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U.S. Secretary of the 
Interior Appoints DU 

Representative to North 
American Wetlands 

Conservation Council
 U.S. Secretary of the In-

terior Ken Salazar recently 
announced the appointment 
of  Dr. Scott Yaich, Ducks Un-
limited Director of Conser-
vation Operations, to serve 
on the North American Wet-
lands Conservation Council. 

agement Plan, which helps 
conserve waterfowl and other 
migratory bird populations. By 
serving on this nine-member 
council, Dr. Yaich will also help 
determine which conservation 
project proposals will be rec-
ommended to the Migratory 
Bird Conservation Commission 
for North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act funding. 
 
“Dr. Yaich is an excellent choice 
for the North American Wet-
lands Conservation Council,” 
said DU CEO Dale Hall. “He is 
one of DU’s leading conserva-
tion experts and his knowledge 
and expertise will be a valu-
able resource to the council.”  
 
Ducks Unlimited staff who pre-
viously served on the NAWCC 
include Matt Connolly and Dr. 
Alan Wentz. “Ducks Unlimited 
has been a leading voice in con-
servation and waterfowl habi-
tat management for decades,” 
said Hall. “These multiple 
appointments not only affirm 
DU’s conservation expertise, 
but also highlight DU’s strong 
relationship with the U.S. 
Department of the Interior.” 
 
Dr. Yaich is a 10-year employee 
of Ducks Unlimited. Prior to his 
service at DU, Dr. Yaich worked 
with the Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission as well as 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice. He received a doctorate 
in Zoology from Southern 
Illinois University. Dr. Yaich 
also worked with the NAWCC 
during his tenure with the state 
of Arkansas, where he helped 
implement projects approved 

by the council and served as 
a council technical committee 
and staff member for nine years.  
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Senator Addresses 
Ducks Unlimited 
State Convention

U.S. Senator Debbie Stabe-
now addressed the Michigan 
Ducks Unlimited State Conven-
tion in Muskegon today. The 
Senator is the Chairwoman of 
the Senate Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition and Forestry, 
which impacts many signifi-
cant conservation programs of 
interest to DU.   Michigan DU 
members gather annually to cel-
ebrate conservation successes 
and to plan for the coming year.  
 
”It’s important to connect the 
Senator with conservationists 
who are paying close attention 
to the upcoming Farm Bill,” 
said Becky Humphries, director 
of DU’s Great Lakes/Atlantic 
Region for Ducks Unlimited. 
“Hunting, fishing and wildlife 
watching is big business in 
Michigan/Great Lakes every 
year, and the success of the 
resource they enjoy stems from 
programs like the Conserva-
tion Reserve Programs and 
Wetlands Reserve Programs.”  
 
The Farm Bill includes a broad 
spectrum of programs that sup-
port nutrition, agriculture and 
conservation. DU has a long 
history of working with ranch-
ers, farmers, and other private 
landowners across the country 
to enhance and restore millions 

 After receiving notice of his ap-
pointment, Dr. Yaich expressed 
his “appreciation for being se-
lected to serve on the council. 
The North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan is essential to 
sustaining waterfowl popula-
tions and their habitats. I look 
forward to working with coun-
cil members and the Migratory 
Bird Conservation Commission 
on the continued implemen-
tation of this plan and other  
HYPERLINK “http://www.
ducks.org/conservation” con-
servation opportunities.”

 
NAWCC plays an integral role 
in implementing the North 
American Waterfowl Man-


