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Tag holders are reminded that, 
until the fires are put out and 
Game and Fish can get access into 
these areas, there is no certainty 
what the conditions may be. They 
could range from access issues 
(due to forest closures or restric-
tions) to near-normal hunting 
conditions by the fall.

For those seeking a refund, there 
is currently no provision in state 
law (A.R.S. § 17-332) or commis-
sion rule to issue refunds on a 
permit, or for a hunter to turn 
down the permit to retain his or 
her bonus points.

This is stated on page 16 of the 
2011-12 Arizona Hunting Regula-
tions booklet:

    “Hunt Permit, Bonus Points 
Disclaimer: The issuance of any 
big game permit has no express 
or implied guarantee or warranty 
of hunter success. Any person 
holding a valid permit assumes 
the risk that circumstances beyond 
the control of the Arizona Game 
and Fish Department may prevent 
the permit holder from using the 
permit. In such situations, the 
Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment disclaims any responsibility 
to reissue or replace a permit, to 
reinstate bonus points or to refund 
any fees, except under specific cir-
cumstances, such as activation of 
military or emergency personnel, 
as stated in R12-4-107(L).”

However, the Arizona Game and 
Fish Commission is a public body, 
and citizens can petition their case 
on an individual basis.

Worth noting, hunt success for 
elk decreased only slightly the 
year of the Rodeo-Chediski fire, 
but then increased over the next 
couple of years, as did the number 
of tags issued.

To view the presentation and to 
learn more information about the 
impacts of wildfires on wildlife in 

Arizona, visit www.azgfd.gov/
wildfires. The presentation is a 
new addition in the right-side col-
umn labeled “Fire & Game Com-
mission Presentation June 2011.”

CALIFORNIA
DFG 2011 Game Bird 
Heritage Dove Hunts 
Offered in San Diego 

County
The Department of Fish and 

Game (DFG) Game Bird Heritage 
program is offering five dove 
hunting opportunities at Rancho 
Jamul Ecological Reserve in 2011. 
Rancho Jamul Ecological Reserve 
is located in San Diego County.

On Sept. 3, two hunts are sched-
uled, one at 6 a.m. and the other at 
3 p.m. On Sept. 4, there is a single 
hunt at 6 a.m. On Nov. 20, there is 
one hunt scheduled at 6 a.m.and 
another hunt at 3 p.m.These hunts 
can accommodate 20 hunters 
apiece. For additional information, 
please contact Nicholas Bechtel at 
(805) 965-3059.

Applications are available online 
at www.dfg.ca.gov/hunting/. The 
deadline to apply is Aug. 2, 2011 
at 5 p. m. If you have questions 
regarding the application process, 
please call the DFG Upland Game 
Bird Program at (916) 445-3418.

COLORADO
New Columbian Sharp-

tailed Grouse Video
New Columbian Sharp-tailed 

Grouse Video Columbian Sharp-
tailed Grouse video thumbnail.
Eleventh in the “a.m. Colorado” 
series, this video shows sunrise on 
an active sharp-tailed grouse lek in 
northwestern Colorado.

Like sage-grouse, Columbian 
or Mountain sharp-tailed grouse 

breed on leks or traditional strut-
ting grounds. Their leks are typi-
cally located on knolls or ridge-
tops. An average of 14 birds dis-
play and breed on an area of 
around 100 feet in diameter. 

Filmed in high-definition (HD) 
video and recorded in digital 
audio, the “a.m. Colorado” video 
series captures the early-morning 
sights and sounds of some of Colo-
rado’s most unique landscapes 
and wildlife species.

FLORIDA
Join the Dove Club

Outta’ the Woods
To me, the best part about hunt-

ing is not harvesting game - but 
spending quality time outdoors 
with friends and family. One of 
the best ways to do that is through 
dove hunting, which is one reason 
why great dove hunts are in such 
high demand but often difficult 
to find.

That’s why the FWC created its 
Special-Opportunity Dove Club 
Program - to offer hunters the 
chance of experiencing excep-
tional dove hunting on the state’s 
best public dove fields.

Dove Club permits enable one 
adult and one youth (under age 
16) to hunt all scheduled dates 
for the dove field of their choice. 
Permits cost $150 and enable both 
hunters to take a daily bag limit of 
birds each. There are eight hunts 
on all but one of the selected dove 
fields (Caravelle Ranch has six), 
and all hunts are from noon until 
sunset and take place on Satur-
days, starting Oct. 1 and ending 
Jan. 7.

Last year, 1,865 birds were har-
vested from six fields. This com-
ing season, there again will be six 
special-opportunity dove fields 
scattered throughout the state 


