
47
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 $25/Yr 612-868-9169 Cell

Augst/September  2011                         We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                       www.Bdarn.com

PHEASANTS FOREVER 
ADDS TWO FARM 

BILL WILDLIFE 
BIOLOGISTS FOR 

KANSAS
Biologists will help improve 

pheasant, quail, and lesser prairie 
chicken habitat

 Pheasants Forever (PF) and Quail 
Forever (QF) have announced the 
addition of two new Farm Bill 
wildlife biologist positions in 
Kansas. Kirby Calhoun will cover 
Dickinson, Clay, Ottawa, and near-
by counties, while Mark Witecha 
will cover Ness, Lane, Hodgeman, 
and nearby counties. The positions 
were created in partnership with 
the Kansas division of the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) and the Kansas Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Parks.

PF’s Farm Bill biologists provide-
on-the ground technical assistance 
to farmers who implement federal 
Farm Bill conservation programs, 
such as the Environmental Qual-
ity Incentives Program and the 
Conservation Reserve Program. 
They also assist farmers with 
various programs and practices 
recommended by PF and partner 
organizations.

“I am really excited about the 
additions to the growing Kansas 
Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever team,” said Steve Riley, 
PF and QU Farm Bill wildlife bi-
ologist manager. “They come with 
some great experience, and both 
are just finishing up their master’s 
degrees. They will definitely help 
us achieve our habitat goals.”

Calhoun will complete his mas-
ter’s degree in wildlife manage-
ment from Texas A&M University 
this year. Previous to this, Calhoun 

spent 2010 working for the U.S. 
Forest Service as a wildlife biolo-
gist. He has four years of military 
experience and is a decorated 
Army veteran. Calhoun will work 
out of the NRCS Center in Abilene 
and can be reached at 785-263-
1351.

Witecha previously interned 
at the Aldo Leopold Foundation 
near his home in southcentral 
Wisconsin. He will join Pheasants 
Forever in early June after finish-
ing his master’s of science degree 
at Texas A&M, Kingsville, where 
he has been studying the effects 
of wildfire and drought on the 
abundance, movement, and spe-
cies richness of small mammals. 
Witecha will be based out of the 
Ness City Service Center and can 
be reached at 785-263-1351.

Kentucky
Surveys Help Biologists 

Monitor And Manage 
Wildlife Populations

 Wildlife surveys have a simple 
goal – to gather information.

    “They help biologists monitor 
non-game species, and effectively 
manage populations of the animals 
we hunt,” said David McChesney, 
federal aid program coordinator 
for the wildlife division of the 
Kentucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources. “This ensures 
the overall well-being and respon-
sible stewardship of Kentucky’s 
wildlife.”

    Revenues from license sales 
along with federal matching funds 
pay for a lion’s share of the costs 
related to conducting wildlife 
surveys.

    In 1937, Congress passed the 
Federal Aid In Wildlife Restora-
tion Act, commonly referred to as 
the Pittman-Robertson Act. This 

law established a pool of funds 
raised from a federal excise tax 
on the sale of firearms and am-
munition (archery equipment was 
added in 1972). The funds are then 
allocated to state fish and wild-
life agencies to assist them with 
wildlife research, restoration and 
management.

    “Hunters and shooters are 
willing to pay more for their 
equipment, with the understand-
ing they are benefiting scientific 
decision-making and conserva-
tion, and increasing recreational 
opportunities,” said McChesney.

    Kentucky Fish and Wildlife 
biologists spend tens of thousands 
of hours in the field each year col-
lecting data for over 70 wildlife 
surveys. Biologists collect data 
on game and non-game species, 
including: deer, elk, furbearers, 
threatened and endangered spe-
cies, black bears, migratory birds, 
upland game, raptors, reptiles, 
amphibians and wild turkeys.

    Surveys conducted by biolo-
gists cover the full range of issues 
critical to species monitoring and 
management. The surveys include 
population counts, food avail-
ability, habitat evaluation, wildlife 
condition (health), parasite infes-
tations, population densities, nest-
ing, reproductive success, DNA, 
mortality factors (including hunter 
harvest) and wildlife damage to 
property and agricultural crops.

    Sometimes, annual surveys 
include surveillance of disease 
outbreaks such as white nose 
syndrome. This disease surfaced 
in Kentucky this year and can be 
deadly to bats.

    “In the winter, we check about 
100 caves to inventory three en-
dangered species of bats, said 
Brooke Slack, bat biologist for 
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife.

“While we were there, we 


