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checked for white nose syndrome, 
a fungus that is easily seen on the 
non-fur parts.”

    Later in the summer, staff and 
volunteers take part in an activity 
level survey, which is important 
to bat population monitoring. “In 
June and July we drive 30-mile 
routes in the country, recording 
ultrasonic noises made by bats,” 
Slack explained.

    Outside funding and volun-
teers help power non-game popu-
lation monitoring.

    “We often rely on outside 
matches (to help fund surveys) 
and time donated from volunteers 
or non-governmental sources,” 
said Sunni Carr, non-game pro-
gram coordinator for Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife.

    Many of the deer surveys 
conducted by Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife biologists focus on deer 
population status. They evaluate 
deer age and growth, body condi-
tion and range evaluation. They 
also monitor issues related to herd 
size, health and their impact on 
habitat.

    “A vast majority of survey 
information can’t stand on its 
own,” said Tina Brunjes, the de-
partment’s deer and elk program 
coordinator. “You need multiple 
years or sampling periods to make 
definitive statements about a 
population.”

    It’s the biologist’s job to put the 
survey data in context.

    “You just can’t go out one night 
and count the bucks, does and 
fawns during a spotlight survey 
and say that’s how many deer are 
in a given area,” said Brunjes.

    Biologists who work with mi-
gratory birds are involved in about 
a dozen annual surveys, includ-
ing some that require mandatory 
input from hunters.

    “For continued participation 
in the conservation snow goose 
season, hunters must fill out a sur-
vey,” said Rocky Pritchert, migra-
tory bird program coordinator for 
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife. “That 
helps us monitor harvest and keep 
up with strategies they are using 
to hunt the birds.”

    Another example of a manda-
tory survey is the Hunter Informa-
tion Program (HIP), in which mi-
gratory bird hunters must answer 
a few questions when they buy 
their license. A small percentage of 
these hunters are asked to partici-
pate in a more lengthy post-season 
survey.

    “It’s a species specific sample 
for either waterfowl, doves or 
woodcock,” said Pritchert. “The 
data gives biologists a clear picture 
of hunter success, and the level of 
participation (hours spent afield), 
what they’re seeing, and how 
many birds they’re taking.”

    Wood duck brood counts are 
a measure of reproductive success 
on a particular stream, offering bi-
ologists valuable population trend 
data. “Just as our aerial census 
(conducted periodically through-
out the late fall and winter) is not a 
complete count of ducks and geese 
in Kentucky,” said Pritchert, “It’s a 
snapshot of a point in time of how 
many birds are on a particular site 
at a particular time.”

    This differs from the spring 
goose survey, which Pritchert said 
is a true population estimate of 
resident geese conducted for the 
past 15 years.

    Another example of a long run-
ning migratory bird survey is the 
banding of wood ducks and resi-
dent Canada geese. “Our target 
is to band 1,000 geese and about 
2,000 wood ducks each year,” said 
Pritchert. “Band recovery provides 
us with data on annual survival 

and hunter harvest rates.”
    Wildlife surveys help biologists 

manage both game and non-game 
species to their fullest potential. 
This information helps improve 
the quality of life for all Kentuck-
ians.

Louisiana
L.W.F.C. Approves 

Duck Hunting Zones, 
Seeks Public Comment 
on Dates For 2011-2012 

Seasons
The Louisiana Wildlife and Fish-

eries Commission (LWFC) moved 
to maintain the two zones with 
split season arrangement for the 
2011-2012 duck season at their July 
7 meeting.

Although expanded zones and 
splits options are being consid-
ered, those options have not yet 
been approved by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  
The commission action provides 
hunters with a familiar framework 
that has been used for 30 years 
for the upcoming waterfowl sea-
son.  The Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) 
will continue to explore expanded 
options for the 2012-2015 seasons 
as the USFWS will allow changes 
to be made next year.   

The proposed duck season dates 
for 2011-2012 are as follows:

West Zone: Nov. 12 – Dec. 4, and 
Dec. 17 – Jan. 22.  (Youth Hunt 
Dec. 10-11) 

East Zone: Nov. 19 – 27, and 
Dec. 10 – Jan. 29.   (Youth Hunt 
Dec. 3-4)

Changes from last year in these 
proposed season dates include 
moving the Youth Hunt from the 
weekend before opening day to 
the weekend during the split, 
fewer hunting days in November 
but more in December for the East 


