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New Iowa Hunting 
Access Program 

Accepting Landowner 
Inquiries

Iowa hunters spoke loudly about 
the lack of hunting opportunities 
when the Iowa DNR hosted open 
houses across the state last fall to 
discuss the fish and wildlife trust 
fund.

“Frankly, we were not at all sur-
prised to hear that,” said Kelly 
Smith, private lands program 
coordinator for the Iowa DNR. 
“We are 49th in the nation in the 
amount of public land available 
for hunting. Hunting access on 
private land is a concern and it 
grows each year.”

Increasing hunter access has 
been a focal point within the DNR 
and in an effort to address that 
need, the Wildlife Bureau was 
awarded a three year, $1.5 million 
grant from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture to provide funding to 
landowners who voluntarily sign 
up to install wildlife habitat on 
their land in exchange for allowing 
hunters access to that habitat.

“We are excited to see how this 
pilot project will be received from 
our landowners,” Smith said.

The program works like this. A 
landowner who is interested in 
installing wildlife habitat or im-
proving existing habitat contacts 
the DNR, who will come out to 
visit the property and together 
they write a habitat plan that is 
submitted for consideration. If 
accepted, the DNR will provide 
an incentive payment in exchange 
for the landowner installing the 
habitat. Agreements last from a 
minimum of three years to a maxi-
mum of 10 years.

The agreement says hunters may 
have access to the portion of the 
property covered by the agree-

ment, which will be treated like a 
public wildlife management area 
and open to hunting from Sept. 
1 to May 31. DNR law enforce-
ment will provide assistance and 
enforcement if needed.

“Some landowners expressed 
concerns that if they choose to 
participate, they would be held 
liable for hunting accidents or for 
the people who come on to their 
property, but landowners are 
specifically covered by Iowa law 
for limited liability pertaining to 
incidents or accidents by hunters 
on their property,” Smith said.

“We believe this program is good 
for natural resources by creating 
more wildlife habitat and good 
for hunters by working to increase 
hunter access to private land,” 
Smith said.

The pilot program will last for 
three years. Landowner participa-
tion is completely voluntary.

Primary Spring Pheasant 
Nesting Season 
Wrapping Up

 The first predictor of Iowa’s fall 
pheasant population is in and the 
data suggests that one or two re-
gions may see a slight increase in 
bird numbers.

“The nesting forecast offers 
a glimpse into how successful 
pheasant nesting will likely be 
based on weather data but the 
most reliable indicator for pheas-
ant numbers is the roadside counts 
we do in August,” said Todd Bo-
genschutz, upland wildlife biolo-
gist for the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources.

“We are through the primary 
nesting season for pheasants and 
any pheasants that had their nest 
wash out or were otherwise unsuc-
cessful will continue to try to nest 

for the next few weeks so there is 
still an opportunity for an increase 
in bird numbers,” he said.

Statewide Iowa averaged nearly 
38 inches of snow, which is more 
than 12 inches above the 1961-90 
average. The state averaged an 
extra 1.6 inches of rain and was 
1.3 degrees cooler than the average 
during the nesting season.

“The areas that had cover for 
the birds to escape the snow and 
rain will have better bird numbers 
come this fall,” he said. “I expect 
we will have good hunting oppor-
tunities in the northwest portion of 
the state. There will likely be good 
hunting opportunities in north 
central and west central regions 
as well.

“The primary factors come down 
to weather, good quality habitat 
near food.”

Results from the August road-
side counts will be posted on the 
DNR’s website around Sept. 1. 
Iowa’s pheasant season opens 
October 29, and runs through Jan. 
10, 2012.

Iowa’s Pheasant Harvest 
Dips Below 240,000

The four year trend of above 
average snowfall and cool, wet 
springs and shrinking habitat to 
escape those conditions continues 
to take its toll on Iowa pheasants 
and quail. Results from the 2010-
11 survey of small game hunters 
determined an estimated 238,000 
pheasants and 11,600 quail were 
harvested in Iowa - both establish-
ing new records.

“Based on our roadside surveys, 
our bird numbers were down 30 
percent from 2009 so we expected 
to see a lower harvest and fewer 
small game hunters and we did,” 
said Todd Bogenschutz, upland 
wildlife biologist for the Iowa De-


