regulations are found in the 2010 
Migratory Bird Hunting Digest, 
available wherever hunting per-
mits are sold.

Waterfowl Reservations
Hunters who plan to apply for 

reservations at Conservation 
Department managed wetland 
areas should remember that res-
ervations for three areas will go 
through a new system this year.

You can apply for reservations 
at 12 wetland areas from Sept. 
1 through 18 at www.Missouri-
Conservation.org/7559. However, 
at Eagle Bluffs, Grand Pass and 
Otter Slough conservation areas, 
the Conservation Department is 
testing a new reservation system 
called Quick Draw. A Quick Draw 
on Monday of each week will 
assign hunting slots for the fol-
lowing Friday through Monday. 
A Quick Draw each Thursday 
will assign slots for the following 
Tuesday through Thursday.

The traditional system assigns 
reservations months in advance. 
Quick Draw allows hunters to take 
weather and other conditions into 
account when deciding when and 
where to apply. It also is designed 
to reduce the number of hunters 
turned away from wetland areas 
each morning and get hunters to 
their spots more quickly.

Neither Quick Draw nor the 
traditional system allow nonresi-
dents to apply for reservations. 
However, resident hunters who 
draw reservations can include 


