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southwest on the Modoc Ferry 
route across the Mississippi River 
to the Missouri border. 

South Zone:  (new zone) That 
portion of the state south and east 
of a line extending west from the 
Indiana border along Interstate 
70, south along U.S. Highway 45, 
to Illinois Route 13,  west along 
Illinois Route 13 to Illinois Route 
127, south along Illinois Route 
127 to State Forest Road (1025 N), 
west along State Forest Road to 
Illinois Route 3, north along Illi-
nois Route 3 to the south bank of 
the Big Muddy River, west along 
the south bank of the Big Muddy 
River to the Mississippi River, 
west across the Mississippi River 
to the Missouri border.

South Central Zone: (new zone) 
The remainder of the state be-
tween the south border of the 
Central Zone and the north border 
of the South Zone.

The proposed waterfowl zone 
maps are available on the IDNR 
website at http://www.dnr.il-
linois.gov/hunting/waterfowl/
Pages/MapsProposedWaterfowl-
ZoneLines.aspx

Original proposal information 
can be found at http://www.
dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/water-
fowl/Pages/ProposedIllinois-
DuckZoneLinesAndSeasonDates-
forNextFiveYears.aspx 

Iowa
Iowa Hunting Seasons 

Set
The jackrabbit season has been 

closed.  Waterfowl seasons will 
be set during the Aug. 11 meeting 
of the DNR’s Natural Resource 
Commission. The following Iowa 
hunting seasons have been ap-
proved.

Mourning Dove (including Eur-

asian Collared Dove), Sept. 1-Nov. 
9

Cottontail Rabbit, Sept. 3-Feb. 
28, 2012

Squirrel (fox and gray), Sept. 
3-Jan. 31, 2012

Ruffed Grouse, Oct. 1-Jan. 31, 
2012

Pigeon, Oct. 1-March 31, 2012
Gray Partridge, Oct. 8-Jan. 31, 

2012
Crow, Oct. 15-Nov. 30 and Jan. 

14-March 31, 2012
Youth Rooster Pheasant, Oct. 

22-23
Rooster Pheasant, Oct. 29-Jan. 

10, 2012
Bobwhite Quail, Oct. 29-Jan. 31, 

2012
Raccoon and Opossum, Nov. 

5-Jan.31, 2012
Fox (red and gray), Nov. 5-Jan. 

31, 2012
Bobcat, Nov. 5 until the quota 

of 350 fills [includes total from 
trapping]

Turkey Archery-only, Oct. 1-Dec. 
2 and Dec. 19-Jan. 10, 2012

Turkey Gun/Bow, Oct. 10-Dec. 
2

Groundhog, continuous open 
season

Coyote, continuous open sea-
son

Annual Upland Game Survey 
Begins August 1

Posted: 07/12/2011
The Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources annual survey of up-
land game populations begins on 
Aug. 1, with state biologists and 
conservation officers driving more 
than 200, 30-mile roadside routes 
statewide.

“The August Roadside Survey is 
the DNR’s main tool for determin-
ing whether our fall populations 

will be up or down from the previ-
ous year,” says Todd Bogenschutz, 
Upland Wildlife Research Biolo-
gist for the DNR.  

Routes start at sunrise on morn-
ings with heavy dew and are 
driven primarily on gravel roads 
because of lower traffic volume.  A 
heavy dew causes hen pheasants 
to move their broods to the gravel 
roadsides to dry off before feeding, 
allowing them to be counted eas-
ily.  Routes are run over the same 
roads each year from August 1 to 
15 so the information is compa-
rable with previous years. 

This survey is the best indicator 
of what hunters will find when 
they take to the field this fall, said 
Bogenschutz.  “Historically, when 
the roadside counts are compared 
to the small game harvest figures, 
they parallel each other nicely,” 
he said.

However, since the survey de-
pends on heavy dew for consistent 
results, hot dry weather in Au-
gust can affect the results.  “The 
birds do not come to the roads as 
consistently in dry years, which 
makes the counts more variable,” 
Bogenschutz said.

Final results of the survey will 
be compiled in late August and 
posted on the DNR’s website in 
early September.  To find out more 
information visit:

http://www.iowadnr.gov/
Hunting/PheasantSmallGame.
aspx

Interested persons can also sign 
up for e-mail notification when 
the roadside results have been 
posted.


