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State News

Arkansas
Commission proposes 
late migratory season

 The mercury may say the tem-
perature’s over 100 in Arkansas, 
but Commissioners with the Ar-
kansas Game and Fish Commis-
sion were discussing duck season 
during today’s monthly meeting. 
The Commission also discussed 
the early season migratory bird 
dates which will be set during a 
special Commission meeting on 
July 27.

AGFC Waterfowl Program Co-
ordinator Luke Naylor presented 
the Commission with three season 
proposals.

Proposed late migratory bird 
season dates:

Option 1
Nov. 19-Nov. 27
Dec. 6-Jan. 16
Jan. 21-Jan. 29
Youth Hunt: Feb. 4-5
Option 2
Nov. 19-Nov. 27
Dec. 8-Dec. 23
Dec. 26-Jan. 29
Youth Hunt: Feb. 4-5
Option 3
Nov. 24-Dec. 4
Dec. 10-Dec. 23
Dec. 26-Jan. 29
Youth Hunt: Feb. 4-5
The late migratory bird season 

dates will be approved at the Au-
gust commission meeting.

Proposed early migratory bird 

termining where it is legal to hunt 
after the season opens Sept. 1.

Senate Bill 1334 prohibits mu-
nicipalities and counties from 
enacting any ordinance, rule or 
regulation limiting the take of 
wildlife during an open season 
established by the Arizona Game 
and Fish Commission.

SB1334 also amends state law 
(Arizona Revised Statutes 13-3107) 
by permitting the discharge of a 
firearm within the limits of any 
municipality while lawfully tak-
ing wildlife during an open season 
established by the Game and Fish 
Commission. This new law takes 
effect July 20.

However, nothing in SB1334 pro-
hibits municipalities from regu-
lating the discharge of firearms 
within a quarter mile of occupied 
structures.

Basically, these new laws leave 
the decision making of where 
people can legally hunt in the 
experienced hands of the Arizona 
Game and Fish Commission. But 
hunters can’t expect carte blanche 
– the Game and Fish Commission 
is taking a conservative, thought-
ful approach in its deployment of 
these shifted or modified authori-
ties.

“It’s a balancing act. We wanted 
to maximize hunting opportu-
nity while at the same time mini-
mizing potential conflicts, said 
Commission Chairman Robert 
Woodhouse, who is from Yuma. 
“We also considered geo-political 
realities, recognizing that one size 
does not necessarily fit all within 
the various municipal boundaries, 
as each locale is unique.”

For instance, based on the de-
partment’s studied evaluation, 
the Game and Fish Commission 
has closed a well-defined densely 
populated core area within the 
Valley of the Sun to hunting.

season dates:
Mourning Dove and Eurasian 

Collared Dove
Sept. 3-Oct. 18 and Dec. 10-Jan. 

2 or Sept. 3-Oct. 30 and Dec. 26-
Jan. 6

Teal Season
Sept. 10-25
Early Canada Goose Statewide 

Season
Sept. 1-15
Northwest Canada Goose Zone 

Season
Sept. 24-Oct. 3
Naylor also presented the Com-

mission with a proposal to im-
prove the waterfowl hunting 
permit process on Steve N. Wilson 
Raft Creek Bottoms Wildlife Man-
agement Area. The proposal calls 
for continuing to require a permit 
to waterfowl hunt, elimination of 
the permit draw during weekdays 
and continuing the permit draw 
on weekends with a revised online 
draw process. A public meeting on 
the proposal will be held in Grif-
fithville on July 28.

ARIZONA
Dove hunters will find 

it simpler to locate legal 
hunting areas this year
New state law opens up tracts of 

undeveloped public lands within 
municipalities

Thanks to new laws passed by 
the Arizona Legislature this past 
session and actions by the Arizona 
Game and Fish Commission on 
Saturday, June 25, dove hunters 
will find it simpler this year de-


