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partment of Natural Resources.
Bogenschutz said hunters spent 

an average of nearly seven days 
hunting pheasants and averaged 
harvesting four birds. Hunter suc-
cess was highest through the first 
two weekends of the season, which 
was also the peak of participation, 
but hunters who went out later in 
the year had little competition for 
places and birds to hunt.

Iowa also remains a destination 
for pheasant hunters, hosting 
hunters from 41 different states, 
with most coming from Minne-
sota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois 
and Missouri.

“We do have some good places 
to hunt pheasants around the 
state. What we really need is less 
snow and warm, dry springs,” 
Bogenschutz said. “I can’t empha-
size enough the need for habitat. 
Pheasants have a better chance of 
surviving the snowfall and spring 
rain if they have good habitat near 
food sources. We can’t control 
the weather, but if we can keep 
secure habitats on the landscape 
we can provide the birds a place 
to escape.”

900 Kids Take Part in 
State Trapshooting 

Championship
 Part state finals…part county 

fair. Up and down the nearly mile-
long competition line at the state 
trapshooting finals, five-person 
squads from dozens of Iowa high 
schools were vying for scholar-
ships, trophies, bragging rights…
and that inner competition with 
themselves.

The season ending Scholastic 
Clay Target Program (SCTP) and 
Iowa High School State trapshoot-
ing championship brought 900 
individual shooters to the Cedar 
Falls course; most competing 

June 3 for the SCTP competition 
and more coming in for the June 
4 high school trap finals. The 
weekend capped a season with 
150 trap league meets conducted 
through April and May, in which 
545,000 shots were fired. Practice 
rounds accounted for many more 
than that.

“We had twice a week practices; 
and 13 competitions,” recalls Ben 
Weber from Iowa City West’s 
squad. And there is the pre-season, 
too. Teammate Bryce Haines fig-
ures he went through 2,500 rounds 
by the middle of March.

The competition has a state tour-
nament feel, with vendors selling 
tenderloins, deep fried chips, ice 
cream and soft drinks. Between 
rounds, spectators and shooters 
relax in lawn chairs around pic-
nic coolers, as they jockey for the 
narrow strip of shade from trees 
stretching along the course.

But when the competitors step 
the line; it’s down to business. 
During the first day, stiff winds 
concerned most.

“With the direction of the wind, 
the birds come out low. You have 
to keep your gun low; not over-
shoot them,” notes Weber.

“Break 25? (in a row). It’s a 
mental game. It’s all about com-
posure,” offers Haines. “Miss one? 
You can’t worry about it.”

Haines finished third in the all 
state boys standings with a 292 
(out of 300 targets). Good friend 
and former teammate Skylar Rath, 
from Solon, grabbed top honors, 
with 294.

Former teammate? This is So-
lon’s first year as a team. For the 
couple years before that, their 
shooters were blended into the 
West squad.

“We owe West a big ‘thanks’ 
for that,” says Solon coach Scott 

Rath.
Most teams are clubs; relying on 

sponsor support for equipment 
and travel. The season includes 
head to head and ‘electronic’ 
competition, in which schools 
send in their scores to be posted 
to the DNR website. The sporting 
clays and skeet championships 
were held a couple weeks ago near 
Waukee. The year-ending trap-
shooting activities-the SCTP and 
trap-were wrapped up in Cedar 
Falls. Year end awards included 
team and individual finishes; with 
boys and girls all state squads as 
well. The DNR-hosted Iowa Cup 
trophy combines scores from the 
various competitions. Charles 
City, Maquoketa and Northwood-
Kensett went 1-2-3. Solon was 
fourth, with West fifth among the 
42 high schools in that competi-
tion.

A complete listing of individual 
and team finishes, in the vari-
ous categories (Iowa Cup, SCTP 
and trap) is posted on the SCTP 
Shooting Sports Events & Results 
page.

Future Olympians?
The state shoot serves several 

purposes. One day serves as ‘the’ 
state trapshooting championship. 
The other helps build the founda-
tion for national and international 
competition.

“Through the Scholastic Clay 
Target Program, the USA’s top 
instructors get a look at the top 
talent coming up,” explains Guy 
Thomas, who just returned with 
Iowa kids, invited to the Olympic 
Training Center in Colorado.

“Iowa had a pretty good show-
ing; five of the 60 invitees. That in-
cluded the only one (Ryan Smith-
hart of Oskaloosa) invited for both 
trap and skeet,” Thomas said.

“They get top level instruction. 


